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Shavuot Begins May 28, 2009  
 

We start the holiday at 7:30pm on Thursday with our tenth graders partici-

pating in our traditional sanctuary confirmation service. The symbolic value 

is the class confirming its allegiance to a Jewish way of life. 

 

 At 9 pm on Thursday, we continue with a Tikkun Shavuot led by Ritual  

Coordinator Larry Eisenstadt. We pray and study to prepare spiritually for 

Shavuot. This holiday commemorates the giving of the Torah to the Jewish 

people. 

 

We have a 9:00 a.m. service led by Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein and Cantor 

Mitchell Kowitz Friday,May 29, 2009, followed by the annual blintz bletter 

which is endowed in memory of Edward and Esther Tilsen. 

  

We have a 9:00 a.m. Shabbat Shavuot service with Yizkor on Saturday,  

May 30, 2009, followed by kiddush endowed by the David A. Berg family.  

To add visual beauty, the Marvin & Ossie Perlman Flower Fund adds bemah 

flowers.  

  

Moses encountered God on Mount Sinai and wrote down what he was told. 

The Torah was presented to the Jewish people in 1289 B.C.E.  Moses was a 

good teacher and prophet and the Torah is often called the 5 Books of 

Moses. The Torah is one part of our Bible. The other two parts are Prophets 

and Holy Writings. The Torah is both our most sacred object and the most 

sacred text.  

  

The Torahõs purpose is to provide instructions for finding and following the 

path of God and the path to God. The words in the Torah contain 304,805 

letters and some ancient sages taught that all the wisdom in the universe is 

hidden within these letters.  

Volunteers Needed for  

Homeless Shelter  
During its March 25, 2009, broadcast, 

ABC Evening News stated that homeless-

ness increased 12 percent during this 

past year because of the economic reces-

sion. Our community is not immune; so 

the Temple of Aaron will again participate 

in Project Home. The Social Justice Com-

mittee is seeking volunteers to help at the 

overflow homeless shelters hosted by 

Unity Unitarian and Messiah Episcopal 

churches. These sites provide shelter dur-

ing the evening and overnight for home-

less families. Two to three volunteers will 

be needed for the 5:30 p.m. ­ 8:30 p.m. 

shifts, and two will be needed for the 8:00 

p.m. ­ 7:00 a.m. shifts. 
 

Unity Unitarian is located at 732 Holly 

Avenue in St. Paul and hosts the home-

less site during the month of May, and we 

are responsible for Mondays (4th, 11th, 

18th, and 25th). Messiah Episcopal is at 

1631 Ford Parkway in St. Paul and hosts 

the site during June; we will cover June 

21st ­ 25th. Please contact Sharon 

Schwartz at 952-423-3544 or  

twinmaker@juno.com or Vic Rosenthal at 

vic@jewishcommunityaction.org. 

Young Mensch Club Shabbat -luck:  
Join the Temple of Aaronõs Young Mensch Club on May 29th, 2009 at 

7pm for a Shavuot Shabbat-Luck. Weõll celebrate Shabbat with a dairy/

vegetarian potluck and board games. Location is TBD. Find YMC on 

Facebook by searching for òYoung Mensch Clubó ñ more details will be 

posted on our page. 

 

The Temple of Aaron Young Mensch Club is a group of grads and young 

professionals (20õs and 30õs) interested in building community by  

gathering for events and opportunities that appeal to a wide variety of 

interests, including: education, spirituality, social and professional net-

working, and community service. 

We Will Honor Our Veterans  
Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein will conduct  

Memorial Day Services on Monday, May 25, 

2009, at 11:00 a.m., at Temple of Aaron 

Cemetery, as we honor the memory of our 

loved ones who served in the United States 

Armed Forces. (Full listing in June.) 

 

Anyone who has a loved one buried at a  

different cemetery, but is planning to attend 

this service and would like the name  

mentioned, please call Irv Rosenblum  

(651-698-2919).   



Judaism if a religion of movement.  

From the historical movement of  

peoples from one country to another, 

searching for a new land or escaping 

oppression, to the spiritual movement 

to make this world better and more 

peaceful, we as a people are always on 

the go. 

In the Jewish calendar, our journey is 

currently being measured in sheaves 

of grain called an Omer. Since the end 

of Passover at the middle of April, 

to the arrival of Shavuot at the end of 

May, we are òCounting the Omeró daily 

during services. This helps to connect 

the freedom we gained leaving Egypt 

more than 3,000 years ago (Passover) 

with the purpose of our freedom, receiv-

ing the Torah (which we celebrate during 

the holiday of Shavuot). 

All this freedom brings some serious 

responsibilities. 

It was God and Moses who did the 

heavy lifting that enabled us to leave 

Egypt. And ever since then, the burden 

has been shifting to each of us as 

individuals. We can use prayer to  

connect with God, our tradition, our 

community and the best in ourselves. 

But prayer demands more of us as 

individuals than any other system in 

Jewish history. The language, idioms 

and assumptions of prayer are often 

difficult to access. Fortunately, we do 

not struggle on finding meaning in 

prayer on our own.  

