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Noshing on Noodles  

for October 7, 2009 
Noodles and Company on Ford 

Parkway in Highland Park will be 

holding a fundraiser for the 

Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas Reli-

gious School/Rossy & Richard 

Shaller Hebrew School. Noodles 

will donate 25 percent of total 

sales between the hours of 5:00 

pm and 9:00 pm, on October 

7th, 2009. We will use the dona-

tion to increase our tuition assis-

tance funds and continue  

upgrading our instructional  

materials.  
 

More information, including a  

necessary coupon, will be avail-

able soon, and check our web-

site:  www.templeofaaron.org 

Your Presence and Participation Are  Requested 
   

For a Temple of Aaron Centennial Event  
That Will Uplift Our Community 

 
 

 
 

 
When:   November 15, 2009 at 11:00-1:00 

        

Who Should Attend: Temple Members and community 
 members who believe in helping others in need. 
 

This event will be a great opportunity for the entire family! 
Come after Sunday school to show your children  

we can make a difference in the lives of people in poverty  
*Children’s interactive learning activities will take place!  

 

Place of Event: Temple of Aaron 
 

Cost/Admission: Free - Plan to bring as many items  
 as you are able to donate for making baskets. 

   

Dress Code: Dress in comfortable wear as we will be  
creating and assembling the baskets.  

 

Who Benefits from Event: Jewish people experiencing 

 tough times who need your help now! 
 

What about Lunch: Food will be made available 

UNABLE TO ATTEND?         

Please bring as many items as you are able to donate.  
These generous donations will be used to help reach our  

goal of creating 100 baskets for Jews in need. 
 

In celebration of the Temple of Aaron’s Centennial  
what better way to celebrate than to help those  

in the Jewish community who need our help! 

 

Your children learn from what you do, and if they understand that  
taking care of others who are less fortunate is something that  

you value, they will learn to value that too.  

Sukkot Salad Bar 

— October 4  — 
 

Lea and Herbert Schaffer, of blessed 

memory, created an endowment to 

sponsor the annual Salad Bar follow-

ing services on the Second Day of 

Sukkot, which is Sunday, October 4, 

2009. They were generous and  

gracious in making our holyday  

experience  more festive. 



From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  
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A Happy New Year to All  
 

As we look back on the start of a New 

Year at the Temple of Aaron, I want to 

thank everyone who helped to make this 

yearõs services engaging and meaningful. 

Each year, it is a group effort to coordi-

nate the many aspects of the services, 

and, working as teams, each and every 

person who participates is critical.  
 

The Bima Team of Hazzan Kowitz, Rabbi 

Barry Cytron, and Ritual Coordinator 

Larry Eisenstadt worked to craft a series 

of prayers that would engage each mem-

ber in a variety of ways. By mixing tradi-

tional Hebrew prayers with English read-

ings, choir-led songs and opportunities 

for silent meditation, we hoped to allow 

each of us to connect with the renewing 

message of the High Holyday season.  
 

These messages are passed along to our 

students and young adults in both formal 

and informal educational programs, 

thanks to the work of the Education and 

Youth Team: Wendy Goodman, Jodi Saltz-

man, and Wendy Goodman-Hemingway. 

A special thanks to them, especially 

since all the work coordinating for the 

High Holydays take place just as the  

new Temple of Aaron school year is  

beginning.  
 

This staff team was aided in our work  

by the tireless efforts of members who 

volunteer their time. Thanks to them all, 

and especially to Wendy Baldinger with 

whom I again had the pleasure of leading 

Young Family services on the first day of 

Rosh Hashanah and also Yom Kippur. 

David Baldinger who again this year 

served as our Hazzan for the Preliminary 

and Sacharit services; and Lynne Bell 

whose coordination of the many member 

coming and going from the bima helps us 

keep the service running smoothly. 
 

Taking our service from smoothly flowing 

to moving and uplifting is achieved 

through the hard work of the Adult Choir. 

Not only do they attend and sing during 

multiple services during the day, but they 

also put in many hours of rehearsal. 

Thanks to this yearõs choir: Betty Agran-

off, June Margoles, Sue Flynn, Beth Bal-

linger, Amy Miller-Stern, Doris Ruben-

stein, Jenni Schwartz, Ellie Bier, Maxine 

Block, Jerry Schwartz, Dan Spector, 

David Engen, Jason Lambright, Howard 

Bell, Hugh Gitlin, Loren Taple, Mike Bell, 

David Baldinger, and George Bier. 

Thanks also to the choir director, Tom 

Bartsch, whose work also adds so much 

to Shabbat celebration at Temple of 

Aaron. Other members of the his very 

talented family were with us to begin 

Yom Kippur in the proper spirit; thanks to 

Julie and Alice Bartsch for their violin 

work during Kol Nidre.  
 

This year, there was an added dimension 

to our time together in the form of our 

new High Holyday Resource Book. This 

publication combined educational mate-

rials focused on the services and Torah 

readings, with the responsive readings 

and song lyrics. Our goal was to create 

additional ways to access and under-

stand the prayer service, and to find new 

ways to connect with it. Most of the book 

is original content, created with the assis-

tance of Rabbi Cytron and thanks to the 

hard work of: Johnny Ball, Lindsay Berg, 

Hugh Gitlin, Jim Guerrero, Sally Lorber-

baum, Nina Haugen, Penny Newstrom, 

Peter Setter, Jim Stein, and Catherine 

Wheaton.  
 

Torah reading for the High Holydays was 

again this year coordinated by Wendy 

Kane, and our the new year was her-

alded by our expert shofar blowers:  

David Baldinger and Jim Berg.  
 

