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Rabbi Alan and Rebecca Shavit-Lonstein 

are pleased to invite the entire  

Temple of Aaron congregation  

to celebrate their son 

Noah’s Bar Mitzvah  

Saturday, January 10, 2009.  

— 
Join us for a Kiddush Luncheon 

following services.   

Friday Night services are at 8 p.m. 

followed by an Oneg Shabbat.  

  

Dynamic Hanukah Party For Everyone Starts at 

10:00am on Sunday, December 14, 2008  

• Musical spectacular at 10:00am • 

•  Elementary students amaze us in sanctuary  •  

•  Games, prizes and food for everyone in our community at 10:30  • 

•  Menorah Contest welcomes all artists. Prizes for all entries  • 

•  Bring tzedakah for free admission  • 

•  We are collecting jackets, hats, mittens, gloves, and food  • 

for needy children in our community 

•  Invite friends, family and neighbors  •  
— This spectacular morning event is sponsored by the David A. Berg Family Endowment Fund. — 

THE NEW SHOLOM HOME 

NEEDS YOU!!!  
In a few short months (Feb 2009!), 

Sholom Home East will be our 

neighbor, opening their doors to the 

new facility on W. 7th Street adjacent 

to Highland Park! This new nursing 

home is seeking volunteers and  

hoping Temple of Aaron can help!  

Volunteers are needed for a variety of 

programs and assistance! If you have 

time, a talent, whether it be once a 

year, once a month or more, please 

contact Jim McDonald, Sholom’s  

V o l u n t e e r  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  a t  

651.637.0287. Watch the bulletin for 

a complete list of opportunities. 



From the Rabbi’s Desk . . .  
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Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Year of Connections Begins 
On the first day of Rosh Hashanah this 

year, I took some time out of the service 

to speak about the many different affin-

ity groups (or circles of community) that 

our members fit into at the Temple of 

Aaron. I hoped to demonstrate the way 

we are all connected by throwing 

streamers all around the sanctuary, 

connecting members with one another. 

 

I also spoke of my goal to make the  

time between now and the next High 

Holydays, a Year of Connections, where 

the Temple provides multiple avenues 

for each member to connect with their 

Judaism, with their friends and family, 

and with themselves. By drawing and 

improving these connections, we take 

full advantage of the diversity of our 

congregation, which not only strength-

ens our community, but the entire  

Jewish people.  

 

We are already off to a strong start,  

with programs, classes and worship  

that reach into many of our circles, and  

connect with a variety of our members. 

Let us explore just a few of them.  

 

On Sunday October 26th, the Inver Hills 

Community Orchestra joined our Temple 

of Aaron choir and Hazzan Mitchell  

Kowitz for an energetic afternoon of 

tunes from Hollywood. The sanctuary 

welcomed appreciative music lovers, 

from both within and without the con-

gregation. The synagogue was filled with 

joyous music, excited energy, and was 

proudly represented. It reminded us of 

the important role that the Temple of 

Aaron plays as a part of the culture of 

St. Paul.  

 

Equal energy was present at the annual 

Men’s Club Bonfire after Shabbat ended 

on November 1st. Following the tradi-

tion common in Israel of building fires 

on the beach to celebrate both holidays 

and weddings, the Men’s Club spon-

sored a bonfire to celebrate the end of 

summer. Men, women and many chil-

dren showed up to sing, eat smores, 

drink hot apple cider and share stories 

around the flames. Events like this dem-

onstrate that the Temple is also a place 

for gathering together in joy even out-

side of formal worship and study. 

Not that worship and study aren’t impor-

tant. Indeed, over the past few months, 

there have been changes already in the 

format and tone of prayer at the Temple 

of Aaron, that have been directly  

inspired by the work of the strategic 

planning process. Erev Shabbat Live, 

the twice monthly, musical service wel-

coming the start of Shabbat, has been 

unplugged. By removing the amplifica-

tion, more space has been created for 

congregational participation. This softer, 

more subtle approach also emphasizes 

the meditative nature of the Friday night 

service, and appeals to both regular 

attendees at services, and those new  

to the experience.  

 

More subtle changes have been made 

to the Saturday Morning Shabbat ser-

vice as well. We are pausing frequently 

during the service to explore the mean-

ing of the prayers and the underlying 

Jewish values they support. The goal 

has been simple, to make the prayer 

experience more accessible and more 

meaningful to everyone who attends.  

In addition, the parents’ role has been 

modified during the Bar and Bat Mitz-

vah ceremonies, so as to make sure 

that non-Jewish parents are able to  

participate as fully as possible. We have 

added to our Friday night celebrations 

occasional potluck dinners, and  

extended sit down kiddushes on  

some Saturdays.  

 

Full participation was also the goal of 

our Simhat Torah Celebration on Octo-

ber 21st, which we combined with our 

Consecration ceremony for our youngest 

religious school students. We had the 

opportunity to open up the entire Torah 

so that all could approach it and see it 

up close. This left students with a pow-

erful connection to our ancient tradition, 

and understanding of it as an invaluable 

inheritance.  

 

On October 24th, the synagogue hon-

ored member Morrie Katz as the first 

recipient of the Ner Tamid Award. This 

recognition of the important contribu-

tion that volunteers make to the Temple 

comes directly from the work of our 

Strategic Planning process, and was 

directed by Ritual Coordinator Larry 

Eisenstadt. It is part of the larger effort 

to make sure that we honor each mem-

ber’s gifts, and honor the work they do 

on behalf of the Temple.   

 

We have also embarked on an ambi-

tious new direction for Adult Education 

at the Temple. On November 5th we 

started an exciting series of classes to 

augment our standard offerings. We 

continue to hold our most popular of 

classes: Hebrew, Bible, Coffee with 

Rashi and Fundamentals of Judaism. 

We have added classes taught by well-

known professors from around the Twin 

Cities on topics such as: Exotic Jewish 

Communities, and Synagogues through 

the Ages.  

