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Emmy Saxon ,
9\ Elisa Edelstein, .
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1 Michael Feinstein,
Evan Weil, Gilad Segal

9 Jeanne Bloomberg, Evana
Kvasnik, Lauren Oskey

Rabbi Alan and Rebecca Shavit.onstein
are pleased to invite the entire Temple of Aaron
congregation to celebrate their son
Noaho6s Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, January 10, 20009.
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Join us for a Kiddush Luncheon following services.
Friday Night services are at 8 p.m. followed by an Oneg Shabbat.
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Educating our Future

It happens more often than not. On a
Wednesday evening, after mincha/
maariv services, a Temple of Aaron
member will approach me and com-
ment on how bustling and busy the
synagogue building is. It is filled with

so many students and their parents
taking part in the Temple of Aaron
Religious School. Members who encoun-
ter this first hand, even those without
students in the school, deservedly feel a
great sense of pride. There is much to
be proud of in our religious school.

Each Wednesday afternoon and Sunday
morning, members arrive at the syna-
gogue to teach our students. These
committed teachers bring a wide range
of knowledge to the classroom. Many
are professional teachers, others bring
insights from a diversity of careers to
our students. The energy and excite-
ment they represent is invaluable to
engage students in the facts and facets
of our tradition, especially after a full
day of oregul ar sch
Our teachers are guided by a curriculum
that is relevant to the students and their
families. While covering a diversity of
topics, including Jewish traditions,

history, holidays and Hebrew, the under-
lying goal is to always provide relevant
lessons that build upon one another,
ensuring what they learn in the class-
room enables them to grow into Jews
who are both engaged and knowledge-
able.

This entire process would be impossible
without the strong leadership of our
Education Director, Wendy Goodman.
She guides teachers through the estab-
lished curriculum, while bringing them
innovative ideas to extend the lessons
outside of the classroom. Her deep
knowledge of the entire Temple of
Aaron family is invaluable in helping
each student flourish.

All of these elements combine to create
inquisitive students. The facts students
learn are important to any education,

but when it comes to a Jewish educa-
tion, it is equally important that they

ask good questions. | learn a great deal
when | visit classr

t he

Rabbi é se
include:

oOoHow did
ols there i fe on o
too lazy to save the world from Global

War mi ng?6é6 oWhat
Torah?6 oOWere Adam i'f“
people?06 oDid Jonah
whale?dé6 oWhat does rjs?
stand for?d6é6 oCan wel"

Havdal ah until Tues
remember Haman by eating hamen-
tashen?6 o0ls the
sanctuary just a |i

As you can see by these questions,
the Temple of Aaron religious/hebrew
school is a strong and essential part
of the synagogue, and one we can all
be proud of. The kids who attend are
not each our children, they are all

our future.

Rabbi Alan Shavit.onstein
rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org
651-698-8874, ext. 111

Wh at do | 6doi Ras
By Jan Phillips
ool . 6

First, there is sharing. I'tds about
there is the plain fun of talking wi/th
souls. We get to provide an attentive listening for a surprisingly wide range of re-
actions to the biblical text.

ngo

Then, there is discovery, the joy of mirekpanding vistas. Is this corny? How|
about adjusting to different guidelines for investigating a thing? Interacting with
Rashi over this minor matter of creation, for example, tumbles me upside down.
Often, because | stumble over the Hebrew, | cannot even identify for myself what
the issues are: that Rashi is disturbed by the Torah text that has God separating
light from darkness. We students drive toward Hubbell Telescope photos of the
Universe, tangling with modern physics or the psychology of creation, whereas
Rashi wants to grapple with the word play of the text, binding his comment with
ot her places in Torah where Oseparatio
the arrogance of my thought that Rashi
does not know Heisenberg or Hubbell. But he can go readily to Isaiah or to the
Psal mséand might get as specul ative
Rashi ds discipline teaches mor e. Hi s
midrash invite continuing discourse: for example, that light cleanly distinct from
darkness may be a proper model for grappling with right being quite distinct fron
wrong. Discourse with Rashi, especially with a group of friends, is about sharing
0gotchads@dand O0ah