The Temple of Aaron depends on the 

hard work and talents of our Staff Team, 

and at no time is that more true than 

during the High Holydays. Thanks to: 

Svetlana Kazistova and Tanya Soroka in 

the kitchen, Executive Director Ken 

Agranoff, Business Manager Shelley  

Diamond, Administrative/School Assis-

tant Kim Thomey, Ritual/Clergy Assistant 

Katherine Berg, and Office Assistant 

Susie Haim. Leading our Programming 

Team, and working closely with all the 

synagogue committees and volunteers is 

Program Manager Lisa Rothstein. The 

building is maintained by Bill Jorke and 

his staff: Todd Jones, Todd Schmidt,  

Jim Markus, Svetlana Kazistova and  

Gennadiy Kazistov.  
 

As with all our worship services, I look 

forward to hearing your feedback: how 

meaningful and engaging was it this 

year? How can we continue to improve in 

the coming years? I hope your year is full 

of joy and connection.  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Join Temple of Aaron Book 

Club  Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2009 
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. for òThe Gift of 

the Jewsó by Thomas Cahill. Barry 

Divine, Virginia Bordeaux, Sharleen 

Goldberg and Ellen Roitenberg are 

some members exploring this new 

club.  
 

For info, call Deb Bachrach, 651-690-

4130 or deb.bachrach@yahoo.com 

 

For November: òMy Fatherõs Para-

diseó by Ariel Sbar. 

 

For December: A book of your choice 

on Golda Meir. 

 

Centennial News 
 

TofA FunFest  
May 2, 2010 

 

The Great Outdoors  
with Golf & BBQ Feast  

August 8, 2010  
 

Dedication  
of  

Time Capsule  
October 10, 2010 
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

 

OCTOBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 5  Shelly and Loren Frisch 

 10  Beverley and Richard Behr  

 15  Sheril and Philip Gilberstadt 

 15 Rita and Mickey Kieffer 

 15 Judy and Michael Skadron 

 20  Jody and Howard Sigal  

 35  Sharon and Marvin Cohan  

 51  Mindy and Seymour Leventhal 

 52  Polina Koretskaya and Ilya Shafir  

 55  Gracia and Merrill Kuller  

 56  Lois and Tom Shaw 

 56 Gertruda and Yefim Milshteyn 

 56 Riva and Louis Polansky  

 59  Sana and Dmitry Bubar  

 61  Geri and Milton Blumenfeld  

 62  Sylvia and Leo Niedorf  

 64  Ethel and Fred Katz  

For the Rest of the Year . . . 
 

The High Holydays have now come and passed. How do we do all that we do? With 

parents, children, a job, commitments, and spouses ð all of these seem to fill our life 

to the brim. I recently went through a few Aaronions and found one that I had done 

several months ago. My life at times seemed to be like a rollercoaster at Valley Fair. 

After reading through the reading, which I am going to share with you, it gave me a 

new perspective as it did the first time on what is important and what is not so impor-

tant. What needs to be done now and what can be done later. I hope that you get as 

much insight from this reprinted article as I have. 

 

When things in your lives seem almost too much to handle, when 24 hours in a day 

are not enough, remember the mayonnaise jar and the 2 cups of coffee.  

 

 

A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in front of him. 

When the class began, he wordlessly picked up a very large and empty mayonnaise 

jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He then asked the students if the jar was 

full. They agreed that it was.  

 

The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He 

shook the jar lightly. The pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf balls. He 

then asked the students again if the jar was full. They agreed it was.  

 

The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course, the 

sand filled up everything else. He asked once more if the jar was full. The students 

responded with an unanimous òyes.ó  

 

The professor then produced two cups of coffee from under the table and poured the 

entire contents into the jar effectively filling the empty space between the sand. The 

students laughed.  

 

òNow,ó said the professor as the laughter subsided, òI want you to recognize that this 

jar represents your life. The golf balls are the important things ñ God, your family, 

your children, your health, your friends and your favorite passions ñ and if everything 

else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full.  

 

The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, your house and your car. 

The sand is everything else ñ the small stuff.  

 

òIf you put the sand into the jar first,ó he continued, òthere is no room for the pebbles 

or the golf balls. The same goes for life. If you spend all your time and energy on the 

small stuff you will never have room for the things that are important to you.  

 

òPay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. Play with your children. 

Take time to get medical checkups. Take your spouse out to dinner. Play another 18. 

There will always be time to clean the house and fix the disposal. Take care of the 

golf balls first ñ the things that really matter. Set your priorities. The rest is just sand.ó  

 

One of the students raised her hand and inquired what the coffee represented. The 

professor smiled. òIõm glad you asked. It just goes to show you that no matter how full 

your life may seem, thereõs always room for a couple of cups of coffee with a friend.ó 
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 Department of  Youth Services 

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

Jodi Saltzman,  

Director of Youth Services 

jodisaltzman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 103 

Wendy Goodman Hemingway,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendyhemingway@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

The summer drew to a close and a new 

school year is in full swing! It is a time to 

reflect and to set goals, giving us a  

chance for growth and development. We 

are striving to incorporate new materials 

and methods that will promote learning in 

all subjects and areas. Todah Rabah to 

our wonderful staff, who are dedicated to 

providing our children with the best possi-

ble Jewish education. 

 

It is important to remember that learning 

is best accomplished through a partner-

ship between the school, the child and 

the home. We encourage families to par-

ticipate in their childrenõs education 

through family education programs, work-

shops, adult education opportunities, and 

congregational celebrations. 

 

TODAH RABAHé to our fabulous Confir-

mation class parents who pulled off a 

terrific breakfast éto our talented (!)  

Pancake flippers: Howard Silvers, George 

Bier, Terry Zien, Harlan Stern, Jeff Marks 

éto our Confirmation trip chaperones: 

Julie Gotlieb and Jodi Saltzman.  

 

JUNIOR/SENIOR SEMINAR, a course for 

high school juniors and seniors, is led by 

both Wendy Goodman and Wendy Good-

man-Hemingway and will meet nearly 

every month on Sunday mornings. The 

first session is November 1 and will meet 

in the Wine Conference Room. Call Wendy 

Goodman at the Temple office with any 

questions or to enroll. 