 

This abundance of programs and wor-

ship services demonstrates the depth 

and breadth of Temple of Aaron mem-

bers. They touched many groups within 

our community. In the year ahead, we 

look forward to many additional pro-

grams. As I did during the Rosh Hasha-

nah, I would like to again invite you to 

participate in the rich variety of offerings 

the synagogue has; and to help suggest 

and develop programs and areas that 

you feel we are still missing. Together, 

we can build the sacred web of connec-

tions that will improve our community, 

and deepen our connections to our  

Judaism and to ourselves.  
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Cantor’s Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

Time Does Make a Difference 
As I reflect upon our successful High Holydays, I am excited and energized about 

our future at Temple of Aaron. I was most impressed with the way 32 Torah Read-

ers, both teenagers and adults, read on the holydays of Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret 

and Simhat Torah. This led us into a big celebration of over 400 people at our  

concert on Sunday, October the 26th with the Inver Hills Symphonic Band. We have 

so much to take pride in at the Temple. There is a new buzz in the air again. We are 

once again on the road to being a true warm and inviting temple with top-notch  

programming, charismatic caring clergy and professional leadership.   

 

As I reflect on my 20 years here at the Temple, I was drawn to look at the upcoming 

list for the B’nai Mitzvah class of 2009. Since my arrival in 1988, I’ve averaged 25 

students per year for intense, fun, one-on-one training. I did the math and was 

blown away. My, how time has passed quickly. I take great joy in being able to, not 

only serve as your Hazzan, but to have impacted the lives of so many teenagers.  

I hope and pray that I have made a difference in their lives by showing them that 

Judaism is not only a joyous and passionate experience, but to speak the words of 

my own children, ―Judaism can be really cool.‖   

 

When I was a little kid in Jacksonville, Florida, I was Jr. Congregational Leader at 12 

years old. There was something exciting to me about the melodies and chanting our 

liturgy. I came home one day and told my mom and dad that I thought that Judaism 

was really cool. They asked me why I felt so. I told them because it is filled with so 

many fun melodies and prayers. I still feel this way. I am committed to being able to 

continue for another 20 years, God willing, so that I can reach a point in my life 

where I feel that my time in this career has truly made a difference.   

 

I feel very lucky and privileged to be at the Temple of Aaron. We are a very special 

synagogue filled with dedicated leadership and the best congregation in the coun-

try. May we go from strength to strength as we are planning our celebration for our 

100th year anniversary in 2010. Thank you for letting me serve you. Thank you for 

letting me be me. 

 

DECEMBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 5 Aviva Abosch and  

  Joseph Dowd  
 

 20 Marianna Dobkina and  

  Felix Blyakher  
 

 25 Sandy and Joe Wolkowicz  
 

 30 Wendy and Steve Baldinger  
 

 30 Laurie and Lee Kamman  
 

 35 Candy and Mike Malinoff  
 

 35 Linda and Larry Eisenstadt  
 

 51 Joanie and Alan Levey  
 

 52 Honey and Larry Zelle  
 

 55 Evelyn and Mel Kamin  
 

 61 Esther and Marty Capp 
 

 61 Ann and Hersh Specktor  
 

 62   Amy and George Sitkoff  

Cemetery Planning Saves 

Family Stress  
Contact Executive Director Ken Agran-

off, 651-698-8874 x106, to schedule a 

15-minute meeting to review options, 

locations and financial information. 

Flower planting can be endowed  

forever by creating a fund for $2,000. 

Torah Readers/ 

Golden Kepah 
 

We are so grateful to have so many 

talented Torah readers in our syna-

gogue. Both teenagers and adults par-

ticipated during the holydays of Sukkot, 

Shemini Atzeret and Simhat Torah.  

It is so rewarding to see so many peo-

ple bring their skills to life as each and 

every one of them are going for their 

Golden Kepah Torah reading award.   

 

The following students read on first day 

of Sukkot: Sophie Gotlieb who received 

her Golden Kepah on this date, Andy 

Bernick, Ellie Rosenthal, Lucy Witchell 

and Devin Werthauser. 

 

The following students read on the  

second day of Sukkot: Isaac Specktor, 

Gilad Segal, Rachel Lerman, Samantha 

Saltzman, Paulina Marell and Ezra 

Strohm. 

 

The following students read for the 

intermediate Shabbat Sukkot: Bailey 

Alexander, Abe Clark, Ashley Wilton, 

Michael Kowitz, Shelly Kowitz, Sophie 

Kaye, Danny Axelrod and Tess  

Kaufman.   

 

The following students read for 

Shemini Atzeret: Joe Lane, Max  

Lowenthal, Dylan Norgard and  

Michael Rutzick. 

 

The following adults read for Simhat 

Torah: Elaine Adelman, Linda Kowitz, 

Nancy Lane, Terry Troutner, Sue  

Rosner, Cheryl Bier and Catherine 

Wheaton. 

 

We are so blessed to have so much 

involvement from so many talented 

individuals as we have here at Temple 

of Aaron. They bring great pride, not 

only to Temple of Aaron, but to Judaism 

itself. 



Brenda Straus; Shabbatonim by Sherman 

and Lois Devitt; Special Speakers by Nancy 

and Dr. Stephen Lane and Polly and Michael 

Saxon. 

To explore options, contact Executive  

Director Ken Agranoff (651)698-8874 or  

kenagranoff@templeofaaron.org.  

The month of NOVEMBER brought days of 

fun of being together – 5th and 6th grade 

shabbaton, Special Person’s day during  

Sunday School,  everyone in the school 

made Challah, visits to the Sholom Home by 

the seventh and eighth graders. We had two 

extremely successful B’resheet events under 

the leadership of Mark Divine – the kids 

went bowling after lunch one Sunday and 

were able to go to Grand Slam later in the 

month!  USYers and Kadimaniks went apple 

picking in Afton; Tryouts for the play were 

held mid-month, and rehearsals began in 

earnest. 

FAVORITE PLACE TO VISIT FOR OUR  

STUDENTS!! Each school year brings  

frequent visits for our students to visit with 

the residents of Sholom East – some with 

more regularity than others. Our seventh 

grade Hebrew School class visits monthly 

and reaps the rewards of developing rela-

tionships with special people there. Our  

entire Elementary Department will visit on 

January 25th, leading services, singing 

songs, sharing snacks and distributing gifts 

that they made in Art for the residents.   