=

Almost every Saturday morning at 8 am before Shabbat Services, a group
Temple of Aaron members get together with Rabbi Shalibnstein to study the
words of the weekly Torah portion, alongside the classical commentary of
medieval wine making rabbi known as Rashi. You are cordially invited to join u
Coffee, tea and hot chocolate are served, and no Hebrew is required. During th
Lunch and Learn on January 17thwe will offer a Taste of Rashi along side a free

lunch. Please contact Rabbi Shavllonstem for more information.
ooms for O0AsKk he
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Cantor 0O0s

On Friday night, January 23, 2009, we will be hosting tiMetropolitan Male Choir
We have enjoyed their powerful music for the past 12 years to commemorate Mar-
tin Luther King Day. The influence of African American spiritual music resonates
throughout our American society. It relates the story of pain, slavery, joy and exalta-
tion. There are so many commonalities that Jews share with African Americans. Our
experience of joy and pain is written through decades of spiritual music on both
sides. We as Jewsplayed a visible role during the time of the march that Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. led to the Capitah Washington D.C. We both have an understanding
of how hard life can be and also the success that can come from uniting our voices
for worthy causes.

Every time this group comes to Temple of Aaron, it gives me chills. The Metropolitan
Male Choir has prepared a special 2009 musical cantata honoring Martin Luther
King, Jr . Under the direction of Ben
Wheel , 6 00h Freedomdé and oWe Shall Ov
every one of you to join us as we honor a great man and a great American. Bring
your friends and neighbors and let us lift our voices high and with pride as we cele-
brate our diversity, and the many things that we have in common. It will be an eve-
ning to remember.

We are now in our 9th year for our informal and musickrev Shabbat Liveservice
format. These services are generally held on the second and last Friday evening of
each month (with some exceptions). The Mollie Tankenoff Family Fund provides the
needed resources to make this special service take place. | want to express special
thanks to Gary & Marsha and Jim & Paula Tankenoff for their vision and support in
creating this vibrant program fund honoring their mother's love of music. The recent
addition of clarinet to violin, drums, guitar, vocalist, keyboard and a new evolution-
ary musical format have proved to be a rousing success. If you have never been to
one of these services, | strongly encourage you to come and join us as we sing to-
gether as a Temple family. The next two upcoming dates for an Erev Shabbat Live
service are on January 9th and January 30th. We are on the cutting edge as we con-
sistently make service changes to generate increased joy and participation. Our
Temple is vibrant, energetic and uplifting for all who come through our doors. | hope
to see many of you for this special singing service.

Grief Support Group Meets at the Temple of Aaron
Grieving and its stressors pass more quickly when you share the feelings in a safe
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Z a c HhagzaryMitchell B. Kowitz! |

e I Ba@zanenitch@tdmplewfaanoh.org 0

651-698-8874, ext. 113

JANUARY WEDDING

ANNIVERSARIES

We display every 5 years and all
anniversaries of more than 50 years

X X -I
5 Brianna and Ben Axelrod

25 Maj-britt Syse and

Mordecai Specktor

55 Rita and Mel Shear

58 Lyubov and Lev Abramovich
60 Dina and Efim Slutsky

66 Bernice and Bill Rosen

66 Rosella and Manny Manos

environment with people who are experiencing the same thing. The Temple of Aaron
Grief Support Group meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from 6:30
8:00 p.m. at Temple of Aaron. This group is open to all and is offered free of charge.
For more information, contact group facilitators Liz Melcher and Esther Winthrop,
JES Senior Services Case Managers, at 6698-0767.