 

TODAH RABAH to our Assistant Teacher 

staff!! These high school juniors or seniors 

work with younger students on Sunday 

mornings, enhancing their classroom ex-

periences and providing them with solid 

Jewish role models: Elly Bier, Jeanne 

Bloomberg, Alexis Burbul, Michael Fein-

stein, Matthew Kamman, Lauren Oskey, 

Elianna Rosenthal, Bayley Taple, Jacob 

Abel, Brittani Berg, Jessi Lerman, Danielle 

Perle, Alex Rosenbloom, Danny Schule-

man, Taylor Werthauser, Elana Zien. 

 

Mark your calendars!  Save the date! 

SPECIAL PERSONõS DAY is November 8th 

ð Children in Toddler/Parent class 

through 4th grade bring their SPECIAL 

PERSON to school for a morning of activity 

and learning.  A SPECIAL PERSON is a 

grandparent, aunt, uncle, adult cousin or 

friend. We will bake challah and the chil-

dren will have their pictures taken with 

their SPECIAL PERSON. Call Wendy Good-

man at the synagogue office for more  

information! 

 

A FEW SUCCESSFUL ATTITUDES OF SUC-

CESSFUL GRANDPARENTS 

·ñ Adopt the right attitude. Grandparents 

want grandchildren to be happy, success-

ful, good people. Therefore, the question 

they should ask themselves is, òWhat kind 

of Jews will my grandchildren be?  And 

how can I help that development?ó 

 

·ñ Introduce grandchildren to many of 

lifeõs finer things. Grandparents have the 

time, space and interest in their lives to 

do so. They live and share life to the full-

est, and grandchildren should be able to 

share unique experiences that become 

special memories. 

 

·ñ Be a curator of family heritage. Grand-

parents collect, preserve, exhibit and then 

bequeath family artifacts, recipes, stories 

and all kinds of memories. Judaica should 

be a part of every grandparentõs collec-

tion. 

 

ñ Be there in times of pain. One of the 

greatest treasures grandparents have, in 

their age and in their wisdom, is the ability 

to handle pain, to deal with the difficult 

things in life. Grandchildren should be 

able to talk about sickness and death and 

God and all the other hard, scary topics 

with their grandparents ð much better, 

sometimes, than with their parents. 

 

KIDS GOING TO SHOLOM HOME 

Our 7th grade curriculum includes visiting 

the residents at Sholom East on a 

monthly basis. We feel it is important to 

recognize these people who built the Jew-

ish community as we know it, giving back 

through our visits some of the gratitude 

we feel. The students respond very well to 

these visits ð they play bingo, give mani-

cures, deliver books, bring the residents 

to special programming and to dinner.  

The staff at the Sholom Home are delight-

ful to work with and we appreciate their 

hard work and caring that makes this  

program so strong. 
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 Department of  Youth Services 

St. Paul Girls Maccabi  

Basketball Team Extends 

Israel to 4 Overtimes  
 

Temple of Aaron provided the 3 cap-

tains and 5 of the 9 players for the 

first ever girls team to travel out of 

state for the JCC Maccabi games in 

San Francisco in August, 2009. After 

leading at halftime, St. Paul lost the 

semifinal game by 5 points to the 

two time defending champion San 

Francisco. San Fran won its 3rd con-

secutive championship by 12 points 

so we were very competitive. The 

tension and excitement in the Israel 

battle for bronze was electric as the 

crowdõs emotions reminded every-

one of a roller coaster ride. Coach 

Ken Agranoff expressed great admi-

ration for the accomplishments of 

the youngest 16U team in the tour-

nament. JCC Delegation Head Rich 

Danov clearly saw the team building 

advantages of playing every player 

nearly every quarter throughout the 

entire tournament. Go St. Paul! 

Front left-to-right: Hannah Johnson, Natalie Kramer, Gabriella Jonas, and Sadie Stone.   

Back row left-to-right: Coach Ken Agranoff, Samantha Agranoff, Rachel Burbul, Capt. Alexis 

Burbul, Capt. Bari Applebaum, Capt. Maggie Johnson, and Asst. Coach Ann Johnson.  

YOUTH GROUP  
Summer is a hard time to get people 

together but our very dedicated USY 

board has already participated in a  

Temple of Aaron leadership-training  

day and we are off to a great start!  

Pick up a copy of the newest TUSY 

Times and get to know your board!   

 

¶ Bayley Taple President 
 

¶ Ben Saxon Programming VP 
 

¶ Isaac Specktor Religious and  

  Cultural VP 
 

¶ Jeanne Bloomberg Social Action VP 
 

¶ Jessi Lerman Membership/  

 Communicat. VP 
 

¶ Danielle Perle Marketing/ 

 Publicity Chair 
 

¶ Jacob Abel Secretary/Treas 
 

¶ Taylor Werthauser TUSY Times Editor 
 

¶ Gilad Segal 9th Grade Rep 

Mark your Calendars for 

these Regional Events:   
 

November 26-29, 2009  

    Kinnus,  

    Kansas City 
 

December 24-27, 2009 

    Pre-Intõl Convention Shabbaton,  

    Long Grove IL 
 

December 27-31, 2009 

    International Convention,  

    Chicago IL 
 

January 29-31, 2010  

    Winter Shabbaton,  

    Adath ñ Minneapolis MN 
 

March 5-7, 2010   

    Kadima Kinnus,  

    Excelsior Springs, MO 
 

April 22-25, 2010  

    Spring Kallah,  

   Nebraska City NE 

  

Looking forward to a very  

exciting year of compelling  

youth programming! 

Our first TUSY event ñ òSukkot Sleepout for 

Youth Homelessnessó ñ is scheduled for 

Sat, October 3. Itõs going to be a really fun 

night of games, survivor-type competitions, 

bonfires, outdoor movies and music with a 

social action twist! Watch for more details! 
 