The 8th grade visited in October and will do 

so again in December. We always wish for 

our students to develop meaningful relation-

ships with the residents.  A perfect example 

is the following story:  four of our students 

became friendly with our member Philip 

Rothenberg, a new resident of Sholom East.  

Rachel Haim, Rachel Lerman, Shelly Kowitz 

and Emmy Saxon ―adopted‖ Mr. Rothenberg 

– they bought decorations for his room, 

knick-knacks for his shelves, light-hearted 
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 Department of  Youth Services 

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

INVEST IN OUR FUTURE 
We have steadily strengthened the Rabbi 

Bernard S. Raskas Religious School over the 

past ten years. Dedicated faculty and staff, 

parents and an active Jewish education com-

mittee have worked hard to improve numer-

ous aspects of the students’ educational 

experiences. 

Tuition paid by the families of students  

covers the majority of educational costs.  

For decades, the general congregation has 

supported the educational options through 

monthly dues payments. The third area of 

financial support for our students is the  

special endowment gift. 

Families have made gifts (bequests in wills, 

cash, stock, and life insurance) to help pay 

faculty in numerous grade endowments.  

Opportunities still exist for three Sunday  

faculty positions and six Wednesday faculty 

positions. Our students are fortunate to have 

their education enhanced by the generosity 

of our synagogue families.   

We are grateful to the following families for 

helping make Jewish education special and 

affordable for future generations: Hebrew 

School by Rossy and Richard Shaller; Toddler 

Program in memory of Samuel Tanner and 

Gertrude Rabinovitz by Marvell and Stanley 

Ginsburg; Kindergarten by Alvin and Judith 

Brown; 1st Grade by Sherman and Ruth 

Gordon; 2nd Grade in memory of Sam Gold-

berger by Howard and Debbie Goldberger 

and Family; 3rd Grade by Richard and Rossy 

Shaller; 5th Grade in memory of his Family  

by Dr. Henry Oselka; 6th Grade by Jackie  

Bregman; 7th Grade in memory of Angie and 

James H. Moore; 9th Grade by Jack and 

Molly Handelman; Confirmation in memory 

of Leonora Greenberg by Dean and Marilyn 

Greenberg, Steven Greenberg, Robert and 

Ellenjoy Fields; Arts and Crafts in memory of 

Joyce Tilsen by Robert Tilsen; Music by Louis 

and Dr. Lydia Schaffer; Drug Education in 

memory of Bradley Straus by Tony and 

Aaron Liebo — Youth Director 

aaronliebo@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

movies to watch and enjoy!  We always hope  

that relationships will grow for both the kids 

and the residents as it can only enrich the 

lives of all. We are very proud of our 8th 

graders and hope that the enrichment they 

feel will be the same for Mr. Rothenberg. 

HEBREW SCHOOL CONFERENCES will be 

held on January 21st beginning at 4pm.  

Classes will not be held that afternoon and 

parents are asked to sign up for times with 

their children’s teachers. We are continuing 

to build real communication between our 

parents and our teachers, and have seen 

that conferences are positive and productive. 

Sign up sheets are being mailed to families. 

USY PLAY GETS OFF TO A GREAT START!   

USY’ers are having a grand old time practic-

ing for ―ANYTHING GOES‖ – always a family 

favorite!  They are working hard but together,  

loving the tap dancing and uplifting songs!! 

PERFORMANCES ARE: February 5, 7, and 8 

at the synagogue. Cost is $8/regular admis-

sion and $5 for every child/student/senior.  

Special this year is a parent ticket special: 

$15.00 for all three performances. 

PARENTS FORMING BONDS WITH EACH 

OTHER as we hold our ―get to know you‖ 

sessions. We will share ice breaker games, 

life learning experiences, and enjoy getting  

to know you as other parents in our kids’ 

classes. The 3rd and 4th grade parents will 

meet on December 7, 10-11:30 in the Belzer 

Room; 1st and 2nd  grade parents on Febru-

ary 1 and 5th graders on March 1 also in the 

Belzer Room. We hope that by introducing 

you to other parents in the appropriate class 

you will begin to feel the familiarity and com-

fort that we are all about. Call Wendy Good-

man with any questions! 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

 

Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 

 

Norman Mack  
Bruce Kuritzky  

 

A Memorial Plaque 

Has Been Displayed For 

 

Mollie Bloom  

Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
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Agranoff, Betty 

Akkerman, Shimon 

Applebaum, Lorraine  

   & Sid 

Barenbaum, Stanley 

Berde, Doris 

Blizen, Ben 

Braufman, Madalyn 

Burstein, Scott 

Derechin, Neil  

   & Bea Rothweiler 

Derechin, Haddie 

Esrig, Evelyn 

Estraykh, Anna & Yakov 

Farsht, Steven  

   & Stephanie 

Fayngersh, Felix  

   & Inna 

Fink, Delores 

Fradkina, Ruta 

Gaffney, Sandra 

Gilats, David 

Gilman, Rose 

Gleeman, Harriet 

Gochberg, Peter & Vera 

Goldman, Howard 

Grossman, Rose 

Gurstelle, Alice 

Hartman, Ruth 

Kagan, Galina 

Kaminsky, Beverly 

Kaplan, Suzanne 

Katz, Chelle & Leon 

Katz, Sidney 

Kaufman, Lennie & Jill 

Kiges, Audrey 

Klein, Marion & Gary 

Kopilenko, Alexander & Bella 

Krawetz, Leah 

Kukulevskiy, Yuliy 

Lane, Harriet & Miles 

Lender, Mark & Dora 

Levinsohn, Dr. & Mrs. Mark 

Leyderman, Anna & Mikhail 

Meerovich, Alexandra 

Meltzer, William & Rose 

Miller, Mildred 

Miller, Ruth 

Mogol, Leo 

Nemer, Helen 

Paster, Celia 

Paster, Arnold 

Peker, Busya 

Pesses, Sharyn 

Pieser, Sara 
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Pogoler, Barbara 