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group Meets at Mount Zion

Caring for those who are experiencing
der can be challenging and stressful
encing the support of others can be very beneficial for caregivers. A monthly support
group for caregivers meets the last Tuesday of every month at Mt. Zion Temple (1300}
Summit Ave, St. Paul) from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. It is open to the entire Twin Cities
Jewish community and is offered at no charge. If you would like more information
about the support group, contact Chris Rosenthal at Jewish Family Service of St. Pau
(651-690-8920).

Save Time With Our Phone
System: 651 -698-8874

Save this article so you know how
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or
p 38 fageption: figsions pre:

he
e
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Hazzan Kowitz 113
Wendy Goodman, Dir. Yth Serv. 112
Aaron Liebo, Youth Dir. 115
Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv. 116
Kathy Berg, Ritual Admin. Asst. 107
Kim Thomey, Office/School 100
Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr. 110
Ken Agranoff , Exec. Dir. 106
Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen 121
Yahrzeit Questions 104



Department of Youth

The month ofDECEMBERrought days of fun of being togethed play practices,
Hanukah celebration during school, visits to the Sholom Home, by our 7th and 8th
grade classes where we celebrated Hanukah with the residents. Our annual fire drill
went well, Herzl Camp and Camp Ramah were with us as were representatives from
USY Pilgrimage and Alexander Muss High School in Israel. It is again exciting to see
our young people think about their summer of fun! Our 8th graders collected warm
jackets and gloves for the needy, and 9th graders are again planning on serving
brunch at Ronald McDonald House. 5th grade parents made siddur covers for their
children. We are looking forward to an exciting January!

Director of Youth Services TODAH RABAHt 0 everyone who ma d.e t he Hanukah
To Janie and David Berg for sponsoring the event; to Tracie Steinman and her
wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org ) : . i
helpers: Gregg Steinman, Sharon Schwartz, David Polansky, Paula Schraber; to
651-698-8874, ext. 112 > )
our Mends Club volunteers for handling t
Manson Lambright, Harlan Stern, Gary Portnoy, George Bier, John Bordeaux,
David Baldinger, Hugh Gitlin; to Ron Less who spoke with our Honors class
about medical ethics.

SAVE THE DATE:

Wendy Goodman,

January 3,4 Weekend Classes Resume
7 Wednesday Classes Resume
9 Play Preview during Services
16 5th Grade Siddur Presentation
February 1 Scholarship Committee Meeting

Calkin for 2012 Bar/Bat Dates
57,8 ANYTHING GOES

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SUMMER JEWISH EXPERIzNGE&Secided on Sunday,
February 1. We will be in contact with the families in early February and will disburse
in early spring. Call Wendy Goodman with any questions.

Aaron Liebofi Youth Director
aaronliebo@templeofaaron.org

651-698-8874, ext. 115 IT IS TIME TO SELECT BAR AND BAT MITZVAH DATES FOR@M&y 651/698-
6596 on Sunday, February 1 between 10am and 1pm. Leave your name, phone
January Programs! number, your childfés name and birth dat
In January we will be having two they were received. We will send a confirmation post card once a date has been
extremely fun events at Club Just assigned. Questions? Call Wendy Goodman at the synagogue office.

Jump! We went to Just Jump last year
and it quickly became a kid favorite!

T o .EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR BAR/BAT MITZVAH
aste of BoOoresheet

Bdresheet (5th and 'IrBortdeﬁ to kegp gqun}__erpbgr infoW\pd|of|synagogue p_ol_icies, we o_ccasionally reprint parts in
join forces with our Chaverim (3rd and this space. For a full list of syhagogue polices, please visit the website at templeofaaron.org.
4th Graders) for a fun night at Just
Jump on: Sat., Jan. 24, 6:08®:30

With RSVP: $15 / Walldp: $25

RSVP tanarkdvine@templeofaaron.org
by Wednesday, January 21.

The child must be Jewisld born of a woman who herself was born Jewish, or, if the
child was born to a woman who has been ¢
birth. If the child has been adopted or born to a nedewish woman before the woman
converts, the child must undergo a conversion ceremony.