Youth announcements will be made every 

Wednesday and Sunday during school  

kehilla time. Starting in October, USY will 

generally have programs scheduled for the 

first weekend of each month. Third/fourth 

grades will have programs on the second 

weekend and fifth/sixth grades will have 

programs on the third weekend of each 

month. A complete calendar of events will 

be mailed to your homes in the upcoming 

weeks.    
 

If you would like your student to receive a 

weekly Shabbat Shalom and monthly Pro-

gram Update to his/her cell phone, please 

encourage your child to provide this infor-

mation. As always, emails will be sent out  

3-4 weeks in advance and RSVP reminders 

will be sent one week in advance. Please 

make every effort to RSVP so that we can 

plan accordingly. 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
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Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
August 2009  Av-Elul 5769 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

 

 
 

. . . to Betty Agranoff, Burt Katz, 

Helen Smith & Delia Sevak, for label-

ing nearly 1,200 Sept. Aaronions. 

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651-698-8874 
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

   

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 

  Hazzan Kowitz     113 

  Wendy Goodman, Dir. Yth Serv.  112 

  Wendy Hemingway, Dir. Yth Serv.  115 

  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv.  116 

  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst.   107 

  Kim Thomey, Admin. Asst.  100 

  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr.  110 

  Ken Agranoff, Exec. Dir.  106 

  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen Sup.  121 

  Lisa Stein, Program Mgr.  104 

  Jodi Saltzman, Dir. Yth Serv.  103 

 

Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Akkerman, Shimon  
Blackman, Ruth  

Blizen, Ben  
Goldshteyn, Isaak  

Abramson, Richard 

Alch, Sandra 

Applebaum, Lorraine 

Bar, Gitya 

Blyakher, Sima 

Braginsky, Isya 

Braufman, Madalyn 

Bream, Rose 

Brody, Phyllis & Sandy 

Bubar, Sana & Dmitriy 

Cohen, Sally & Ben 

Divine, Arnold & Rae 

Dreytser, Vladimir 

Drucker, Harold 

Eydelman, Grigoriy 

Fayngersh, Felix 

Fayngersh, Inna 

Fink, Delores 

Fridman, Vladimir & Alla 

Ganz, Isaac 

Geller, Dorothy 

Geller, Rosie & Loren 

Getsug, Ray & Elissa 

Ginzburg, Riva 

Glickman, Jane 

Glickson, James 

Gochberg, Peter & Vera 

Godes, Steve & Barb 

Goldberg, Sharleen 

Goldetsky, Burniece & Bill 

Goldish, Edith Bream 

Goldman, Irene 

Graham, Esther 

Grinberg, Roman & Elena 

Grobovsky, Nancy 

Grossman, Rose 

Harris, Barbara & Ron 

Jerson, Francine & Sidney 

Kahn, Marcella & Jim 

Kamin, Evelyn 

Kanivetsky, Rozita 

Kaplan, Burleigh 

Kaplan, Esther & Reuben 

Kaster, Barbara 

Katz, Connie & Harry 

Katz, Chelle & Leon 

Kopilenko,  

    Alexander & Bella 

Krause, Eva 

Kukulevskiy, Yuliy 

Lane, Harriet & Miles 

Leibman, Jack E. 

Lender, Mark & Dora 

Levey, Sylvia 

Levey, Annette 

Libman, Mae 

Lifson, Helen & Ron 

Malinoff, Michael 

Marofsky, Edith 

Meltzer, Rose 

Mesnik, Rosaline 

Pieser, Ben & Vicki 

Pripilitskaya, Pesya 

Rafowitz, Sam 

Rosen, Fran & family 

Rosenthal, Goldie 

Savage, Edith 

Silverman, Artice 

Simes, Hy & Josephine 

Simon, Jerome & Yetta 

Slutsky, Efim 

Solodkina, Rakhil 

Stewart, Maxine 

Straus, Zelda & Stanley 

Suponitsky, Yekaterina 

Tilsner, Ryvelle & William 

Tragar, C.A. 

Udodovsky, Mira 

Upin, Bernice 

Vysotskaya, Lyudmila 

Vysotsky, Alla &Gak, Feliks 

Wilton, Peter 

Zukerman, Boris 

HOMELESS SHELTER UPDATE 
The Temple of Aaron participated in 

Project Home again this year. The pro-

gram is sponsored by the Saint Paul 

Area Council of Churches to assist fami-

lies who are temporarily homeless. We 

helped host the overflow homeless shel-

ters at Unity Unitarian Church in May 

and Messiah Episcopal Church in June. 

The Social Justice Committee would like 

to recognize and thank our following 

members who volunteered for this im-

portant effort to benefit homeless fami-

lies: Robin Abel, Sasha Amnuel, Susan 

Flynn, Reenie Gitlin, Adriana Grossman, 

Jeff Marks, Judy Rein, Barry Schwach, 

Peter Setter, Chloe Steinman, Gregg 

Steinman, and Robin Taple. 

ADULT EDUCATION  
Free and Open to the Public 

Co-sponsored by  St. John Neumann 

and Temple of Aaron: 3 classes on Sun-

days from 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. at St. John 

Neumann Church, 4030 Pilot Knob 

Road in Eagan.  
 

Sunday, October 25 ð  

Immigration  
Who do you know who was an immi-

grant and what was their story? 
 

Sunday, November 22 ð  

Health Care  
Who do you know who has no or inade-

quate health care? 
 

Sunday, December 20 ð  

Affordable Housing  
Who do you know who has lost their 

house or is close to losing their house? 
 

Each session will include a short film 

followed by small group discussions  

and an action that can be taken.  
 

Refreshments will be served and 

daycare will be provided. 
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Sisterhood News 
Giftshop News ­ Come check out the new merchandise including Demdaco fused 

glass, Murano-style glass, new tallitot and much, much more. Not sure what to pur-

chase, donõt forget that you can pick up a gift card and let the recipient make a per-

sonal purchase!  Fall Giftshop hours are: Sundays 9-noon, Tuesdays 10-2 p.m., 

Wednesdays 10-1 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. Additional appointments may be made by calling 

the Giftshop at 651-699-9192.  