I am proud to announce that several 

Temple of Aaron members have volun-

teered to stand up and assist all of us in 

finding a deeper intellectual understand-

ing of, and a better spiritual connection 

to, our prayer Shabbat service.  

 

This is a direct result of the multi-year 

Strategic Planning process where 

synagogue members had opportunities 

to share feelings about the Temple, and 

to make suggestions as to the future 

direction of the community. One of the 

committees that was created as a result 

is focused on examining and improving 

the prayer experience everyone. 

Several members of this Improving  

Worship Committee are working with 

other members, the Cantor, and me, to 

create a new Temple of Aaron Shabbat 

Prayer Booklet.  It will be launched,  

appropriately, on Shavuot (May 29 and 

30) focusing on the Shabbat Morning  

service, and will be sit alongside the 

prayer books during every Shabbat  

service.  

It is our hope that this booklet will  

inform and inspire all who come to  

services on a Saturday morning. It will 

offer a variety of information, for those 

who come every Shabbat; for those who 

come less often, and for those who have 

never been to a synagogue before.  

It will be an evolving work, so we have  

designed it to permit new sections to be 

added on a regular basis, and ways to 

interact with the text, both during  

services, and afterwards. 

We intend it to contain the following 

sections:  

¶ A general introduction to Jewish 

prayer, with a section for non-Jews  

¶ Information about the Temple of 

Aaron sanctuary in particular, with 

details about the meanings of the 

architecture and stained glass  

windows. 

¶ A chart of the overall flow of the 

service. 

¶ Detailed examination and explana-

tion of many of the prayers them-

selves, with attention paid to how 

they connect to our lives today as 

modern Jews. 

¶ Several brief essays that will focus 

on thinks like the history of the 

prayerbook, the role of music in 

services and the importance of  

food afterwards.  

By far, the most exciting part of this 

booklet is that is produced by Temple of 

Aaron members, for Temple of Aaron 

members. Not only will it be able to 

speak to other members clearly and 

directly, but will be created and updated 

by synagogue members. 

Please join us on Shavuot, Friday, May 

29 and Saturday, May 30, for inspiring, 

informative services where we will intro-

duce the booklet and learn several ways 

to use it. 

Thousands of years after moving from 

slavery to freedom, and after taking on 

the responsibilities that freedom gives 

us, we continue to learn more about our 

tradition, our ancient texts, and about 

ourselves. This new Shabbat Prayer 

Booklet is one more step along that 

road. 

From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  
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Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Temple of Aaron Centennial Plans:  

Launch Event:  Sept. 20, 2009     Community Service Day:  Nov. 15, 2009 

Game Night:  Feb. 6, 2010            Festival:  May 2, 2010 

Time Capsule:  Oct. 10, 2010        Interactive Display & Golf Tourney in the works. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE THE KEY TO SUCCESS ñ CONTACT OFFICE 

A New Way to Find Meaning in Prayer  
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

 

MAY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 

 5 Aviva and Nels Kyllo  

 10 Jennifer and Shawn Tyszelman  

 15 Elyse and Ron Less  

 15 Sherri and Jim Gleekel  

 20 Margie and Bart Schneider 

 20 Bonita and Jim Holt 

 20 Maggie Flynn & Rick Brody 

 20 Briget and Donville Roberts  

 25 Esther Lerman and Albert Benjohar  

 45 Nancy and Harvey Miller  

 50 Maxine and Leon Simon  

 51 Arlene and Murray Appelbaum  

 54 Carla and Ron Miller  

 56 Anna and Mikhail Leyderman 

 56 Rae and Arnold Divine,  

 58 Fran and Sid Jerson 

 58 Clara and Israel Watchman  

 59 Mary and Sam Saide  

 60 Fanya Feygina & Boris Grinshpun  

 61 Helen and Edwin Smith  

Composition  

September 18, 2009, will mark my 

22nd High Holyday season at Temple of 

Aaron. I am also very moved that Presi-

dent Nancy Lane formed a special com-

mittee to honor me on October 30 and 

November 1, 2009, for my years of  

service to this wonderful congregation. 

Temple of Aaron has given me the op-

portunity to be a composer in residence. 

Very, very few of my talented colleagues 

in North America have the drive, talent, 

motivation and time to compose music. 

The small minority have written numer-

ous pieces for their congregations and 

choirs. We use some of the music  

created by my gifted colleagues. Over 

the past two decades, I am extremely 

grateful for the opportunity to write 22 

compositions (displayed below) for the 

membership, for the adult choir and 

solos for me. 
 