Noodles and Co. for dinner will be Candidates for Friday night/Saturday morning Bar and Bat Mitzvah must be enrolled
served at the Temple. in our Rossy and Richard Shaller Hebrew School, the St. Paul Talmud Torah Afternoon
8th Graders: School, the Minneapolis Talmud Torah Afternoon School, a Jewish Day School for 5
8th Graders will go to Just Jump just a consecutive years including the 7th grade year.

week later: Sat., Jan. 31, 6:08:30 Al'l Bonai Mitzvah must attend a mini mum
With RSVP: $15\ Wallp: $25 School, including the 7th grade year. Students must successfully complete each year

RSVP tanarkdivine@templeofaaron.org  with regard to Jewish learning process, attendance and behavior.
by Wednesday January 28th

Dinner will be served. Families who have moved into our community or who have become members too

late to fulfill the list of educational requirements are required to present evidence of

Note: A waiver must be signed by all similar training from their previous synagogue affiliation. If this is not possible, the
participants: It is available online at student may qualify for a Minha (Saturday evening) Bar or Bat Mitzvah. In determin-
http://toayouth.webs.com and will ing qualifications, the Board of Directors will consider distance and learning issues.

also be available at the Temple the
day of the program.



2008 Recap of Youth Fun
Where has the time gone? | cannot
believe that we are already done with
the 2008 part of the 2008-2009 School
Year. Here is a quick recap of the events
for our 5th-8th Grades:

September:

Both BOoresheet (5t
our 8th Graders started out the year by
going to the brand new Grand Slam in
Burnsville. We were able to enjoy a fun
evening of Laser Tag, Batting Cages anc
Mini-Golf!

October:

4 n October, BOresh
cosmic bowling at Cedarvale Lanes!
The kids had an awesome time trying to
bowl perfect games with laser lights and
blackdight lit shoes.

-The 8th Graders tried out a new pro-
gram by having a Gourmet Cooking
Night. The kids chopped, baked, mixed
and everything else it takes to prepare a
gourmet dinner. They made pasta with
two sauces, garlic bread and the most
amazing SOmore Des
ever eaten!

November:

Boéresheet went on
Grade Shabbaton at Camp Friendship.
Despite the cold weather, the kids still
had a great time bonding over ice-
breaker games, teardbuilding ropes
course activities, and an amazing game
of Big Base! We also had a discussion
about how the kids feel they connect to
Judaism. (Some answers included Shab-
bat Family Dinners, Camp and Holiday
Celebrations and camp.)

-The 8th Graders had a lockn at the
Temple. We enjoyed Chinese food, had
DDR and Guitar Hero Tournaments and
enjoyed the Movie 21. The night was
capped off by eating some scrumptious
pies from Baker Square!

| want to thank everyone who has
helped me so far in staffing these fun
events. They include Annie Bloomberg
(8th Grade Programs) and Hanna
Libman and Aaron Liebo (5th and

6th Grade Programs).

If you have any questions or program
suggestions, please eanail me at:
markdivine@templeofaaron.org

| canot wai t for 2

i Mark Divine
Assistant Youth Director

Kinnus: Denver

As we have returned from a fun
Thanksgiving weekend with our
Jewish peers from the midvest
EMTZA Region, we are filled with
memories, laughter, and many

|l essons. During
we joined 175 Jewish teenagers
at the 4-star Sheraton Hotel in
Downtown Denver from Novem-

ber2730. This yeard

was a huge success! The USYers
had a blast, participating in a

OKinnusStocko6 cel

informative discussions, crea-
tive Tikun Olam programs, and
interesting discussions about
being a Conservative Jew. The
USY cechairs of Zach Ginsburg
and Reena Siegel did a great job
in putting together activities that
ranged from Art Museums and
outdoor malls to break dancing
and Elvis led weddings. While
having a great time, the USYers
raised money to send to Mum-
bai in support of their recent
attacks. Our TUSY members had
a fantastic time seeing and
making friends in our EMTZA
Region and are already looking
forward to Winter Shabbaton in
Kansas City on January 30th!
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Our deep and sincere
sympathy to the families
of the following members
who have passed away