*       *       *       * 

Book Club Ŀ The Sisterhood Book Club is reading òKindly Onesó by Jonathan Littell, for 

discussion Oct. 18. Meetings are held on the third Sunday of the month, 10:00 a.m. 

at The Highland Bakery and Café in Highland Park. For more information, call Teddy 

Gerr at 651-405-6658 or Anna Specktor at 651-454-4612.  

*       *       *       * 

Warm Up America: community service project ­ Enjoy knitting or would like to learn 

and help keep someone in need warm this winter?? Help create afghans to spread 

the warmth. Questions, call Amy Miller Stern at 651-686-7125.  

*       *       *       * 

Building Fund Cards ­ These cards are always available for every occasion you can 

think of.  Donõt have time to trek to the store and sift through greeting cards? These 

cards are only a phone call away and all the work is done for you. Additionally, you 

support Sisterhood and Temple of Aaron. Use them often! To send your card now, call 

Janet Gordon at 651-698-8809 or Sis Goren at 651-686-0425. 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

LðShanah Tovah 
 

New Tallitot 

Yads 

Giftware & Judaica 
 

Shop Early - Shop Often! 

We Gift Wrap! 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

& Bridal Registry 
Canõt Think of What to Buy?  

We Offer Gift Cards! 
 

Support Your Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Support Your Synagogue 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9:00 - Noon 

Tuesday 10:00 - 2:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 1:00 

and 6:00 - 8:00  
 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple / 651-688-3030 

Young Mensch Club Events 
The High Holydays are a great time for 

new beginnings. At the start of this new 

year, join the Young Mensch Club (Temple 

of Aaronõs 20s and 30s group) as we 

build community by gathering for events 

and opportunities that appeal to a wide 

variety of interests including: education, 

spirituality, social and professional net-

working, and community service. Find us 

on Facebook and join us for these great 

upcoming events:  
 

Sõmores in the Sukkah 

Wednesday, October 7, 7:30-9:00PM 

Enjoy sõmores and hot chocolate in the 

Temple of Aaron sukkah. Get the chance 

to meet other YMC members and learn 

more about upcoming events. 
 

Jewish Sexual Ethics Today: Reading  

Leviticus 18 in the 21st Century 

Wednesday, October 14, 7:30-9:00PM 

The traditional Yom Kippur afternoon  

Torah reading, Leviticus 18, regarding 

forbidden sexual liaisons, was replaced in 

many synagogues with Leviticus 19, the 

Holiness Code. Using a modern Jewish 

lens, how can we approach sexual eth-

ics? Join us for an engaging discussion. 

2009 - 2010 HAZAK EVENTS  
Get ready for seven events during the upcoming year, set after a planning session 

that was held on September 3! These include:  
 

Financial Issues for Baby Boomers - 7:00 PM Tuesday, Oct. 13  

Mark Adelman, our own past-president, will present this topic. Mark is a personal  

financial representative. Come to the Temple with lots of questions. Mark is provid-

ing refreshments and door prizes! Cost is $3.00 per person; RSVP by Friday, Oct. 9.  
 

Challah & Sufganiyot Baking Lessons - 7:00 PM Thursday, Nov. 19  

Local baking expert Berta Shapiro will lead us in the preparation and baking of deli-

cious challah. As a bonus, since Hanukah is right around the corner, she will also 

show us how to make sufganiyot, melt-in-your-mouth jelly donuts. Berta has won 90 

ribbons at the State Fair for her breads, cookies and rolls, and published a cook-

book entitled Aunt Sadieõs Strudel. Bring a cookie sheet or flat pan, and an apron. 

Cost is $7.00 per person; RSVP by Sunday, Nov. 15. 
 

Other Planned Events, Dates TBD: Watch for Information  
 

-Social Mixer Night (movies, games, etc.)  
 

-Minnesota Jewish Theater  
 

-Spring gardening workshop and potluck at Mary and Bill Lermanõs home  
 

-History of the Mississippi River presented by Dr. John Atkinson of the  

    National Park Service  
 

-Annual Minnesota Centennial Showboat performance 
 

 

RSVP to: Margie Schneider, 1837 Eleanor Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116  

651 698-4358  or email:  7381jbs@comcast.net. 
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My name is David Baldinger and Iõve 

been a member at Temple of Aaron 

since I was toddler in the mid õ60s. My 

wife Christy and I celebrated our 21st 

anniversary this year, and we have two 

beautiful daughters, Hannah (19) and 

Natalie (15). For 45 years, Temple has 

been my home away from home... and 

my òCheers... where everybody knows 

your name.ó 

 

As a child, I would come to services with 

my parents, Bob & Estelle... and like so 

many other Temple kids, Iõd find a rea-

son to sneak out, so I could run through 

the halls with my friends, and hang out 

in Capp Lounge. I attended our religious 

school, was confirmed here, and be-

came a proud member of Temple U.S.Y. 

during the Youth Director Bob Fisher 

era. TUSY took me to Israel on Pilgrim-

age, and put me on stage for two of its 

best productions: òGuys & Dollsó and 

òFiddler on the Roof.ó 

  

Our wonderful sanctuary has been the 

setting for just about every special  

family simcha in my life: My Bar Mitz-

vah, our wedding, anniversaries, our 

daughtersõ baby-namings & Bõnot Mitz-

vah... and in a couple months, Christy  

& my mother are planning to have their 

double Bõnot Mitzvah together this  

November. 

  

As a kid who played the trombone, I 

found that I could also blow Shofar. 

Soon I was asked to sound the Shofar 

for our childrenõs & teen services... and 

now as an adult, Iõve been our High Holy 

Days (1st Service) Baõal Tõkiyah for 

many years. Iõve served on our Temple 

Board of Directors, and been a member 

of our choir & Menõs Club, as well as our 

Jubilee, education, ritual and executive 

committees. Iõve also been a regular 

Shabbat service attendee for the last 9 

years.  