Choir  

Elohi Netzor  

Hash ki venu 

Shalom 

Celebrate the Past 

Ailu Võailu 

Oh, Jerusalem 

Yom Ze Mechubad 

Proclaim Liberty 

From Generation to Generation 

Unitane Tokef 

Uõvashofar Gadol  

Cantana Prejudice (Dialogue and Music 
 

Solo & Congregational Compositions  

Haze Kinentos  

Torah in My Life 

Shabbat Hamakah 

Vaya chulu   

Hine Matov  

God Will Come to You  

Family Blessing  

Mischeberach  

Ose Shalom 

100 Years  
 

Composition to me is a passion. It is 

something that I not only enjoy doing, 

but I feel driven to do. It is a wonderful 

outlet of expression. It affords me the 

opportunity to get in touch with many 

things inside of myself. When people 

speak to me about why I continue to 

compose, I give them an answer like 

this: òEach person expresses themself 

in a different way. To me, as a Hazzan 

and musician, it affords me the opportu-

nity to put down the many emotions that 

I feel for myself, the prayer and the 

need for that particular time.ó  

We will be celebrating our 100th year 

anniversary beginning with the High 

Holydays of 2009. It is truly a significant 

milestone in our history as Temple of 

Aaron. A few years ago, I was able to 

write a composition entitled òCelebrate 

the Past and Touch the Future.ó It was 

received by you, the congregation, with 

open arms. I am now finishing a new 

composition called ò100 Years.ó It is my 

hope and dream that we will sing this 

composition once a month during our 

100-year anniversary. I wish to share 

with all of you the words to this compo-

sition and will begin previewing it before 

the upcoming High Holydays. There is 

an expression that goes: òIt is a labor of 

love.ó I guess that is the way that I truly 

feel. It is not an easy thing to compose, 

nor should it be. But it does afford one 

the opportunity for expression that 

comes from the heart. I hope each and 

every one of you will be able to join with 

me and the choir and sing with our 

hearts ò100 Years.ó 

 

ò100 Yearsó 

(chorus) 

We stand - we sing - we pray  

As one family we all are here to say  

We stand - we sing - we pray  

As we celebrate 100 years today  

A house of God was planned to be  

Breaking ground for our new community  

Crowding in together as one  

Our work for all of us now has begun  

Through all the years weõve looked to the past  

Weõve built upon a future that will last  

Our childrenõs lives depend on us all  

They are the ones, for which we stand tall  

(chorus) 

The generations come and they go  

Theyõve built a strong foundation and it shows  

Weõre grateful for their time and their heart  

Now itõs time for us to have a new start  

Through times of joy and sorrow we are here  

We hold on to each other with a tear  

With help from God above we will stay strong  

This is our home, itõs where we belong  

(chorus)  
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 Department of  Youth Services 

GRADUATION IS UPON US!  
May 15th is the evening to save as our 

7th grade Hebrew School students and 

our 10th grade Honors students will be 

graduating from their respective  

programs. 7th grade Hebrew School 

faculty includes Wendy Beth Gahm, 

Charlie Goodman and Eddie Winthrop. 

10th Grade Honors faculty includes 

Elyse Levine-Less and Alex Locke.  

 

7TH GRADE: Samantha Agranoff (Tracey 

and Ken); Aidan Arnold (Tracy and 

Sam); Rachel Burbul (Eden and Jason); 

Helen Derechin (Bea Rothweiler and 

Neil Derechin); Laura Jopp (Deborah 

and Ken); Carly Neren (Jeana and 

Mitch); Jamie Oskey (Wendy and Tim); 

Bree Peilen (Shelley); Luke Peilen 

(Shelley); Charlie Rosenblum (Marissa 

Rosenblum and Ken Rosenblum);  

Michael Sagalovsky (Olga and Mikhail); 

Marissa Schneider (Bernie); Marcus 

Spencer (Claudia and Aaron); Evan Weil 

(Barbara Weil and David Weil); Sam 

Weinberger (Rick Weinberger and 

Margie Weinberger); David Zylberberg 

(Janet).  

 

10TH GRADE: Jeanne Bloomberg (Lois 

and Paul); Alexis Burbul (Eden and  

Jason); Evana Kvasnik (Becca and Jon); 

Michael Feinstein (Faye and Ed); Robbie 

Miller (Chelle and Mark); Bayley Taple 

(Robin Getsug Taple and Loren Taple); 

Ellie Rosenthal (Sheila Goodman and 

Sol Rosenthal); Lauren Oskey (Wendy 

and Tim); Elly Bier (Cheryl and George).  

 

 

 

 

5TH AND 6TH GRADERS EARN 

THEIR SILVER KEPAH AND 

THEIR GREENIE BEANIES  
We are proud to announce that our 5th 

graders, after hard work and lots of  

effort , have qualified and fulfilled the 

requirements of SILVER KEPAH. They 

will receive their silver kepah during 

services on May 16th. 

  

They are: Macy Alexander, Minnie  

Arnold, Annie Balto, Hannah Burbul, 

Howard Goldberger, David Haim, Ian 

Leventhal, Andrew Miller, Shelby  

Seiden, Emilee Skadron, Sarah  

Toenges, Benjie Snow, Louis Diner, 

Ilana Blyakher, Davida Blyakher,  

Justin Less, Elizabeth Sivriver.  

