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Shavuot Begins May 28, 2009  
 

We start the holiday at 7:30pm on Thursday with our tenth graders partici-

pating in our traditional sanctuary confirmation service. The symbolic value 

is the class confirming its allegiance to a Jewish way of life. 

 

 At 9 pm on Thursday, we continue with a Tikkun Shavuot led by Ritual  

Coordinator Larry Eisenstadt. We pray and study to prepare spiritually for 

Shavuot. This holiday commemorates the giving of the Torah to the Jewish 

people. 

 

We have a 9:00 a.m. service led by Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein and Cantor 

Mitchell Kowitz Friday,May 29, 2009, followed by the annual blintz bletter 

which is endowed in memory of Edward and Esther Tilsen. 

  

We have a 9:00 a.m. Shabbat Shavuot service with Yizkor on Saturday,  

May 30, 2009, followed by kiddush endowed by the David A. Berg family.  

To add visual beauty, the Marvin & Ossie Perlman Flower Fund adds bemah 

flowers.  

  

Moses encountered God on Mount Sinai and wrote down what he was told. 

The Torah was presented to the Jewish people in 1289 B.C.E.  Moses was a 

good teacher and prophet and the Torah is often called the 5 Books of 

Moses. The Torah is one part of our Bible. The other two parts are Prophets 

and Holy Writings. The Torah is both our most sacred object and the most 

sacred text.  

  

The Torahõs purpose is to provide instructions for finding and following the 

path of God and the path to God. The words in the Torah contain 304,805 

letters and some ancient sages taught that all the wisdom in the universe is 

hidden within these letters.  

Volunteers Needed for  

Homeless Shelter  
During its March 25, 2009, broadcast, 

ABC Evening News stated that homeless-

ness increased 12 percent during this 

past year because of the economic reces-

sion. Our community is not immune; so 

the Temple of Aaron will again participate 

in Project Home. The Social Justice Com-

mittee is seeking volunteers to help at the 

overflow homeless shelters hosted by 

Unity Unitarian and Messiah Episcopal 

churches. These sites provide shelter dur-

ing the evening and overnight for home-

less families. Two to three volunteers will 

be needed for the 5:30 p.m. ­ 8:30 p.m. 

shifts, and two will be needed for the 8:00 

p.m. ­ 7:00 a.m. shifts. 
 

Unity Unitarian is located at 732 Holly 

Avenue in St. Paul and hosts the home-

less site during the month of May, and we 

are responsible for Mondays (4th, 11th, 

18th, and 25th). Messiah Episcopal is at 

1631 Ford Parkway in St. Paul and hosts 

the site during June; we will cover June 

21st ­ 25th. Please contact Sharon 

Schwartz at 952-423 -3544 or  

twinmaker@juno.com or Vic Rosenthal at 

vic@jewishcommunityaction.org. 

Young Mensch Club Shabbat -luck:  
Join the Temple of Aaronõs Young Mensch Club on May 29th, 2009 at 

7pm for a Shavuot Shabbat-Luck. Weõll celebrate Shabbat with a dairy/

vegetarian potluck and board games. Location is TBD. Find YMC on 

Facebook by searching for òYoung Mensch Clubó ñ more details will be 

posted on our page. 

 

The Temple of Aaron Young Mensch Club is a group of grads and young 

professionals (20õs and 30õs) interested in building community by  

gathering for events and opportunities that appeal to a wide variety of 

interests, including: education, spirituality, social and professional net-

working, and community service. 

We Will Honor Our Veterans  
Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein will conduct  

Memorial Day Services on Monday, May 25, 

2009, at 11:00 a.m., at Temple of Aaron 

Cemetery, as we honor the memory of our 

loved ones who served in the United States 

Armed Forces. (Full listing in June.) 

 

Anyone who has a loved one buried at a  

different cemetery, but is planning to attend 

this service and would like the name  

mentioned, please call Irv Rosenblum  

(651-698-2919).   



Judaism if a religion of movement.  

From the historical movement of  

peoples from one country to another, 

searching for a new land or escaping 

oppression, to the spiritual movement 

to make this world better and more 

peaceful, we as a people are always on 

the go. 

In the Jewish calendar, our journey is 

currently being measured in sheaves 

of grain called an Omer. Since the end 

of Passover at the middle of April, 

to the arrival of Shavuot at the end of 

May, we are òCounting the Omeró daily 

during services. This helps to connect 

the freedom we gained leaving Egypt 

more than 3,000 years ago (Passover) 

with the purpose of our freedom, receiv-

ing the Torah (which we celebrate during 

the holiday of Shavuot). 