 

 

Iõve been honored with our Daveners 

and Golden Kepah awards... and espe-

cially the opportunity to stand in for our 

Hazzan when heõs been away. Cantor 

Kowitz & his wife, Linda, actually gave 

me my greatest honor when they asked 

me to be the cantor for their wedding.  

To my Temple family ñ my òCheersó...  

I say, òHereõs to another amazing 45 

years... LõChayim... and Iõll see you at 

Shul!ó 

Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 

David Baldinger 

Become a Hospice Volunteer 
 

Looking for a meaningful experience and 

a way to reach out and help others? 

Johnson Hospice Care Agency is offering 

special training for individuals interested 

in becoming hospice volunteers. 
 

Volunteer Training will be offered Tues-

day, October 27 from 6:30-9:30 p.m.; 

Sundays, November 1 & November 8, 

from 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and Tuesday, 

November 10 from 6:30-9:30 p.m. ð all 

on the new Shaller Family Sholom East 

Campus at 740 Kay Avenue in St. Paul. 

Jewish spiritual perspectives and practi-

cal guidance for visiting hospice clients 

will be included in the training conducted 

by Rabbi Amy Eilberg, Rabbi Shalom 

Reznik-Bell and hospice staff.  
 

Sholom Community Allianceõs Medicare 

certified Johnson Hospice Care Agency 

(JHCA) fulfills a crucial need in the Jew-

ish community. JHCA combines ancient 

traditions with modern tools and offers 

care to terminally ill clients ñ with spe-

cialized services for Jewish clients and 

families.  
 

Hospice Care is delivered in the clientõs 

own home or wherever else he/she calls 

òhomeó ð whether itõs an assisted living 

residence, nursing home or other locale. 

Care is directed by the clientõs primary 

doctor and delivered by nurses, social 

workers, hospice aides and chaplains 

who focus on easing physical, emotional 

and spiritual pain by meeting the indi-

vidualized needs of each client/family.   
 

Explore the rewards of volunteering - 

contact Johnson Hospice Volunteer Coor-

dinator Judy Marcus at 952-542-4840 or 

jmarcus@jfcsmpls.org. 

Hadassah’s Adira Group 

Events  
Hadassah is a womenõs zionist organiza-

tion. Adira is a sub-group of the St. Paul 

chapter. We are geared toward women 

from 25-45. Below is a list of upcoming 

Adira events:  
 

Dining Divas:  

Monday, Oct. 19, Pizza Luce  6:30 pm  

Monday, November 16, Big Bowl  

    Rosedale Mall  6:30 pm  
 

Adira Hadassah is on Facebook, check 

us out. All events are open; Hadassah 

membership is not required.  
 

Tell your friends to email us at:  

adirahadassah@gmail.com  to join our 

email list and receive updates on our 

events or answer any questions.  
 

Member Diane Greenberger is Adiraõs 

Education Chair for the St. Paul Chapter. 
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My husband and I live in Israel 

(transplants-from Minnesota) and re-

cently walked the annual Yokneam 

March  east  of  the  Carmel Mountains.  
 

It was a festive atmosphere, with music 

and booths selling crafts as well as tasty 

treats. It resembles the Minnesota State 

Fair. This year, the march was dedicated 

to Gilad Shalit, Eldad Regev and Udi 

Goldwasser, still in captivity by Hamas 

(Gilad) and Hezbolla (Eldad and Udi).  
 

I thought I heard folk dance music. We 

quickened our pace, and sure enough, 

some scouts were dancing in the field 

atop the hill! They did many of the basic 

dances: Mayim, Nigun Atik, Hora and 

Medura.  
 

About 30,000 walkers enjoyed the Yok-

neam March this year. It's good to see 

that people live their lives and don't 

cave in to terrorism. Also, one never 

knows when real estate will take over 

the beautiful fields, so we want to enjoy 

the flowers every minute that theyõre 

with us. We should treat each other the 

same way. 

Yokneam March in Israel filled 

with festive fun and flowers 
By Marian Hirschhorn Leitner 

Committees Provide  

New Year Opportunities 
 

During the secular New Year, it is com-

mon to make resolutions for how to live 

your life differently for the upcoming 

year. Following Rosh Hashana, I encour-

age you to make a Jewish New Yearõs 

resolution to get involved in all of the 

amazing programming at the Temple of 

Aaron. There are twenty-six different 

committees working their magic to cre-

ate a fun, educational, well-managed 

community. Some committees are pro-

grammatic and host different talks, ex-

cursions, activities and events, while 

others work on strategic planning and 

synagogue systems. There is something 

for everyone. Consider in this Jewish 

New Year joining a committee and help-

ing to build the Temple of Aaron com-

munity. Check out the projects of the 

various committees on their WebPages: 

http://templeofaaron.org/

committees.php.  
 

ñ Lisa Rothstein,  

   Temple of Aaron Program Manager 

Join in Community  

Centennial Art Activity 
 

As individuals we are unique; as Temple 

of Aaron members we are complete. 

 

Judy Freeman, Temple of Aaron mem-

ber and artist, generously created the 

framework to involve 100 members to 

contribute to the final design of Temple 

of Aaronõs Centennial commemorative 

artwork. This beautiful piece will be dis-

played in the small chapel. 

 

With a modest contribution of $25, $50 

or $100*, you are invited to place a 

òtriangleó onto the collage. Contact  

Jeffrey Marks at 763-287-7298(w), 651

-690-2945(h) or jbmarksj@msn.com. 

 

Come to GEIMLUT CHASSADIM DAY on 

November 15, 2009 (11-1 p.m.) to take 

part in this community art activity. 

 

*Help raise $5000 for Temple of Aaron. 

Limited to 40 contributors at the $25 

and $50 levels. 

 

January 30, 2010 
— 

ENTERTAINMENT 

NIGHT 
— 

for Adults and  

Children 10 and Up 
 

Laurie and Dave Kuretsky are 

planning fun with:  

DJ, Karaoke,  

Dance Floor, Wii,  

Photo Booth, Food  

and more for the children. 