Portnoy, Jerry 

Schenker, Shirley 

Schneider, Margie & Bart 

Schraber, David, Paula  

   & sons 

Schwartz, Sue, Jerry  

   & Jenni 

Segal, Louise & Jerome 

Sevak, Delia & family 

Shear, Rita & Mel 

Shneur, Revekka  

Simes, Josephine & Hy 

Simon, Phyllis 

Simon, Jerome 

Skadron, Stan & Nancy 

Slutsky, Efim 

Smith, Richard 

Stein, Harlan & Marjorie 

Tabert, Deborah & David 

Taple, Marcia 

Tilsen, Edward 

Upin, Alan 

Valdman, David 

Vinitsky, Shirley 

Winthrop, Sonia 

Zaretsky, Karolina 

Gotlieb Earns Golden Kepah 
 

Sophie Gotlieb, daughter of Julie and  

William, recently earned her prestigious 

Golden Kepah.  

 

Sophie is a freshman at Henry Sibley High 

School and enjoys soccer, dance, golf, snow 

boarding, skiing and Camp Chi  

during the summer in Wisconsin.  

 

Golden Kepah is a torah reading proficiency 

award created by Rabbi Raskas  

and Ritual Director Harry Gottesman in 1968. 

Cantor Kowitz has worked with the post bar/

bat mitzvah students plus adults since 1988. 

After their two daughters earned their Golden Kepah, Nancy and Rick 

Grobovsky showed great appreciation by endowing the program in 1995.  

The jubilee celebration prompted the creation of the Golden Kepah Wall of  

Excellence in 2008 which proudly displays all of the awardees since 1968.  

The wall was designed and funded by Ruth Bear, of blessed memory, and  

Paula & David Schraber and sons Adam and Sam.  

 

Save Time With Our  

Telephone System:  

651-698-8874 
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:  
  

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 
  Hazzan Kowitz     113 
  Wendy Goodman, Dir. Yth Serv.  112 
  Aaron Liebo, Youth Dir.  115 
  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv.  116 
  Kathy Berg, Ritual Admin. Asst.   107 
  Kim Thomey, Office/School  100 
  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr.  110 
  Ken Agranoff , Exec. Dir.  106 
  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen  121 
  Yahrzeit Questions  104 



Sisterhood News 
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Hanukah Game Night – Thursday, Dec. 18th, 7:00 p.m. at The Regency Card  

Room, 2275 Youngman Ave., St. Paul. Bring your favorite game to share and warm  

up a cold night together with your Sisterhood friends. Refreshments will be served.  

RSVP to Marcia Taple (651-688-3030) by Dec. 11th.  

* * * * 

Book Club – The December book is Sliver of Truth by Lisa Unger. Meet at The High-

land Café and Bakery in Highland Park at 10:00 a.m. Any questions, call Teddy Gerr 

at 651-405-6658 or Ann Specktor at 651-454-4612.  

*       *       *       * 

Warm Up America: community service project – Let’s create some warm afghans for 

those in need. If you know how to knit or would like to learn and help with this worthy 

project, call Catherine Wheaton at 651-730-8330.  

*       *       *       * 

Women’s Topics – Thursday, Jan. 15th, 6:30 p.m. Pioneer Press columnist Allison 

Kaplan will be leading a discussion covering various women’s issues. She is a Twin 

Cities authority on style and shopping. Ms. Kaplan hosts ―Shop Girls‖ on FM107.1, is 

the founder & editor of www.alishops.com, covered consumer issues for the Daily 

Herald in Chicago and her columns have appeared in numerous publications such as 

Lucky, Shop Etc., Mpls St. Paul, Minnesota Bride and Chicago’s North Shore. She is a 

graduate of the University of Wisconsin – Madison School of Journalism. A light sup-

per will be served. Send your $8 check, payable to Temple of Aaron Sisterhood, by 

Jan. 8th, to Marcia Taple, 1833 Eagle Ridge Dr. #4, Mendota Heights, MN 55118.  

*       *       *       * 

Sisterhood Shabbat – Friday, Feb. 6th, Temple of Aaron Sisterhood will be leading 

Friday night services. To participate in this event, contact Sue Schwartz at 651-451-

2188. Participants can designate whether they would like to lead an English or a  

Hebrew part of the regular service. Be a part of this special annual event.  

*       *       *       * 

Hanukah Gifts now available for purchase at the Temple of Aaron Giftshop. Come 

early and find all of your Hanukah needs – candles, toys, menorahs, candles, gelt, 

books, dreidels and more. Hours are Sundays from 9:00 a.m. to noon, Tuesdays from 

10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m., Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Special appointments can also be 

made by calling Marcia Taple. Call the Giftshop at 651-699-9192. 

. . . to Rosalyn & Yoav Segal for hosting 

our scholar in residence Rabbi Peretz 

Rodman over Shabbat in November. 

 

. . . to Linda and Murray Kieffer for do-

nating a beautiful white floor runner in 

honor of their daughter Jackie’s recent  

wedding at the synagogue. 

 

. . . to Samuel I. Sloane Endowment for 

helping sponsor oneg on Veterans’  

Shabbat. 

 

. . . to Betty Agranoff, Sally Orren and 

Delia Sevak for labeling 1,200 Novem-

ber Aaronions to keep everyone in-

formed. 

 

. . . to toddlers and parents of Margie 

Schneider’s Religious School Class for 

making the sukkah on display in our 

main hallway by Stein Hall, Isaac Hoff-

man and dad Marshall, Henry Schwartz 

and dad Gary, Hayley Lande and dad 

Jeffrey, Rachel Dowd and mom Aviva and 

Lily & Samson Axelrod with grandparents 

Lydia and Semyon. 