 

New 6th graders who earned their silver 

kepah are: Alex Lev, Daniel Lev, Daniel 

Snow. The Silver Kepah is supported by 

JoAnn and Howard Silvers in honor of 

their daughter Stephanieõs Bat Mitvzah.  

 

We are proud to announce that our 6th 

graders, after hard work and dedication, 

qualified and fulfilled the requirements 

of GREENIE BEANIE. They are: Jessica 

Agranoff, Marley Applebaum, Jordan 

Castle, Alexis Dockman, Sophie Gleekel, 

Max Goldberger, Jayson Gouette,  

Brandon Krisko, Alex Olker, Hannah 

Saltzman, Miri Taple, Hannah Warling, 

Eli Zelle, Brandon Bloom, Joshua  

Edelstein, Rachel Feinstein, Hannah 

Gilberstadt, Adam Guralnik, Max Najilis, 

Jordan Moredian, Naftalia Rose, Maya 

Strohm, Carolyn Toenges, Caroline 

Witchell, David Wilton. The Greenie 

Beanie is supported by the Family of 

Bob Baldinger on his Special Birthday.  

 

5th grade is taught by Lindsay Berg and 

Bonnie Reinke. 6th grade is taught by 

Mark Divine, Elyse Levine-Less, Wendy 

Oskey and Lindsay Berg,  

Aaron Liebo ñ Youth Director 

aaronliebo@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

Jodi Saltzman Joins School  

Leadership  
 Wendy Goodman is pleased to  

announce the hiring of Jodi Saltzman  

on a part-time basis to work with her  

as they share the Director of Youth  

Services position. This job share is  

temporary for four months as Wendy 

continues healing. Jodi will help 

strengthen the school and youth  

program. She will utilize her life  

experiences, professional training,  

background at the synagogue,  

observations of other synagogues 

throughout the country and her  

strong desire to create a wonderful  

environment for our students. 

Bar/Mat Mitzvah Dates 2012  
The following students have bar/bat 

mitzvah dates for 2012 and they, too, 

will be soon on their journey to Jewish 

adulthood: 2/18 Isaiah Clark; 2/25 

Noah Dockman; 3/17 Erika Kuretsky; 

3/24 Sasha Gekht 3/31 Arlo Rissman; 

4/21 Parker Gustafson; 4/28 Andrew 

Marell; 5/5 Andrew Zuckerman; 5/12 

Henry Najilis; 5/19 Hannalei and Jaclyn 

Lewine; 6/2 Sadie Skadron; 6/9 Mycala 

Schneider; 6/16 Alyssa Chiat; 8/25 

Rachel Bloom; 9/1 Samantha Gouette; 

10/13 Tory Leventhal; 10/27 Marc 

Lowenthal.  



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
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Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
March  2009  Adar-Nisan 5769 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
 

 
 

. . . to John Ball and son Andy for  

delivering the Passover packages 

prepared by the St Paul JCC to our 

members in their homes. 

. . . to Delia Sevak, Burt Katz and 

Betty Agranoff for labeling over 1,100 

April Aaronions for members located 

throughout the USA. 

. . . to Mark Adelman for leading a 

Shabbat tour for Immanuel Lutheran 

Church and St. Markõs Lutheran 

Evangelical Church. 

. . . TO A TERRIFIC STAFF whose hard 

work, dedication and caring make it all 

work so wellé to Margie Schneider, 

Barb Weil, Susie Haim. Robin Taple, 

Amy Miller-Stern, Deborah Jopp, Mark 

Divine, Wendy Beth Gahm, Bonnie 

Rienke, Lindsay Berg, Wendy Oskey, 

Elyse Levine-Less, Rachel Winthrop, 

Charlie Goodman, Eddie Winthrop, 

Debbie Goldberger, Lindsey Garelick, 

Alex Locke, Reenie Gitlin, Ernie Gulner, 

And, of course, our terrific clergy and 

specialists, Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein,  

Hazzan Kowitz, Tracey Agranoff, and 

Wendy Baldinger, whose enthusiasm, 

time, creativity and willingness to think 

òout of the boxó is so great and adds so 

much! Special kudos to Executive  

Director Ken Agranoff and Jodi Saltz-

man each of whom bring their passions 

for Jewish Education to our system as 

well as their high energy levels and 

creativity in enhancing the various as-

pects of our formal education program.  

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651 -698-8874  
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 
  Hazzan Kowitz     113 
  Wendy Goodman, Dir. Yth Serv.  112 
  Aaron Liebo, Youth Dir.  115 
  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv.  116 
  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst.   107 
  Kim Thomey, Admin. Asst.  100 
  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr.  110 
  Ken Agranoff, Exec. Dir.  106 
  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen Sup.  121 
  Lisa Stein, Program Mgr.  104 
  Jodi Saltzman, Dir. Yth Serv.  103 

 

Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Rose Rosenberg  
Milton Smith  

Rosa Nisenholz  
Ben Calmenson  

Temple of Aaron Book Club  
informational meeting on May 21, 

2009, 6:30 to 8:00 pm in the Smith 

Library. Join us for the first meeting of 

the Temple of Aaron Book Club. This 

group will be a newly-formed group of 

individuals interested in reading and 

discussing Jewish Literature of all styles 

and topics. Come learn about the group 

and participate in a stimulating discus-

sion on books.  