Sarah Bernstein
Max Granzberg
Sharon Weiss

Thank you {odah rabah) to those listed below who supported our

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more
November 2008 HeshvarKislev 5769

Agranoff, Betty
Appelbaum,

Murray & Arlene
Axelrod, Linda
Baskina, Ella
Becker, Joe
Bergal, Ruth
Besner, Rae
Bomberg, Lorraine
Bosworth, Tom & Lynda
Braufman, Madalyn
Bream, Rose
Bubar, Sana & Dmitriy
Dietz, Al
Divine, Arnold & Rae
Edelstein, Rebecca
Ellis, Recelle
Fiedelman,

Eileen Sweet & family
Freeman, Gretta
Geller, Rosie & Loren
Getsug, Doris & Earl
Gilats, David
Goldenberg, Herb
Goldetsky, Celia
Goldman, Irene

Grobovsky, Shirley
Grossman, Rose
Hirsekorn, Fred
Kaminsky, Beverly
Kane, Mitzi

& Bonnie Buchbinder
Kaplan,

Esther & Reuben
Kaplan, Louis
Kaplan, Rick & Jane
Katz, Chelle & Leon
Khaskin, losif
Klein, Gary & Marion
Kloner, Louise
Knox, Marian & Naphtali
Kopilenko,

Alexander & Bella
Lane, Harriet & Miles
Levine, Allen & Nancy
Makiesky, Bernice
Marvy, Bob, Florie & family
Miller, Ruth
Munic, Doris
Orenstein, Sally & family
Phillips, Jan & Janet

Rein, Mildred

Resig, Sandy & Bonnie
Ringer, Jim & Sherm
Rosenthal, Goldie
Sadowsky, Abel
Savage, Edith
Schwartz, Gary
Shneur, Grigoriy
Shumilovsky, Serafima
Smookler,

Richard & Diane
Soroka, Tatyana
Spiszman, Alice
Stacker, Howard
Stein, Jackie
Stein, Lawrence
Suponitsky, Aleksandr
Tenenbaum, David
Tilsen, Sandra
Tragar, C.A.

Uchenik, Esfir
Ward, Allen
Weber, Betty
Weinberg, Idele

Raskin, Maria

Spotlight on Our Membership Committee

Hi, my name is Jim Leventhal. | have been a member of the
Temple of Aaron for 35+ years. Over the last couple of years,
| have been involved with the welcoming committee and other
various groups. Not only has it made me more familiar with all
the attractions of the Temple of Aaron, but it has made me
many more friends and contacts. | feel privileged and honored
to be a member of this association.

In the upcoming issues of the Aaronian we will be introducing
more committee members and some general members that
have earned recognition.

Please consider joining the Membership Committee. We welcome all members with fres

ideas and any concerns or questions you may have. This is your opportunity to say some-

S X

. to Anna Angus for leading
services for the first time on Nov.
20th. Great Job!

V{4

. to Sally Orren, Delia Sevak, and
Betty Agranoff, who worked on mail-
ing December bulletin.

. to Alan Divine for taking the
rabbinic role and leading minyan
Dec 3.

. To Bill Lerman for filling in for
h Larry Eisenstadt on November 22.

thing about our Temple and what you would do to make it feel more like home. So com
on board and make a differencelLeave a message at the synagogue office and Julie
Sander, Wendy Beth Gahm or | will quickly respond.

Al so please remember the Mends CIl forbmalesp o
and females, members and nomimembers, Sunday, February 1, 2009, in the Fink Youth

Lounge, with a giant TV screen where you can eat, kibbitz and watch good ole foofball

maybe even a card game or two. I encour
meet other members and have a great time.