 
. . . to Bernice Schneider and Mr. and 

Mrs. Abraham Frankenstein for honoring 

the wedding of their granddaughter Tara 

Francke to Russell Nadel by helping 

sponsor the Shabbat Kiddush luncheon. 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

HANUKAH SHOP  

IS OPEN ! 
Dreidels, Gelt,  

Menorahs & Candles 

Hanukah Decorations 

A lot For Everyone 

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST 

CHOICES 

Children’s Books     

New Jewelry 

Yads              

Giftware & Judaica 
 

Shop Early – Shop Often! 

We Gift Wrap! 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah  

& Bridal Registry 

Support your Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Support your Synagogue 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9:00-Noon 

Tuesday 10:00-2:00 

Wednesday 10-1 & 6-8 pm 

Thursday 10:00-1:00 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple 

651-688-3030 

8TH GRADERS  

COLLECT COATS 
 

The 8th grade Wednesday evening  

Tikkun Olam class is planning their  

second project. They are asking for  

donations of lightly-used coats, mit-

tens, hats, gloves, blankets and any 

other winter outdoor clothing. Big 

bins will be set up for drop-off in the 

entrance of the synagogue begin-

ning Nov. 23 - Dec. 17. 
  

The class will be donating the items 

to homeless shelters within the  

St. Paul Community. Your help is 

sincerely appreciated by our 8th 

graders!  

http://www.alishops.com


Up Close and Personal with Morrie Katz 
On Sunday, Nov. 9, 2008, as Chairman of the Keruv (Building Participation) commit-

tee, I had the honor of presenting to Morrie Katz the very first Ner Tamid award trophy 

during Sunday minyan.  Morrie had been officially awarded Temple of Aaron’s newly 

commissioned Lifetime 

Achievement honor at the 

Friday evening service on 

Oct. 24. The trophy was now 

engraved and ready for him 

to take home.  After ser-

vices, I sat with Morrie and 

asked him some questions 

regarding his ongoing role of 

driving Sunday minyan. 

 

How many years have you 

been involved with Temple 

of Aaron’s Sunday minyan: 

I have been involved for 

about 20 years. I had run 

minyan at Sons of Jacob 

and he asked me if I could 

merge the two minyans.  

I came and never left. 

 

What has been your motivation for staying involved? 

Minyans are very important – but you have to make them personal. I feel it is  

important to give people an opportunity to honor people they are remembering.   

I enjoyed giving them a memento of the occasion that includes a picture and special 

memories. 

 

What has been your proudest moment related to your  

minyan efforts? 

With the money we raised, we were able to bring Hershel 

and Judy Fox’s musical programs to Temple of Aaron four 

years in a row. We have also been able to contribute to 

the education of our youth. 

 

Is there any particular advice you would want to offer to 

people looking to get involved? 

In terms of coming to minyan, people shouldn’t wait until 

they lose someone. They should dedicate themselves to 

enhancing memories of today, and ensuring tomorrow by 

bringing their children, and reinforcing the importance of 

being involved with our faith. It’s important to get the next 

generation involved and the only way we can do that is by 

being involved ourselves. 

 

What is your greatest concern for the future? 

Minyan must be maintained. We need to ensure continuity and I feel that Rabbi can’t 

do it all (I know that he teaches on Sunday morning.) by himself. 

 

It should be noted that, during the course of the conversation, Morrie expressed 

thanks to people that have helped along the way. He mentioned Renee Kvasnick, 

who teamed with him for seven years developing special programs as they ran a 

Wednesday morning minyan. He also remembered Harry (and Addie) Silverman.  

As many regulars know, Harry was a regular sidekick and frequently davened on  

Sunday mornings. 

 

— Dave Rosner,  

    Chair, Building Participation (Keruv) Committee 
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Endowment Fund  

Established in Memory  

of Debbie Feinwachs 
In memory of our dear mother,  

sister, and aunt, the Feinwachs,  

Blehert, Fine and Johnson families 

have established an endowment 

fund at the Temple of Aaron in Deb-

bie’s memory. 

 

Debbie was very active at the Tem-

ple of Aaron for her entire adult life. 

She was one of the first recipients of 

the Golden Kepah award in 1968, 

and she continued to improve her 

skills and generously set aside time 

to teach Bar/Bat Mitzvah skills to 

students of all ages throughout her 

life. Her Hebraic skills, beautiful 

voice and caring nature were always 

evident in the daily minyan and 

Shabbat services. She touched 

many people at the Temple of Aaron 

and in the larger community with her 

unselfish, caring and loving nature. 

 

In the weeks before Debbie  

succumbed to cancer, we talked to 

her about establishing a memorial 

fund and she said her main interests 

were education, music, and accessi-

bility. Examples of programs the 

fund could support include Introduc-

tion to Judaism classes, study 

groups, Jewish music programs, 

large print prayer books and inter-

preters for the deaf. 

 

These categories mirrored her life as 

a teacher and hazzanit at the Tem-

ple of Aaron, a violinist in the St Paul 

JCC and other Twin City orchestras 

and a public school speech patholo-

gist working with love and patience 

to bring the gift of communication to 

her students.    

 

Coincidentally, the Hebrew root of 

Debbie’s name, Devorah, is ―d’var‖ 

and this word is the focus of the 

beautiful Hebrew expression,  

―Al shlosha d’varim  haolam omayd 

(The world stands on three things): 

al haTorah (education), v’al haAvo-

dah (service and prayer) v’ al Gimilut 

Chasadim (good deeds).‖ These  

values were all very closely related 

to Debbie’s life priorities, so this  

expression provides the inspiration 

for the name of the fund; The Debbie 

Feinwachs Shlosha D’varim Fund.  

 

—Submitted by Family 



Confirmation Class Returns from Exploring Jewish New York 
On Monday October 20, 2008, the Temple of Aaron Confirmation class returned from a five-day trip to New York City. The theme of 

this yearly trip (that the Temple has been holding for many years) was: The Roots of the Jewish Immigrant Experience.  