 

Memorial Plaques 

Have Been Displayed For 

Rita Goldetsky 

Edward Bubar 

Abramovich, Lyubov  

Abramson, Richard  

Alch, Sandra  

Averbach, Rose  

Baines, Sandra  

Bar, Gitya  

Barenbaum,  

    Bettie & Stanley  

Berde, Doris  

Bergeron,  

    Barbara & Richard  

Binkin, Vladimir  

Blackman, Ruth  

Braginsky, Isya  

Burnstein, Gilman & Joyce  

Chauss, Barbara  

Dietz, Arlene  

Edelstein, Rebecca  

Feldman, Kayleen & Ben  

Fredkove, Sybil  

Fridman, Alla  

Gak, Felix & Vysotsky, Alla  

Ganz, Isaac  

Garbuz, Khaye  

Gelfand, Mira  

Geller, Ron  

Geller, Mort  

Getsug, Elissa & Ray  

Gilman, Rose  

Gleeman, Harriet  

Gokhberg, Raiser  

Goldberg, Richard & Gayle  

Goldetsky, Celia  

Goldstein, Leonard  

Gorina, Ira  

Granovskaya, Ira  

Grinberg, Elena  

Grobovsky, Nancy & Rick  

Grobovsky, Shirley  

Grossman, Rose  

Gurstelle, Alice  

Horowitz,  

    Leonard & Marilyn  

Kagan, Galina  

Kahn, Jim & Marcella  

Kanevsky, Isadore  

Kantor, Gretchen  

Kaplan, Fred  

Kaplan, Esther & Reuben  

Kaplan, Burleigh  

Kaster, Barbara  

Katkov, Genevieve  

Kaufman, Ida  

Kopilenko,  

    Bella & Alexander  

Krinsky, Renee  

Kukulevskiy, Yuliy  

Lane, Harriet & Miles  

Lerman, Bill & Mary  

Levy, Harriet  

Libman, Mae  

Lifson, Ron & Helen  

Lutz, Mary  

Makiesky, Bernice  

Malinoff, Mike  

Malmon, Cathy  

Malmon, Stan  

Marofsky, Edith  

Marsh, Herbert  

Marvy, Bob, Florie & family  

Meltzer, Rose  

Michaels, Noreen  

Miller, Ann  

Miller, Diane  

Mirochnik, Galina  

Norgard, Charly & Sheri  

Noun, Joan & Binder, Jay  

Orenstein, Sally & family  

Peker, Busya  

Pieser, Eleanor  

Pistner, John & Kim  

Prawer, Ken & Bonnie  

Rosenberg, Gail  

Rothman, Ann Elise  

Rotstein, Sarah  

Scherzer, Marv  

Schraber,  

    David, Paula & Sons  

Schwartz, Tobi  

Simes, Hy & Josephine  

Simon, Jerome & Yetta  

Sinykin, Bob  

Smith, Dede & David  

Solodkina, Rakhil  

Sorkin, Meri  

Steinfeldt, Sharron & Oren  

Stillman, Tom & Sue  

Suponitsky, Aleksandr  

Tabert, Deborah & David  

Tilsner, Bill & Ryv  

Tragar, C.A.  

Upin, Alan  

Usem, Arnold & Harriet  

Weil, Barb  

Wolkowicz, Joe  

Zaretsky, Karolina  

Zats, Betty 



Sisterhood News 
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Closing Program and Installation of Officers ñ Thursday, May 14th, 6:30 p.m., dinner 

and program at Temple. Elvis tribute artists Steve and Tommy Marcio, a father and 

son team from Bethel, MN, will present òThe Elvis Experience.ó Steve has won many 

Elvis contests, performed in theater productions and sang lead vocals in a band for 

many years. He has always admired and respected Elvisõ music. Fifteen-year-old son 

Tommy, is a second generation Elvis impersonator and has been performing along 

with his dad. They have performed locally, in Branson, on cruise ships and recorded a 

CD on a family trip to Graceland in Sun Studios in Memphis. The entire family partici-

pates in their shows by running sound, lights and promotions. Come rock with the 

King! To reserve your spot for this event, send your $18 check by May 7th, payable to 

Temple of Aaron Sisterhood, to Marcia Taple at 1833 Eagle Ridge Dr. #4, Mendota 

Heights, MN 55118. The new slate of officers that will be installed for 2009-2011 

are:  President ­ Paula Schraber; Program Vice President ­ Marcia Taple; Membership 

Vice President ­ Roxanne Portnoy; Ways and Means Vice President ­ Shari Lowenthal; 

Treasurer ­ Marcella Kahn; Financial Secretary ­ Linda Eisenstadt; Recording Secre-

tary ­ Margie Schneider; Corresponding Secretary ­ Barbara Kaster; Notification Secre-

tary ­ Susan Kushner; Gift Shop Treasurer ­ Etta Lambright. New board members are 

Alexandria Ganzel, Linda Kowitz and Amy Miller Stern. Need a ride? Want to request a 

vegetarian meal? Have other questions? Call Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030. 

