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Friday 

January 13 

8:00 pm  

 

Features the Famous  

Metropolitan 

Male Choir 

 

Led By Ben Zachary 
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***Actual Cost: $12 

per person  

Minimum $5  

Donations welcome 
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From the Rabbi’s Desk . . .  

At the root of all Jewish life is a radical 

assertion: that ancient texts, in a 

language few can read fluently, can 

have a daily impact on our modern lives. 

The basic assumption is that the stories 

and personalities from ancient times 

can still speak to us today in a 

meaningful way. We are used to looking 

for this kind of guidance at big, 

transitional moments, like celebrating or 

mourning together. But for Judaism to 

be truly meaningful, then these 

connections need to be more frequent. 

Over the next year, I would like to 

explore different ways that the ancient 

wisdom of Judaism can be applied to 

our lives today, beginning with Jewish 

views on leadership. 

 

Jewish leadership is not just about 

leadership within a Jewish context, it is 

using Jewish values to improve our 

leadership at work, school, and during 

volunteer activities. The following 

frameworks can provide examples and 

inspiration for becoming leaders in 

whatever context we choose to use 

them. Each of these four Jewish 

Leadership Values is supported by a 

text. 

 

Jewish leadership is collaborative. Part 

of leadership is the recognition that 

good ideas can come from many 

directions, and Jewish leadership values 

remind us to involve others in the 

decision-making process. Having a 

variety of divergent views is the best way 

to create a plan and to solve problems.   

This idea is based on a phrase from the 

Talmud (Eruvin 13a) that solves a 

particularly heated discussion with the 

phrase Elu vElu divrei Elohim hayim 

“These and these are words of the Living 

God” indicating that all opinions have 

truth in them. We as leaders, using 

Jewish values, should always keep this 

in mind. 

 

Jewish leadership recognizes a single 

decision maker. After the collaboration 

and the seeking of a variety of opinions, 

there needs to be a decision. The role of 

the leader is to guide these decisions, 

always keeping in mind the big picture 

and the larger vision and goals. We see 

an example of this in the Creation story. 

God creates “the two great luminaries: 

one to rule the day and one to rule the 

night, and the stars.” (Genesis 1:16) The 

great medieval commentator Rashi 

notes that originally both the sun and 

moon were created the same size, but 

then the sun was made bigger because 

“it is impossible for two kings to use the 

same crown.” 

 

Jewish leadership is conducted 

respectfully. There is conflict in every 

organization and in every situation 

where we are engaged as leaders. 

Jewish tradition does not shy away from 

such conflicts, as the old joke reminds 

us: “two Jews, three opinions.” Jewish 

leadership also acknowledges the 

importance of conflict as long as it is 

done in a respectful manner. One of the 

clearest examples that tradition 

provides is the way that competing 

religious schools of thought, led by 

Rabbi Hillel and Rabbi Shammi, got 

along. These teachers and their 

students disagreed about many points 

of Jewish law, and each was a strong 

advocate for their own positions. 

Despite this, they were very respectful of 

each other, speaking kindly to and about 

one another, often quoting the opposing 

view before their own, and always able 

to break bread together. Our govern-

ment used to work this way. It is said 

that President Reagan and Speaker of 

the House Tip O’Neal “broke bread 

together” in the evening despite their 

many disagreements during the working 

day. 

 

Pirki Avot characterizes 

this relationship as 

machlokot leShem 

Shamyaim, that is 

“arguments for the 

sake of Heaven.” Their 

disagreements were 

focused on finding the 

best answer rather 

than personal, ego 

driven attacks.  

 

Focus on the overall 

vision is the fourth 

Jewish leadership 

value. Without a strong 

vision, no group or 

organization can function for very long. 

Knowing where you are going is 

necessary to getting there, and is 

especially necessary to avoid being 

distracted on the way. We all know how 

easy it is to lose focus, and one of the 

roles of a Jewish leader is to keep 

reminding others of the overall vision. 

According to the Torah, the overall vision 

of Judaism is given to Avram very early 

on: veHeyeh bracha, that we should “be 

a blessing” to the world around us. 

(Genesis 12:2). This directive from God 

helps to focus the entire future of 

Judaism, reminding us to this day that 

we are here to make the world a better 

place. One way to fulfill this vision today 

is to use these Jewish leadership values 

in every aspect of our lives. 