 

This year’s trip was again a success with educational stops at the Rare Book Room of the Jewish Theological Seminary and Ellis 

Island; moving prayer at an Erev Shabbat Live-style service at B’nai Jeshuren, and an Orthodox service at the Chabad Shul. The 13 

students and 7 parents enjoyed eating at a variety of kosher restaurants, visiting Times Square and Rockefeller Center, and seeing 

a Broadway musical about immigration: ―In The Heights.‖  

 

The experiences on the trip are reinforced in the classroom as we explore 

themes of Jewish Identity, personal theology, and the symbols and rituals 

that have helped Jewish culture and religious expression thrive. Thanks to  

all the parents and students who attended the trip, to Director of Youth  

Services Wendy Goodman, and to Youth Director Aaron Liebo, for all their 

help planning another successful, educational trip.  

8 

Look Behind the Headlines 
Many members have participated with 

the strategic planning process (L’Atid) in 

the past two years. Many means over 

200 people have come forward to share 

ideas, concerns, caring, and wisdom. 

Naturally, we received contradictory 

ideas, but strong diversity of opinion is 

one of the beautiful things of a larger 

synagogue with over 1,000 members. 

 

Standard operating committees, Sister-

hood, Men’s Club and the new L’Atid 

committees are developing the needed 

evolutionary steps to make Temple of 

Aaron more meaningful, spiritual, educa-

tional, welcoming, challenging and fun 

for over 2,000 human beings. 

 

That is a major challenge and our leader-

ship is up to the task. Rabbi Shavit-

Lonstein captured the spirit best when he 

said during the high holydays that the 

synagogue is composed of a series of cir-

cles of people sharing a variety of inter-

ests. We must identify and work hard to 

make sure prayer services and programs 

touch as many people as possible, as 

many times as possible, in a calendar year. 

 

The constant touching of people and 

measuring will build more community 

and will bond more community members. 

The Temple of Aaron can recognize 

healthy differences and remain vibrant. 

 

We will try to provide more information 

as we reshape committees, and clarify 

specific goals and objectives for the 21st 

century. The Golden Kepah program can 

serve as a perfect example of change.  

In the 1960s, Rabbi Raskas and Ritual 

Director Harry Gottesman wanted to train 

and develop more Torah readers from 

post-bar/bat mitzvah students. They  

created the Golden Kepah award to  

encourage more participants. 

 

Times changed, there were fewer  

students, people started moving out of 

Highland Park, Shabbat attendance 

started declining, and this successful 

program was reenergized when Cantor 

Kowitz joined us in the late 1980s. He 

modernized the program to reflect the 

changing society. In 1995, Nancy and 

Rick Grobovsky stepped forward to  

endow the successful 27-year program 

after both of their daughters earned their 

Golden  Kepah. The program is now 40 

years old. During Jubilee, Ruth Bear and 

David & Paula Schraber and sons Adam 

and Sam stepped forward to visibly 

honor all of the Golden Kepah recipients 

on the wall of excellence located by Can-

tor Kowitz’s office. Now, all of the student 

trainees can see the people who have 

mastered the art of reading Torah. 

 

Temple of Aaron must continue to  

reinvent itself, its prayer services, and  

its programs to intensify its connections 

with 21st century Jewish families living  

in America. Together we will be open to 

maintaining traditions and experimenting 

with new approaches to keep more  

people interested and involved more of 

the time. Every idea and opinion is  

valued. The great balancing act is  

selecting the ideas that attract and  

energize the greatest number of existing 

and prospective members. Let’s push 

and encourage each other to do great 

things as we deepen our Jewish  

connections in a modern, challenging, 

meaningful, fun way. 
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Hanukah Miracles 
The most commonly mentioned miracle 

surrounds a cruse of oil. Idolators  

entered the sanctuary, but ultimately 

were defeated. 

 

The Jews found only a single flask of oil, 

which would normally last only one day; 

however, the single flask of oil contin-

ued to burn for eight days. 

 

Also, consider the military miracle of the 

Maccabees, who battled for religious 

freedom against a much larger, stronger 

foe. Their fight was a fight for Jewish 

survival.  

 

For many, Hanukah symbolizes the fight 

against totalitarianism, so Hanukah 

represents liberty and freedom. 

 

Some believe the lesson of Hanukah is 

to clarify the only effective response to 

oppression: to defend and battle for key 

principles and values that oppression 

tries to suppress. 

Hanukah is a wonderful holiday and our celebration must include more than just the 

custom of giving gifts. Decorating the home with Hanukah symbols increases the  

holiday spirit. The most important part of the holiday is lighting of the Hanukah  

candles.  
 

Everyone is obligated to light the candles. If possible, there should be a hanukiyah 

(menorah) for every member of the family. A hanukiyah is easy to make and using a 

home-made one can enhance the joy of the holiday.  
 

Home Service  
1. Place the candles in the hanukiyah as shown in the 

diagram. The number of candles should equal the 

number of the night of Hanukah, plus one for the 

Shammash. When the candles are lit, the highest  

number candle is lit first. The Shammash (S) is lit nightly to light the other candles.  

Note: On Friday night, Iight the Hanukah candles before the Shabbat candles.  

On Saturday night, light them after Havdalah.  
 

2. Place the hanukiyah near a window so people can see the lights. The purpose of 

lighting the candles is pirsuma d’nisa, to publicize the miracle of Hanukah.  
 

3. After lighting the Shammash 

and before lighting the other 

candles, say the following 

brakhot:  
 

Barukh ata Adonai elohenu melekh ha’olam, asher kideshanu bemitz’-votav 

ve’tzivanu lehadlik ner shel hanukah.  
 

Praised are You, Adonai our God, Master of time and space, who has sanctified us 

with His Commandments and commanded us to light the Hanukah lights.  
 

Barukh ata adonai elohenu melekh 

ha’olam, she-asah nissim 

la’avoteinu ba’yamim ha’heim 

u’vazman hazeh.  

Praised are You, Lord our God, Master of time and space, who accomplished miracles 

for our ancestors in ancient days, and in our time.  
 

On the first night only, the following is added:  

 

Barukh ata adonai elohenu melekh ha’olam, 

shehehiyanu ve’kiyemanu ve’hig’ianu lazeman hazeh.  
 