Cemetery Planning Saves

Family Stress
n €Qtact Exegutive Difegtor gken
Agranoff, 651-698-8874 x106, to
schedule a 15minute meeting to
a [pWew,optigns,glgcgtions gnd iy
nanuaP/lnformation. Flower plant-
ing can be endowed forever by

creating a fund for $2,000.

Suy

me ;



Sisterhood News

Shopping the Twin Cities Like a Pfo Thursday, Jan. 15th, 6:30 p.mPioneer Press

columnist Allison Kaplan wil!/l be |l eadi
i ssues. She is a Twin Cities authority
Girls6 on FM107.1, is the founder & ed

issues for theDaily Heraldin Chicago, and her columns have appeared in numerous
publications such asLucky, Shop Etc., Mpls St. Paul, Minnesota Briden d
North Shore She is a graduate of The University of Wisconsikladison School of
Journalism. A light supper will be served. Send your $8 check, payable to Temple of
Aaron Sisterhood, by Jan. 8th, to Marcia Taple, 1833 Eagle Ridge Dr. #4, Mendota
Heights, MN 55118.

*
Sisterhood Shabbafi Friday, Feb. 6th, 6:00 p.m. Dinner, followed by 8:00 p.m.
Services led by Sisterhood. Karen Lukin, the IntraContinental Region President of
Womeno6s League for Conservative Judai s
for the dinner, send your check by Jan. 30th , payable to Temple of Aaron Sisterhood,
to Marcia Taple. The dinner is $18 for adults and $8 for children 12 and under.
To request a vegetarian meal or if you need a ride, call Marcia at 6688-3030.
To participate in Shabbat Services, call Sue Schwartz at 6851 -2188.

* * * *

Education Committe& If interested in starting up this new committee, call Paula
Schraber at 651-454-2708.

* * *

h

Chi c 4 g o d Gjftware & Judaica
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SISTERHOOD GIFT SHO
651-699-9192

Something
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We Gift Wrap!
Bar/Bat Mitzvah
& Bridal Registry
Support your Sisterhood Gift Shojj
Support your Synagogue

everni

Sunday 9:00Noon
Tuesday 10:002:00
Wednesday 101 & 6-8 pm
By Appointment Call:
Marcia Taple

651-688-3030

Pat Horne and Marcia
Taple representing Temple
of Aaron Sisterhood at the

International Biennial

Womenos
Convention, held

in Detroit, LEAGUE FOR
JUDAISM
Rossy and

Richard Shaller

Family Sholom

East Campus
Needs You

The new facility in
Highland Park on
West 7th Street will
open in February
2009. Please contact
Sholom Volunteer
Coordinator
Jim McDonald at
651-637-0287 to
share your talent and
interest.

HAZAK Features Tai Chi on
March 1, 2009

On March 1st, Hazak will welcome
David Sakry, the Tai Chi instructor
from the JCC, to give us an introduc-
tion to this wonderful program.

Tai Chi is a traditional Chinese martial
art that uses slow, controlled move-
ments and various postures for medi-
tation and breath regulation. It en-
hances the flow of vital energy in the
body, improves blood circulation and
enhances immune functions.Tai Chi
is one of the most broadly applicable
systems of selfcare in the world.

Please join us at 3:30 p.m. for an hour
of time with David.We will then have
an early supper with box suppers from
Cecil 6s and ti me f
dressed in comfortable clothes.

The cost for the program and supper
is $12.00

RSVP to Margie Schneider, 65698-
435 or 7381ljbs@comcast.netiInclude
your preference of sandwichi turkey,
corned beef or vegetarian.