All this freedom brings some serious 

responsibilities. 

It was God and Moses who did the 

heavy lifting that enabled us to leave 

Egypt. And ever since then, the burden 

has been shifting to each of us as 

individuals. We can use prayer to  

connect with God, our tradition, our 

community and the best in ourselves. 

But prayer demands more of us as 

individuals than any other system in 

Jewish history. The language, idioms 

and assumptions of prayer are often 

difficult to access. Fortunately, we do 

not struggle on finding meaning in 

prayer on our own.  

I am proud to announce that several 

Temple of Aaron members have volun-

teered to stand up and assist all of us in 

finding a deeper intellectual understand-

ing of, and a better spiritual connection 

to, our prayer Shabbat service.  

 

This is a direct result of the multi-year 

Strategic Planning process where 

synagogue members had opportunities 

to share feelings about the Temple, and 

to make suggestions as to the future 

direction of the community. One of the 

committees that was created as a result 

is focused on examining and improving 

the prayer experience everyone. 

Several members of this Improving  

Worship Committee are working with 

other members, the Cantor, and me, to 

create a new Temple of Aaron Shabbat 

Prayer Booklet.  It will be launched,  

appropriately, on Shavuot (May 29 and 

30) focusing on the Shabbat Morning  

service, and will be sit alongside the 

prayer books during every Shabbat  

service.  

It is our hope that this booklet will  

inform and inspire all who come to  

services on a Saturday morning. It will 

offer a variety of information, for those 

who come every Shabbat; for those who 

come less often, and for those who have 

never been to a synagogue before.  

It will be an evolving work, so we have  

designed it to permit new sections to be 

added on a regular basis, and ways to 

interact with the text, both during  

services, and afterwards. 

We intend it to contain the following 

sections:  

¶ A general introduction to Jewish 

prayer, with a section for non-Jews  

¶ Information about the Temple of 

Aaron sanctuary in particular, with 

details about the meanings of the 

architecture and stained glass  

windows. 

¶ A chart of the overall flow of the 

service. 

¶ Detailed examination and explana-

tion of many of the prayers them-

selves, with attention paid to how 

they connect to our lives today as 

modern Jews. 

¶ Several brief essays that will focus 

on thinks like the history of the 

prayerbook, the role of music in 

services and the importance of  

food afterwards.  

By far, the most exciting part of this 

booklet is that is produced by Temple of 

Aaron members, for Temple of Aaron 

members. Not only will it be able to 

speak to other members clearly and 

directly, but will be created and updated 

by synagogue members. 

Please join us on Shavuot, Friday, May 

29 and Saturday, May 30, for inspiring, 

informative services where we will intro-

duce the booklet and learn several ways 

to use it. 

Thousands of years after moving from 

slavery to freedom, and after taking on 

the responsibilities that freedom gives 

us, we continue to learn more about our 

tradition, our ancient texts, and about 

ourselves. This new Shabbat Prayer 

Booklet is one more step along that 

road. 

From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  
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Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Temple of Aaron Centennial Plans:  

Launch Event:  Sept. 20, 2009     Community Service Day:  Nov. 15, 2009 

Game Night:  Feb. 6, 2010            Festival:  May 2, 2010 

Time Capsule:  Oct. 10, 2010        Interactive Display & Golf Tourney in the works. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE THE KEY TO SUCCESS ñ CONTACT OFFICE 

A New Way to Find Meaning in Prayer  
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

 

MAY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 

 5 Aviva and Nels Kyllo  

 10 Jennifer and Shawn Tyszelman  

 15 Elyse and Ron Less  

 15 Sherri and Jim Gleekel  

 20 Margie and Bart Schneider 

 20 Bonita and Jim Holt 

 20 Maggie Flynn & Rick Brody 

 20 Briget and Donville Roberts  

 25 Esther Lerman and Albert Benjohar  

 45 Nancy and Harvey Miller  

 50 Maxine and Leon Simon  

 51 Arlene and Murray Appelbaum  

 54 Carla and Ron Miller  

 56 Anna and Mikhail Leyderman 

 56 Rae and Arnold Divine,  

 58 Fran and Sid Jerson 

 58 Clara and Israel Watchman  

 59 Mary and Sam Saide  

 60 Fanya Feygina & Boris Grinshpun  

 61 Helen and Edwin Smith  

Composition  

September 18, 2009, will mark my 

22nd High Holyday season at Temple of 

Aaron. I am also very moved that Presi-

dent Nancy Lane formed a special com-

mittee to honor me on October 30 and 

November 1, 2009, for my years of  

service to this wonderful congregation. 