Praised are You, Lord our God, Master of time and space, who has kept us alive,  

sustained us and enabled us to reach this day.  
 

4. After lighting the candles, recite the following:  

We kindle these lights to recall the great and wonderful deeds done by You, Lord our 

God, through the Maccabees. May their light remind us to look to You, source of our 

help. We remember those who came before us who made every sacrifice to keep the 

light of Your truth burning brightly. May we and our children be inspired by their exam-

ple so that Israel may continue to be a light to the world in the ways of righteousness 

and truth. Amen.  
 

5. All join in singing Ma’oz Tzur.  
 

Ma’oz tzur ye’shua’ti lekha na’eh  

le’shabay-ah. Tikon bate tefilati ve’sham 

todah niza’bay-eah. Le’ate takhin  

mat’bay-ah me-tzor ha’mina’beyah. Az eg-

mor be-shir mizmor hanukkat ha-mizbe’ah.  
 

Other Notes  

Tefillin are donned during Hanukah, except Shahbat, of course. They are worn for the 

entire morning service. A special paragraph is added to Birkat HaMazon, as noted, on 

the holiday.  

Basic Steps for Hanukah Home Service Jim Stein named Nechama’s 

Executive Director  
 

Long-time Temple of Aaron congre-

gant Jim Stein has been selected as 

the new Executive Director of  

NECHAMA-Jewish Response to  

Disaster. NECHAMA (Hebrew for 

―comfort‖) is the only Jewish organi-

zation nationwide that provides dis-

aster recovery services to any victim 

of natural disasters regardless of 

religious affiliation or any other 

qualification.  

 

Based in the Twin Cities, NECHAMA 

has deployed thousands of volun-

teers to help communities clean up 

after floods, tornadoes, hurricanes 

and other natural disasters. Rooted 

in the Jewish values of Tikkun Olam 

(repairing the world) and Gemilut 

Hasadim (acts of loving kindness), 

NECHAMA offers help to anyone who 

has been impacted by a natural dis-

aster. NECHAMA volunteers roll up 

their sleeves and get dirty working 

shoulder-to-shoulder with homeown-

ers in areas impacted by natural 

disasters. If you are interested in 

volunteering and/or learning more 

about NECHAMA, go to 

www.nechama.org.  



There are eight nights of Hanukah and 

eight opportunities to light candles in our 

homes.  Besides the presents, food, 

blessings and singing, it can be an 

important educational opportunity.  

Please save this page and each night, 

before you light the next candle, read the 

brief paragraph and have a discussion 

about it with someone in your household 

or a friend. 

 

As you light the Shamash - One of the 

roots of the word Hanukah is Henuk, 

education. The Talmud says the study of 

Judaism is more important than all the 

other commandments put together since 

it helps foster the rest. This Hanukah, let 

us re-dedicate ourselves to Jewish study 

through the year. May the light of this 

Shamash candle be a flame of 

enthusiasm to further explore the 

spiritual treasures of our people. 

Candle #1 - Hanukah means dedication.  

Our blessings and our prayers are in 

Hebrew; the language of our national 

homeland is Hebrew. The one language 

that the Jews have spoken over 4,000 

years has been Hebrew. Let us 

rededicate ourselves to improving our 

Hebrew this coming year...reading, 

writing, conversation. Spend a few 

minutes each day reciting prayers in 

Hebrew. Put yourself in an environment 

to speak and read Hebrew in one of the 

many community Hebrew programs. 

 

Candle #2 - The ritual of candle lighting 

is chanting blessings to God. We thank 

God for the opportunity to light candles 

and for the miracles in our history and 

in our personal lives. Let us turn to God 

regularly in prayer, as we spiritually grow 

in feeling God’s purpose in our life. As 

we light this third candle, let us 

rededicate ourselves to regular Jewish 

prayer. Let us thank God daily for the 

blessings in our lives at home and in the 

synagogue. 

 

Candle #3 - Candle lighting is a ritual 

act. We perform it many times during 

the year. We light candles before 

Shabbat, Yom Tov, (holidays) Yahrzeit 

and when the lights go out. Judaism is 

special because our rituals reinforce our 

values. On this Hanukah third night, we 

rededicate ourselves to Jewish ritual 

practice. Add a mitzvah to our Shabbat, 

kashruth and holiday observance. 

Candle #4 - Many of the mitzvot of 

Judaism are concerned with tikun olam 

(making the world a better place). It is 

deeds of loving kindness that make the 

critical difference in our world. When we 

light our candle on this fourth night, let 

us think about how we can help the 

world become a better place. 

 

Candle #5 - The essential story of 

Hanukah is one of trying to drive the 

oppressors of the Jewish people from 

our ancient home land. The victory of 

the Maccabees was only the second 

time in history that the Jewish people 

had sovereignty over the land of Israel. 

After they lost it, the next time was 50 

years ago when the State of Israel was 

established. As we light candles on the 

fifth night, let us think about our love 

and attachment to Medinat Yisrael - The 

State of Israel. 

 

Candle #6 - One of the central rituals 

and celebrations on Hanukah is the 

giving of gifts to friends and family. As 

we do so, we need to think about the 

need to give to others who are not so 

fortunate. Tzedakah is a fundamental 

commandment in Judaism. Let us reach 

beyond ourselves, and share what we 

have with the needy. As we light candles 

on this night, let us also contribute 

Tzedakah to our favorite cause. 

 

Candle #7 - Hanukah is a quintessential 

family holiday. It is a time to reflect on 

our Jewish ancestry as well as our 

current Jewish community. We reflect in 

the lights of the candles with our 

mishpacha and friends and pray for 

their health and welfare. 

 

Candle #8 - On this final night of 

Hanukah, we understand that Hanukah 

was essentially a holiday to rededicate 

the ancient synagogue. The synagogue 

has been the key institution in Jewish 

history of 2500 years. Every study of 

Jewish identity indicates the synagogue 

is the key player in determining 

commitment to the Jewish community.  

As we celebrate this holiday of the 

rededication of the original Temple, let 

us consider the crucial role our 

synagogue holds in the Jewish 

community. Let us rededicate ourselves 

to get more involved in our synagogue. 