*       *       *       * 

Gift Shop Sale ­ ends May 31st!!  20% off everything except tefillin and kosher parch-

ments. Get an additional 20% on items already on sale!! What a perfect way to get all of 

your spring shopping done. Hours: Sundays 9-noon; Tuesdays 10-2 p.m.; Wednesdays 

10-1 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. Individual appointments can be made by calling Marcia Taple.  

*       *       *       * 

Building Fund cards are always available for all occasions and are only a phone call 

away. No fuss, no driving, no stamps! Call Janet Gordon (651-698-8809) or Sis Goren 

(651-686-0425).  

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

Sale Continues  

Thru May 31  

Regular Merchandise  
Discounted* 

Includes Books, Tapes, CDs 
                   Discount 
 

 
Sale Merchandise  

Take an Additional 20% 
*Exceptions: Tefillan &  

Mazzuzah Scrolls 
 

 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9-Noon/Tuesday 10-2 

Wednesday 10-1 & 6-8 pm  

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple, 651-688-3030 

20% 

Cantor Mitchell Kowitz paid a special visit to the St. Paul JCC Early Childhood Department 

to share Purim and Shabbat favorites with the children and staff. Always a welcome  

visitor, Cantor Kowitz delighted, engaged and entertained. 

Kowitz Helps St. Paul JCC Networking Group  

Informational Meeting ñ  
June 11, 2009 at 6:30 to 8:00 pm. 

Come to the informational meeting to 

learn about the Jewish Professionalsõ 

Networking Group. Open to those  

between the ages of 30 and 50, the 

purpose of the group is to introduce 

Jewish business people and entrepre-

neurs to one another with the goal of 

creating leads and referrals to help grow 

your business. The group will meet once 

a month at the Temple of Aaron at a 

time and date to be determined at the 

informational meeting. For further  

information or if you have any ques-

tions, please contact Norman I. Taple, 

Esq. of Gurstel, Staloch & Chargo, P.A. 

at 612-710-5804.     



Sam has been a member of the Tem-

ple of Aaron for over fifty years. Sam 

and his wife, Jeanne, of blessed 

memory, moved from New Jersey to 

St. Paul in 1956 and joined the Tem-

ple of Aaron in 1957.   

 

Sam is a World War II Veteran and 

been an active member of the Jewish 

War Veterans. He has held numerous 

positions, including Commander of 

Local Post 354 and State Com-

mander.   

 

Sam and Jeanne lived in Highland 

Park in St. Paul for 25 years where 

they raised their two children, Art and 

Maxine. After their children were 

grown, they moved to Lexington-

Riverside condominiums. Sam served 

on the city council and as mayor of 

Lilydale for several years. In 1997, 

Jeanne passed away.   

 

Since retiring, Sam has volunteered 

at Sholom Home in St. Paul and has 

been a driver for the Red Cross. Sam 

remains an active member of this 

synagogue, the Jewish War Veterans, 

the Temple of Aaron Menõs Club and 

the Hand and Heart Program at the 

Jewish Community Center, where he 

also does volunteer work. Until re-

cently he was a òregularó at our Sun-

day morning Minyan. 

Time Set to Honor Janet Gordon  
Save the date: Friday evening service at 8 P.M. on 

June 5, 2009. This will be truly wonderful evening 

as the Congregation finally has the opportunity to 

present the prestigious Ner Tamid Award to Janet 

Gordon ñ as well as share in the simcha of the bat 

mitzvah of Laura Jopp, daughter of Deborah & 

Ken Jopp.  

 

There is little question that the decision by the 

Temple of Aaron Board of Directors to honor Janet 

with this award can be justified in every way possi-

ble. Janet has been involved with Temple of Aaron 

for well over 50 years, making her a truly long-

standing member of the Temple of Aaron. Her his-

tory of volunteerism on behalf of the Temple is 

well known to virtually every active member. She 

was recruited by Rabbi Raskas over 50 years ago 

from Sisterhoodõs Torah fund to take over a new 

fund ñ The Temple of Aaron Building Fund ñ 

where the proceeds would come directly back to 

the synagogue to help with daily basic operations. Over the years, Janet has  

answered tens of thousands of calls, preparing and mailing cards honoring or  

commemorating virtually every kind of occasion, both joyous and solemn. 

 

There is no question that through her efforts, there has been an extraordinarily  

positive impact on the welfare and vitality of our Temple of Aaron membership from 

this activity alone, as members have the opportunity to recommit their dedication to 

the Temple and to remind the recipients of the cards of the importance of Temple of 

Aaron in all our lives. But Janetõs involvement doesnõt stop with the Building Fund. 