 

JoAnn and Howard Silvers  

are leading the effort for  

adult entertainment  

and other exciting games. 



The Festival  

of Sukkot 
Background Facts to Help  

Everyone Understand  

Its Meaning 

 

Sukkot begins on the fifteenth day of 

the month of Tishri ñ after Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur ñ and  

continues for seven days. It is known by 

several names, none more descriptive 

than Zeman Simhataynu, Day of 

Rejoicing. Hag Ha-Sukkot, the Feast of 

Tabernacles, reminds us of the huts 

(Sukkot) in which our forbearers dwelt in 

the desert for forty years in their way to 

the land of Israel. Another name, Hag 

HõAsif, The Feast of Ingathering, 

stresses that this is a harvest holiday, 

falling at a time when crops were gath-

ered, one of the three harvest festivals 

in the Jewish year known as the Shalosh 

Regalim, the Three Pilgrimage Festivals 

(the other two being Pesach and Sha-

vuot). 

 

The lulav, a palm branch composed of 

three myrtle twigs and two willow 

branches, and the etrog, a large citron 

resembling a lemon, both symbols of 

the harvest season, are used in keeping 

with the biblical commandment in 

Vayikra (Leviticus 23:40): òYou shall 

take the fruit of the pleasant trees, 

palm branches, thick leafy boughs, and 

willows of the brook, and you shall 

rejoiceéó Because the berakhot 

(blessings) for the lulav and the etrog 

are to be recited on six of the nine days 

(not Shabbat) of this festival period, and because these harvest symbols do so much 

to enhance the home, many families purchase them for home use. 

 

The eighth day of Sukkot, known as Shemini Atzeret, is a yom tov punctuated by two 

special prayers during services. The first is familiarly referred to as Geshem, the 

prayer for rain in which the Jewish people pray that the Almighty will grant a 

sufficient rainfall in Eretz Yisrael to make the land fruitful and the crops plentiful. 

 

The other is Yizkor, the memorial prayer for those we have lost, which is recited three 

other times during the Jewish year: on Yom Kippur, the eighth day of Pesah, and the 

second day of Shavuot. 

 

The final day of this holiday season, Simhat Torah, celebrates the Festival of  

Rejoicing in the Torah, at which time we give thanks that God gifted us with the Five 

Books of Moses by parading the scrolls around the synagogue in a joyous ceremony 

known as the hakafot, in which men, women and children of all ages participate. 

It is on this day that we complete the annual reading of the Torah and begin again 

with the first words of Berayshit (Genesis). 

 

The Religious Meaning of the Sukkah 
 

The sukkah is indisputably the major symbol of the festival. The reason for the  

sukkah is: òThat I made the Israelite people live in booths when I brought them out of 

the land of Egypt.ó (Leviticus 23:43) While Rabbi Akiva says that the booths  

mentioned in the Bible were real booths in which the children of Israel dwelt while in 

the desert, Rabbi Eliezer suggests that they were clouds of glory with which God sur-

rounded the children of Israel to protect them while they wandered in the desert. By 

remembering this miracle, the building of the sukkah is thus a means of infusing faith 

in God, particularly in time of distress. 

 

In the Bible, particularly in the Prophets, the desert period was considered an ideal 

time in Jewish history, a time when life was simple but noble. When the children of 

Israel entered Canaan and encountered the vices and corruption of urban civilization, 

they looked back with nostalgia to the nomadic period of their history, when they 

were free of these corrupting influences. They saw in this nomadic period a set of 

standards by which they could purify the civilization of their day. In our day Sukkot 

should become a call to the ethical life, free from the corruption and vices of the 

affluent society. 

 

Maimonides also gives the sukkah a moral and ethical interpretation when he says 

that the purpose of the sukkah and of remembering the days of the wilderness is to 

teach people to remember one's evil days, in days of prosperity. He will thereby be 

induced to thank God repeatedly and to lead a modest and humble life. 

 

A more pietistic tone is struck by the well-known medieval moralist Isaac Aboab, who 

said: òThe sukkah is designed to warn us that man is not to put his trust in the size or 

strength or beauty of his home, though it be filled with all precious things; nor must 

he rely upon the help of any human being, however powerful. But let him put his trust 

in the great God whose word called the universe into being, for He alone is mighty, 

and His promises alone are sure.ó 

 

Rightly does Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan conclude: òFrom the foregoing circumstances 

[that life in the wilderness was purer and freer than life in the civilization of Canaan]  

it follows that having the Israelites relive their wilderness experience on the festival of 

Sukkot [by living in a sukkah] was bound to place them in a frame of mind which  

enabled them to detach themselves from the order of life which they had come to 

accept as normal and to view it critically.ó 

10 
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Bõnot Mitzvah 

Hannah Gilberstadt, daughter of Dr. Philip & Sheril Gilberstadt, will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on  

October 9 & 10, 2009.  

    Hannah is in 7th grade at DeLong Middle School, where she plays flute in the band, and  

participates in theater, forensics, Destination Imagination, soccer and swim team. She also enjoys 

performing in plays at the Eau Claire Childrenõs Theatre, and taking voice lessons. Hannah is a  

member of Temple of Aaron Kadima. 

    Hannah has designated Herzl Camp Scholarship Fund for her tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by her parents, Dr. Philip and Sheril 

Gilberstadt, and her grandmother, Mrs. Mariam Zamansky.  

Hannah Gilberstadt 

David Randall Wilton, son of Dr. Peter and Madee Wilton, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on  

October 2 & 3, 2009.  

    David is in 7th grade at Friendly Hills Middle School. At school he participates in band, tennis,  

football, and student council. He also enjoys playing with his band, òSouldiers,ó playing video games, 

hanging out with friends, and collecting urban vinyl. He is a member of Temple of Aaron Kadima. 