Hanukah 
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HAZAK Goes to Russian Museum 
Hazak is programming for mature Jews, 55 and older. However, anyone is  

welcome, no matter what age, and whether or not you are a Temple of Aaron 

member or a HAZAK member. 
 

The name HAZAK stands for wisdom, maturity and looking ahead. When we 

first met to brainstorm ideas, we talked about going to the Russian Museum of 

Art. Usually it is open only Monday through Friday from 9:00 to 5:00. However, 

because of a special exhibit, they are extending their hours to include Sunday 

afternoons. This is a much better time for many of our members. We could go out 

to eat afterward.  
 

Date: December 14th 

Cost: $5.00 admission, pay at door 

Time:    Meet at museum at 2:00p.m. Carpooling can be done from The  

 Temple if people desire. Please ask for directions if you need them. 

Address: 5500 Stevens Ave. S., Minneapolis (Near Diamond Lake Rd. & 35W.) 

RSVP to: Margie Schneider, 651-698-4358 

 

Other tentative events and dates, as yet to be confirmed: 

¶ Introduction to Tai Chi for Seniors: Feb. 8th 

¶ Cooking for 1 or 2 people: March 22nd 

¶ Multiple Uses of Medicine for Seniors:  April 26th 

¶ Outing to Como Park: Late May or early June 
 

To share your ideas and give input, or for questions or concerns, please call or  

e-mail Margie Schneider at 651 698-4358,  7381jbs@comcast.net. 
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Social Justice 

A few weeks ago, we read the Torah portion, Lech Lecha, in which 

God tells Abraham: ―The Lord said to Abram, Go forth from your  

native land and from your father’s house to the land that I will 

show you.‖ (Genesis 12:1) 

    

The idea of leaving one land for another is central to the Jewish 

experience, and woven deeply into our history. We as a people 

have been out of our homeland for more historical time than in it, 

and our traditions, and methods of prayer and study have helped 

us to thrive. 

   

But leaving a homeland for the promise of a better life is not 

unique to Judaism. Many peoples in our own time feel the same 

pull. We as Jews feel a connection to their motivations. We have a 

unique responsibility to help lessen their burdens. Their story is 

ours.   — Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Erik Camayd-Freixas, one of 16 interpreters at the hearings  

in Iowa, spoke at the Temple of Aaron on Oct. 19th during a  

program sponsored by JCA.  Howard Goldman, longtime activist 

for human rights and member of the Temple of Aaron Social  

Justice committee, outlined the key points that the speaker 

touched upon: 

 

Dr. Camayd is calling for moratorium on raids to gather resolu-

tions and statements from the different organizations and show 

the broad support and the different arguments in favor of a mora-

torium, in order to bolster congressional efforts in this regard.  

 

Raids violate human rights and create a downward spiral of nega-

tive impacts for the communities they happen in as well as in the 

home countries of those affected by the raids.   

 

Dr. Camayd is calling for ―common sense immigration reform‖ 

and wants to research the concept of ―immigration prevention‖  

as part of any policy reform which would look at how to ensure 

stable conditions and economic opportunities at home. 

 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is using immigration 

raids to justify keeping its budget so large, and this is tied into the 

increase of the build up of prisons and private prisons in the US  

PROFILE:  Howard Goldman 

 

Howard’s interest in immigrant rights 

began during his 2 years in the Peace 

Corps in Venezuela where he set up 

credit unions for poor farmers. This led 

to his degree in Latin American  

Economics and a stint in Mexico where 

he learned about immigration issues. 

Active with JCA and the temple’s Social 

Justice Committee, he works for immi-

gration reform. Howard traveled to  

Postville, IA to support arrested  

undocumented workers and  

continues efforts on their behalf.   

BREAKING THE MYTHS ABOUT  

IMMIGRATION: 

 

1) Immigrants, both legal and  

un-documented, pay taxes in MN and 

the US; 

 

2) If undocumented, they do not qualify 

and do not receive public benefits; 

 

3) Immigrant families are hard-working, 

focused on family, and deeply religious; 

 

4) The US has a huge demand for 

skilled and unskilled labor not being 

met under current laws. 
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B’nai Mitzvah 

Marcus Spencer, son of Aaron and Claudia Spencer, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on  

December 12 & 13, 2008.  

   Marcus is in the seventh grade at Ramsey Junior High in Saint Paul. At school he participates 

in basketball and soccer. He also enjoys dancing, hanging out with friends, and all sports.  

Marcus is also a member of Temple of Aaron Kadima.  

  Marcus has designated the Sylvia & Joe Bisnow Endowment Fund for Bernard S. Raskas  

Religious School for his tzedakah contribution. 

   Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by his grandparents, Bonnie  

and Phil Jungwirth, and Ethel Schaen. 

Eli Newell, son of Cori Rutchick and Scott Newell, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on  

December 5 & 6, 2008.  

   Eli is in the seventh grade at Talmud Torah of Saint Paul. At school he participates in  

choir, band and volleyball. His pursuits outside of school include theatre arts, voice, dance,  

clarinet and piano. Eli is also a member of Temple of Aaron Kadima.  

   He has designated Mazon – A Jewish Response To Hunger, and the Ellen F. Rutchick  

Memorial Youth Scholarship Fund at the Temple of Aaron for his tzedakah contribution.   

   Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Eli’s parents, Cori Rutchick 

and Scott Newell. 

Maxim Aaron Abramowicz  

Maxim Aaron Abramowicz, the Son of Dr. David Abramowicz and Tina Sommervold, will  

celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on December 19 & 20, 2008.  

   Maxim is a 7th grade student at St. Thomas Academy. His favorite subjects are Science, 

math, and French. Max participates on the football and ski teams and plays piano. In the  

summer, Max enjoys going to Herzl camp.  

   Max has designated the Childrens hospitals of St. Paul and Minneapolis for his Tzedakah 

contribution.  

   Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Dr. Henry and Sharon 

Abramowicz. 

Marcus Spencer 

Eli Newell 