She has remained an active and dedicated member of Sisterhood as well, supporting 

and participating in many programs and fund raising events and other activities de-

signed to build involvement in Temple of Aaron over the years.  

 

Beyond the Ner Tamid presentation to Janet on June 5th, the Keruv committee is 

targeting that evening for very special companion event as well. If all goes as 

planned, the new Ner Tamid commemorative plaque should be installed and ready 

for dedication and viewing.  So please plan to attend services on June 5. Honor Janet 

by your presence and also share in Lauraõs simcha. Also, please keep in mind that 

the Ner Tamid fund has been established as an opportunity to honor recipients  

including Morrie Katz (last yearõs recipient) and Janet and to ensure that the  

Congregation will be in a position to make this award and present its impressive  

trophy for years to come.  

Temple of Aaron Choir members and friends served at the Ronald McDonald House 

in March. There was just enough for them to enjoy the meal, too! (L to R: Cynthia 

Freedman, Howie Bell, Maxine Block, Susan Flynn,  

Doris Rubenstein - seated).  7 

Long-time member  

Sam Glassman celebrated  

a special simcha!  
 

On April 15th, Sam turned 90.  



Bõnai Mitzvah 

Helen Derechin, daughter of Neil Derechin and Beatrice Rothweiler, will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on 

May 8 and 9, 2009.  

    Helen is in 7th grade at St. Paul Academy, where she participates in musicals and soccer. She also 

plays cello in the orchestra. Helen has been a dancer with CAAM-Chinese Dance Theater for 10 years 

and has performed throughout the Twin Cities.  

    Helen has designated Red Thread Charities and the American Refugee Committee for her tzedaka 

contribution. Red Thread Charities is a local group working to improve the health and development of 

children in orphanages in China.  

    Oneg Shabbat will be sponsored by Helenõs grandparents, Haddie Derechin and George and 

Therese Rothweiler.  

Helen Derechin 

Jamie Blair Oskey, daughter of Wendy and Tim Oskey, will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on May 22 and 

23, 2009. 

    Jamie is in 7th grade at Friendly Hills Middle School, where she participates in soccer, softball, 

band, student council, and ski club. She also enjoys camp, water skiing, listening to music, and  

hanging out with friends. 

    Jamie has designated  Pancreatic Cancer Action Network  (PanCAN) for her tzedakah contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush will be sponsored by her grandmother, Pat Rogovin. 

Jamie Blair Oskey 

8 

Bree Frances Peilen, daughter of Shelley Peilen, will celebrate her Bat 

Mitzvah on May 1 and 2, 2009. 

    Bree is in the 7th grade at SPA. At school she participates in choir and 

social justice. She also enjoys reading, piano, and time spent with the 

family Labrador retriever. 

    Bree has designated the Peilen Family Library Fund at Sholom Home  

in St. Paul for her tzedakah contribution. 

         

Luke Kennedy Peilen will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah with his twin sister, 

Bree. 

    Luke is in the 7th grade at SPA, where he participates in choir and 

chamber orchestra, and competes in the math league. He also enjoys 

classical piano and golf. 

    Luke has designated St. Paul Childrenõs Hospital for his tzedakah  

contribution. 

    Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Harriet Goldstein, Vicki Peilen & Shelley in loving memory 

of their parents, Beatrice & David Peilen, and in honor of Bree and Lukeõs Bõnai Mitzvah. 

Bree Frances Peilen Luke Kennedy Peilen 

Daniel Elijah Kladnitsky, son of Vladimir & Anna Kladnitsky, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah (Mincha) 

on Saturday, May 30, 2009.   

    Danny is in 7th grade at Falcon Ridge Middle School, where he participates in cross country,  

basketball and soccer. He also enjoys playing piano, swimming and  plays violin in the orchestra. 

Aidan enjoys talking with friends and hanging out with friends. He is a member of Temple of Aaron 

Kadima. 

    Danny has designated Hope for the Child for his tzedaka contribution.   

 

     Daniel Elijah Kladnitsky 



9 

Social Justice 

Happy Bar Mitzvah. There is a common misconception in the larger Jewish 

world that the Bar Mitzvah is the end of a process, indicating the culmination of 

growth into maturity. In reality, and certainly in practice at the Temple of Aaron, 

this is not the case. The Bar or Bat Mitzvah is only a time to pause in the mid-

dle of a much longer process. After 13 years, it is time to ask, òKnowing what I 

know now, and standing upon my experiences, where do I go next?ó  The same 

is true of organizations like Jewish Community Action. This year can be more 

than a celebration, it can be an opportunity to make a strong, effective and  

focused organization even more so.  Mazal Tov! 

                ñ Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein 

JEWISH COMMUNITY ACTION CELEBRATES  

13TH BIRTHDAY !!!!!!! 
 