(0]
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Dast uist

Billy- Andrew Weil
Evelyn- Sam Schraber
Moonface- Ben Saxon
Eli Whitney- Daniel Werl

Men:

Captain- Robbie Miller

Purser Dan Kelman

Rabbt Isaac Specktor

David the Scout Asaf Segal
Moesha the ScoutMatt Bernick
Lead Sailor- Michael Feinstein
Steward- Ben Hemmingway
Sailor- Andy Bernick

Sailor- Ezra Strohm

Sailor- Gilad Segal

Sailor Evan Weill

Drunk - Noah ShavitLonstein

Women:

Reno- Erica Solomon

Hope- Sara Gotlieb

Bonnie- Alexis Burbul

Mrs. Harcourt- Sarah Johnson
Chastity (Head Angel) and

Asst. ChoreographerElisa Edelstein

Charity (Head AngebBayley Taple
Reporter- Ellie Schneider
Cameraman- Bevin Waters

Yael the Scout Ellie Berg

Purity (Angel} Jeanne Bloomberg
Virtue (Angel} Lauren Oskey
Steamy (Angel} Sami Saltzman
Glide (Angel} Natalie Baldinger
Pixie (Angel} Rachel Haim

Spicy (Angel} Sophie Gotlieb
Doc (Angel} Emily Saxon
2nd Mate - Rachel Kaplan
Girl 1i Shelly Kowitz

Girl 2-Rachel Lerman

Girl 3-Marissa Schneider

Play Chairs Julie Gotlieb, Polly Saxon, Margie Solomon

TUSY President Sam Schraber

N

y

Dates/times:

Feb 5 (7:30pm & USY night)
Feb 7 (6:30pm) 1 Feb 8 (12:30pm)

Student Director Jacob Abel
Assistant Director/Choreographer Michelle Perle

USY Vice President
Erica Solomon

Bayley Taple




~dSocilal Justice

Repairing the World

For Jewish Mystics, the act of creating the world was as much
about destruction as it was about building. Yes, God creates the
Universe, but the very act of making room for the rest of the
Creation demands that God must withdraw from being always
everywhere and everything. This has unintended consequences,
causing sparks of Divinity to be caught up in the material world.
Returning these sparks to God is known as Tikkun.

These musings on metaphysics also have practical implications.
The same words that are used by mystics apply to our very practi-
cal work in this world: Tikkun Olam, political and social change to
bring about a better world. Our work for social justice is rooted in
the very creation; the firm knowledge that the world is not yet
complete, and that repair is possible. In addition, Judaism gives
us a clear vision of our goal
fundamental or important.

fi Rabbi ShavitLonstein

Vic and son, Aaron, marching for justice in Postville

Social Justice at the Temple of Aaron
The Social Justice Committee has several projects on the drawing
board as we approach 2009:

1) Temple members are working with Common Bond and
Jewish Community Action to support the development of
a new building which will provide affordable units for
families who struggled with homelessness.

2) Heksher Tzedel® bringing kosher food into compliance
with Jewish ethical standards by working with members of
other Conservative synagogues in the Twin Cities and JCA

3) Ongoing projects: Ronald McDonald House, Habitat for
Humanity, Project Home

The Social Justice Committee, in conjunction with JCA, has also
been important in advancing the strategic planning objectives of
the Temple of Aaron.

What is Jewish Community
Action (JCA)?

JCA brings together members of the
Jewish community to solve problems
confronting people of Minnesota.
They work with congregations, the
unaffiliated, and youth to pursue
Tikkon Olam. With 700 households
and professional staff, JCA follows
the teachings of Torah and the Jewish
tradition to pursue social and
economic justice.

odds kind of wor|l d.

PROFILE: Vic Rosenthal

Vic became a community organizer in
college and has been engaged in
social justice work ever since. Nearly
12 years ago he became involved with
Community Action. He has been the
executive director for the past 8 years
and is motivated by the opportunity to
organize the Jewish community to
respond to critical problems like
foreclosures, poverty, and the lack of
health care. Vic has been the chair of
the Templebds Soci
for more than 10 years.

al
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