Temple of Aaron has given me the op-

portunity to be a composer in residence. 

Very, very few of my talented colleagues 

in North America have the drive, talent, 

motivation and time to compose music. 

The small minority have written numer-

ous pieces for their congregations and 

choirs. We use some of the music  

created by my gifted colleagues. Over 

the past two decades, I am extremely 

grateful for the opportunity to write 22 

compositions (displayed below) for the 

membership, for the adult choir and 

solos for me. 
 

Choir  

Elohi Netzor  

Hash ki venu 

Shalom 

Celebrate the Past 

Ailu Võailu 

Oh, Jerusalem 

Yom Ze Mechubad 

Proclaim Liberty 

From Generation to Generation 

Unitane Tokef 

Uõvashofar Gadol  

Cantana Prejudice (Dialogue and Music 
 

Solo & Congregational Compositions  

Haze Kinentos  

Torah in My Life 

Shabbat Hamakah 

Vaya chulu   

Hine Matov  

God Will Come to You  

Family Blessing  

Mischeberach  

Ose Shalom 

100 Years  
 

Composition to me is a passion. It is 

something that I not only enjoy doing, 

but I feel driven to do. It is a wonderful 

outlet of expression. It affords me the 

opportunity to get in touch with many 

things inside of myself. When people 

speak to me about why I continue to 

compose, I give them an answer like 

this: òEach person expresses themself 

in a different way. To me, as a Hazzan 

and musician, it affords me the opportu-

nity to put down the many emotions that 

I feel for myself, the prayer and the 

need for that particular time.ó  

We will be celebrating our 100th year 

anniversary beginning with the High 

Holydays of 2009. It is truly a significant 

milestone in our history as Temple of 

Aaron. A few years ago, I was able to 

write a composition entitled òCelebrate 

the Past and Touch the Future.ó It was 

received by you, the congregation, with 

open arms. I am now finishing a new 

composition called ò100 Years.ó It is my 

hope and dream that we will sing this 

composition once a month during our 

100-year anniversary. I wish to share 

with all of you the words to this compo-

sition and will begin previewing it before 

the upcoming High Holydays. There is 

an expression that goes: òIt is a labor of 

love.ó I guess that is the way that I truly 

feel. It is not an easy thing to compose, 

nor should it be. But it does afford one 

the opportunity for expression that 

comes from the heart. I hope each and 

every one of you will be able to join with 

me and the choir and sing with our 

hearts ò100 Years.ó 

 

ò100 Yearsó 

(chorus) 

We stand - we sing - we pray  

As one family we all are here to say  

We stand - we sing - we pray  

As we celebrate 100 years today  

A house of God was planned to be  

Breaking ground for our new community  

Crowding in together as one  

Our work for all of us now has begun  

Through all the years weõve looked to the past  

Weõve built upon a future that will last  

Our childrenõs lives depend on us all  

They are the ones, for which we stand tall  

(chorus) 

The generations come and they go  

Theyõve built a strong foundation and it shows  

Weõre grateful for their time and their heart  

Now itõs time for us to have a new start  

Through times of joy and sorrow we are here  

We hold on to each other with a tear  

With help from God above we will stay strong  

This is our home, itõs where we belong  

(chorus)  
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 Department of  Youth Services 

GRADUATION IS UPON US!  
May 15th is the evening to save as our 

7th grade Hebrew School students and 

our 10th grade Honors students will be 

graduating from their respective  

programs. 7th grade Hebrew School 

faculty includes Wendy Beth Gahm, 

Charlie Goodman and Eddie Winthrop. 

10th Grade Honors faculty includes 

Elyse Levine-Less and Alex Locke.  

 

7TH GRADE: Samantha Agranoff (Tracey 

and Ken); Aidan Arnold (Tracy and 

Sam); Rachel Burbul (Eden and Jason); 

Helen Derechin (Bea Rothweiler and 

Neil Derechin); Laura Jopp (Deborah 

and Ken); Carly Neren (Jeana and 

Mitch); Jamie Oskey (Wendy and Tim); 

Bree Peilen (Shelley); Luke Peilen 

(Shelley); Charlie Rosenblum (Marissa 

Rosenblum and Ken Rosenblum);  

Michael Sagalovsky (Olga and Mikhail); 

Marissa Schneider (Bernie); Marcus 

Spencer (Claudia and Aaron); Evan Weil 

(Barbara Weil and David Weil); Sam 

Weinberger (Rick Weinberger and 

Margie Weinberger); David Zylberberg 

(Janet).  