    David has designated Fred Wells Tennis and Education Center for his tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Davidõs grandmothers,  

Osna Mervis and Dorothy Lamb. 

David Randall Wilton 

Abraham Cooper, son of Larry & Vicki Cooper, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on  

October 23 & 24, 2009.  

    Ben is in 8th grade at Northfield Middle School. At school he participates in newspaper, Science 

Olympiad, lacrosse, and the WEB leadership program. He also enjoys playing piano, swimming, and 

reading. 

    Ben has designated National Jewish Medical and Research Center for his tzedaka contribution. 

     Oneg Shabbat refreshments will be sponsored by Benõs grandparents, Hyman and Ann Cooper,  

and by Doris Rubenstein, who will be celebrating her birthday. Kiddush will be sponsored by Benõs 

parents. 

Abraham òBenó Cooper 

Max Golderger, son of Mitchell and Andrea Goldberger, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on  

October 16 & 17, 2009. 

    Max is in 7th grade at Blackhawk Middle School, where he participates in football and  

basketball. He also enjoys golf, skiing, spending time with his friends and watching sports on TV. 

    Max has designated Humor to Fight the Tumor for his tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Maxõs parents,  

Mitchell and Andrea Goldberger. 

Max Goldberger 
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Social Justice 

Temple of Aaron and St. John Neumann Catholic Church of 

Eagan have scheduled a series of three speaking events this 

fall on the topics of healthcare reform, affordable housing, 

and immigration. Sessions will include films, speakers, table 

discussion and suggestions for action on the local level. The 

idea for the joint discussion came from a St. John Neumann 

congregant who feels that issues of justice and charity are 

important to both church congregations. Late last winter, Vic 

Rosenthal, chair of the Temple of Aaron Social Justice Commit-

tee; Danielle Baas-Molliver, Pastoral Associate at St. John 

Neumann; and Lois Bloomberg, a member of both congrega-

tions, began the dialogue. Vic and Brian Zaidman spoke last 

winter at St. John Neumann on the immigration raid in Post-

ville, Iowa and Hecksher Tzedek. 

 

Sessions will begin with film, followed by table discussion, and 

end in a local call to action. Some of the questions used to 

prompt the interactive discussion will be: Who do you know 

who was an immigrant and what was their story? Who do you 

know who has no or inadequate health care? What challenges 

do they face? Who do you know who has lost their house or is 

close to losing their house? What now? 

 

Refreshments will be served. Childcare is available by reserva-

tion. Event is free and open to public.  

 

Please RSVP at 651-454-2079.   

Questions? Call Danielle Baas Molliver, 651-454-2079 x 2230 

abUSed – The Postville Raid:   

A Film by Luis Argueta and Vivian Rivas  
Tuesday, October 6 - 7 pm, St. Paul JCC 
 

The holiday of Sukkot raises awareness of the fragility of shel-

ter. Guatemalan filmmakers Luis Argueta and Vivian Rivas 

highlight the sense of fragility many undocumented workers 

have in their lives with a trailer from their film, abUSed ð The 

Postville Raid.  abUSed examines issues surrounding undocu-

mented workers and the aftermath of the 2008 immigration 

raid both in Postville and in Guatemala, the home country of 

many of the workers. After the filmmakers present and dis-

cuss a portion of the film, a panel discussion will follow. Co-

sponsored by the St Paul JCC and Jewish Community Action. 

Free and open to the public. 

 

 

POSTVILLE:  

Send a New Year's Message  

to New Plant Owners 
  

It has been over a year since many of us went to Post-

ville, IA to demand better practices at the Agriproces-

sors kosher meat-packing plant and to call for humane, 

comprehensive immigration reform. Recently, a new 

company ð SHF Industries ð purchased Agriprocessors, 

now named Agri Star. We believe this is an opportunity 

for change! 

 

Following the holiest days of the year ð a time for reflec-

tion, renewal and fresh starts ð we invite you to join us 

in expressing our hopes for improved conditions and 

better practices under the new owners' leadership.  

 

Please take a moment to send a New Yearõs greeting to 

the new owners to let them know that our community 

cares not only about the quality and fitness of our food, 

but the conditions under which our food is produced. 

We care about the impact on the community, the work 

force, the animals and the environment.  Go to 

www.jewishcommunityaction.org  for details on how  

to print and send the card.   
 

 

Interfaith Adult Education Series:   
7-9 pm  ñ  October 24, November 22, December 20 

Church of St. John Neumann 

4030 Pilot Knob Road, Eagan, MN 55122 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQU ESTED 

Children & Adults Will Enjoy 

Simhat Torah  
 

As we conclude the Torah readings 

on October 10th at 7:00 p.m.  

and begin again,  

share in an evening  

of rejoicing and fun!! 

 

Caramel apples  

will be provided by: 

 

David A. Berg  

Family Endowment  
created in memory of  

Robert H. Berg. 

 

Dance with the Torahs  

to the band music  

endowed by  

 

Sandy and Bob Tilsen. 

 

All generations see  

Torah fully unrolled  

in the sanctuary  

for  

Simhat Torah 

  

2009 SUKKOT CELEBRATIONS 
  

      Services: 

 

 Erev Sukkot Friday October 2 8:00 pm 

 

 Yom Tov Day 1 Saturday October 3 9:00 am 

 

 Mincha/Maariv   6:00 pm 

 

 Yom Tov Day 2 Sunday October 4 9:00 am 

 

 Mincha/Maariv   6:00 pm 

 

 Shemini Atzeret Friday October 9 6:00 pm 

 

 Shemini Atzeret & Yizkor Saturday October 10 9:00 am 

 

 Simhat Torah Saturday October 10 7:00 pm 

 

 Dance with the Torahs!!  

 

 

 Simhat Torah Morning Sunday October 11 9:00 am 

 

 Simhat Torah Evening Sunday October 11 6:00 pm 

 

 

V’Samahta B’Hageha  Č  Rejoice on Sukkot! 