History of Jewish Community Action 

 

In 1995, several members of the Jewish community came together and held 

conversations for creating a new Jewish organization in the Twin Cities. Mod-

eled after the organization Jewish Council on Urban Affairs, in Chicago, the Jew-

ish Metropolitan Organizing Project (JMOP) was formed. Incorporated in 1996, 

JMOP eventually became Jewish Community Action, and started down the path 

of organizing Jewish people from congregations and the broader community to 

participate in action to solve community problems and promote Tikkun Olam. 

Key Accomplishments in 

JCAõs History 
 

1998 ð JCA launches its first congre-

gational in-reach that leads to a  

focus on affordable housing, racial 

justice and community reinvestment. 

 

1999 ð JCA works with residents 

from the former Soviet Union to  

preserve affordable housing units in 

Oak Grove Towers in Minneapolis. 

 

2002 ð JCA, along with Gateway 

Interfaith Table for Affordable  

Housing and our temple members, 

creates more than 500 new units of 

housing along West 7th Street, 30 

percent of which are affordable. 

 

2004 ð JCA helps pass legislation to 

protect the rights of all immigrants 

through an ordinance supported by 

both St. Paul and Minneapolis police 

departments. Temple of Aaron mem-

bers are involved in this effort. 

 

2005 ð JCA launches its initiative to 

substantially increase the involve-

ment of unaffiliated Jews through 

the creation of Indie Jews.   

 

2006 ð JCAõs budget exceeds 

$500,000 for the first time and 

membership in JCA exceeds 600 

households. 

 

2008 ð JCA leads delegation of 

more than 100 people and raises 

more than $25,000 in support of 

workers and families in Postville, IA 

after the raid on Agriprocessors.   

JCA is involved in the launching of 

the Hekhsher Tzedek initiative. 

 

2009 ð JCA, as a member of the 

Coalition for Permanent Residency, 

succeeds in extending legal status 

for the Liberian community in the US 

(forced to come here after a 15 year 

civil war).  

Howard Goldman & Barbara 

Nordstrom  Loeb at Immigrant 

Rights rally April 2009. 

Vic Rosenthal speaking out in 

Postville. 

Bar Mitzvah Invitation  
Jewish Community Action proudly invites you to our Bar Mitzvah 

Party on Sunday, May 31, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Sabes JCC in 

St. Louis Park. A light brunch and cake will be served. You will hear 

from Rabbis and community leaders talking about the work of JCA. 

The party is free, but gifts to support JCA are welcome. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQU ESTED 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS  5769/2009 

6 SIVAN 5769   ¶   MAY 28, 2009 
 

 ELIANNA BIER ...................................... Cheryl/George ........................... 1830 Hillcrest (55116)  

 JEANNE BLOOMBERG ......................... Lois/Dr. Paul ............................. 2473 Haverton Rd (55120)  

 SONYA BLYAKHER ............................... Marina/Felix .............................. 1212 Summit Oaks Dr (55337)  

 ALEXIS BURBUL ................................... Eden/Jason ............................... 2247 Grange Ave N (55128)  

 JOSEPH DEVITT .................................... Ronna/Robert ........................... 1379 Murray St (55116)  

 MICHAEL FEINSTEIN ........................... Faye/Dr. Edward ....................... 2301 Field Stone Dr (55120)  

 BEN HEMINGWAY ................................ Wendy ........................................ 565 Coventry Pkwy (55123)  

 MATTHEW KAMMAN ............................ Laurie/Dr. Lee ........................... 2219 High Pointe Rd (55120)  

 EVANA KVASNIK .................................. Becca/Jon ................................. 1670 Beechwood (55116)  

 MADELINE LEVENTHAL ....................... Aaron ......................................... 1641 Juno (55116)  

 ROBERT MILLER .................................. Michele/Marc ............................ 3969 Northview Terrace (55123)  

 LAUREN OSKEY ................................... Wendy/Tim ................................ 671 Apache Lane (55120)  

 ELIANNA ROSENTHAL ......................... Dr. Sheila/Sol ............................ 2110 Edgecombe Rd (55116)  

 BAYLEY TAPLE ..................................... Robin/Dr. Loren ........................ 2121 Niles (55116) 

As a lifelong member of the Temple of Aaron, I have roots established for  

five generations. My grandfather William Butwin was a founding member, and my parents 

continued the commitment by being active members all their lives. Participating and watch-

ing my own family grow up in the congregation has been very rewarding. I am looking forward 

to being a part of my granddaughterõs bat mitzvah this summer. 

I have many fond memories of growing up at the Temple of Aaron: Sunday school, Purim car-

nivals, Simchat Torah, my bat mitzvah at the old synagogue, USY, confirmation, my wedding, 

anniversary, Passover Seders and my second bat mitzvah during the jubilee celebration. 

Being a part of a strong and vital congregation has been a big part of my life. Celebrating life 

cycles and special occasions and holidays with my family and friends have been very mean-

ingful to me. The volunteer jobs that I have held here through-out the years have given me a 

great sense of fulfillment. I look forward to the future sharing many enriching experiences 

with my fellow congregants at the Temple of Aaron.  Beryl Berke 
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