 

10TH GRADE: Jeanne Bloomberg (Lois 

and Paul); Alexis Burbul (Eden and  

Jason); Evana Kvasnik (Becca and Jon); 

Michael Feinstein (Faye and Ed); Robbie 

Miller (Chelle and Mark); Bayley Taple 

(Robin Getsug Taple and Loren Taple); 

Ellie Rosenthal (Sheila Goodman and 

Sol Rosenthal); Lauren Oskey (Wendy 

and Tim); Elly Bier (Cheryl and George).  

 

 

 

 

5TH AND 6TH GRADERS EARN 

THEIR SILVER KEPAH AND 

THEIR GREENIE BEANIES  
We are proud to announce that our 5th 

graders, after hard work and lots of  

effort , have qualified and fulfilled the 

requirements of SILVER KEPAH. They 

will receive their silver kepah during 

services on May 16th. 

  

They are: Macy Alexander, Minnie  

Arnold, Annie Balto, Hannah Burbul, 

Howard Goldberger, David Haim, Ian 

Leventhal, Andrew Miller, Shelby  

Seiden, Emilee Skadron, Sarah  

Toenges, Benjie Snow, Louis Diner, 

Ilana Blyakher, Davida Blyakher,  

Justin Less, Elizabeth Sivriver.  

 

New 6th graders who earned their silver 

kepah are: Alex Lev, Daniel Lev, Daniel 

Snow. The Silver Kepah is supported by 

JoAnn and Howard Silvers in honor of 

their daughter Stephanieõs Bat Mitvzah.  

 

We are proud to announce that our 6th 

graders, after hard work and dedication, 

qualified and fulfilled the requirements 

of GREENIE BEANIE. They are: Jessica 

Agranoff, Marley Applebaum, Jordan 

Castle, Alexis Dockman, Sophie Gleekel, 

Max Goldberger, Jayson Gouette,  

Brandon Krisko, Alex Olker, Hannah 

Saltzman, Miri Taple, Hannah Warling, 

Eli Zelle, Brandon Bloom, Joshua  

Edelstein, Rachel Feinstein, Hannah 

Gilberstadt, Adam Guralnik, Max Najilis, 

Jordan Moredian, Naftalia Rose, Maya 

Strohm, Carolyn Toenges, Caroline 

Witchell, David Wilton. The Greenie 

Beanie is supported by the Family of 

Bob Baldinger on his Special Birthday.  

 

5th grade is taught by Lindsay Berg and 

Bonnie Reinke. 6th grade is taught by 

Mark Divine, Elyse Levine-Less, Wendy 

Oskey and Lindsay Berg,  

Aaron Liebo ñ Youth Director 

aaronliebo@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

Jodi Saltzman Joins School  

Leadership  
 Wendy Goodman is pleased to  

announce the hiring of Jodi Saltzman  

on a part-time basis to work with her  

as they share the Director of Youth  

Services position. This job share is  

temporary for four months as Wendy 

continues healing. Jodi will help 

strengthen the school and youth  

program. She will utilize her life  

experiences, professional training,  

background at the synagogue,  

observations of other synagogues 

throughout the country and her  

strong desire to create a wonderful  

environment for our students. 

Bar/Mat Mitzvah Dates 2012  
The following students have bar/bat 

mitzvah dates for 2012 and they, too, 

will be soon on their journey to Jewish 

adulthood: 2/18 Isaiah Clark; 2/25 

Noah Dockman; 3/17 Erika Kuretsky; 

3/24 Sasha Gekht 3/31 Arlo Rissman; 

4/21 Parker Gustafson; 4/28 Andrew 

Marell; 5/5 Andrew Zuckerman; 5/12 

Henry Najilis; 5/19 Hannalei and Jaclyn 

Lewine; 6/2 Sadie Skadron; 6/9 Mycala 

Schneider; 6/16 Alyssa Chiat; 8/25 

Rachel Bloom; 9/1 Samantha Gouette; 

10/13 Tory Leventhal; 10/27 Marc 

Lowenthal.  