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874  ext. 111 

Meaningful Judaism: Jewish Values of Leadership 
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Cantor’s Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874  ext. 113 
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No Column This Month 

 

 

Correction: 

Addition to 

DECEMBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

 מזל טוב

 51 Revekka and Grigoriy Shneur 

Judaism  

is NOT a spectator sport 

The future of our minyan will belong to 

those who have passion and are willing 

to work hard to make our minyan work 

on a regular basis. 

Tot Shabbat  & Prayers in PJs! 

(For Toddler-1st Grade Families) 

January 6th and 21st 

Times: 

Friday Nights 6:00 PM-7:00 PM 

Shabbat Mornings 10:30 AM-11:30 AM 

 

Questions? 

Joshua Fineblum, Director of Education 

joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 

Lindsay Berg, Coordinator 

lindsayberg@gmail.com 

One and all are welcome to spend Friday Nights and Shabbat mornings 

with us as we dance, sing, and celebrate Shabbat together.   

This new dynamic family program will create a way for the entire family 

to socialize, become acquainted with the synagogue, and learn about  

Judaism and Jewish holidays in a fun, interactive manner. 

 

Join our Facebook Group: Tot Shabbat! 

Sanctuary Monthly Banner  

 

TEVET BANNER: Presented by Manya 

and Ben Sturrey. Titled “Destruction 

of Temple” (Anna Andersch-Marcus 

design). It depicts the destruction of 

the Temple with falling of pillars dur-

ing the winter.  

Passport to Israel is a St. Paul Jewish 

community program that helps families 

save money to send their teens on 

educational trips to Israel. It is a 

partnership between families, 

participating synagogues and the United 

Jewish Fund and Council. UJFC matching 

funds are available to families who make 

a gift to the UJFC Annual Campaign. 

Enroll through your synagogue and each 

spring they will notify you when it is time 

to make your deposit in your child’s 

Passport account. The synagogue will 

send your deposit($150) and the 

synagogue’s match ($50) to the UJFC 

where the community match will be 

added. Each year your child will have an 

additional $350 added into their account 

(plus interest if any). For complete 

details, check out Passport to Israel at 

www.JewishStPaul.org  or contact Sharyn 

Effress Pesses at 651-695-3186 or 

SPesses@ujfc.org. The Elliott Belzer 

family created endowments to provide 

the synagogue’s annual match and we 

are grateful. In addition, the Donald and 

Helen Swartz Family Israel Fund at 

Temple of Aaron provides a grant to bar/

bat mitzvah students who select an 

approved educational program in Israel. 

A Tot Shabbat and Prayers in PJs fund 

has been created to enhance our Shab-

bat new family programming. We have 

had an enormous success with the  

program and hope that it will continue  

to grow with the continued support of  

our families. This bi-monthly program, 

geared toward toddler-first grade fami-

lies, creates a comfortable environment 

for all families to participate in this Shab-

bat experience with their children. It’s a 

wonderful way to supplement your Shab-

bat experience at home by coming and 

celebrating Shabbat in this unique way. 

 

This exciting new fund will provide great 

programs for our parents with very young 

children. Please support this new fund 

with your donations small, medium and 

large. Invest in our Jewish future!  

Contact Director of Education Joshua 

Fineblum to advance this project. 

New Fund Created To Fuel the Future! 

Temple of Aaron and UJFC will help you save  

for your child’s trip to Israel!  



 

 Department of  Youth Services 

Robby Erlich 

Youth Director 

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874  ext. 115 
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Robby’s Rap 

 

The winter months are our busiest months filled with fun and excitement!  

The start of our play “All Shook Up” is in full swing with rehearsals and 

working hard! Our Kadima’niks had a meaningful weekend at their Kadima 

Shabbaton, December 16-17 at Temple of Aaron. Meanwhile our younger 

youth members enjoyed some summer activities in the winter!   

 

The winter months are upon us and you may find yourself craving some sun, 

beaches and warmer weather. Many of these same cravings can be fulfilled 

with our Youth Department. Attend one of our youth-lead programs, develop 

events and marketing materials. Help with our Youth Department play! Hang 

out with your friends in a Jewish atmosphere. The energy and passion of our 

youth group members is what drives our programs. Belong with us… there are 

many opportunities to contribute. If you are unsure of what is available, chat 

with me! I am always available! 

Cast and Crew members take a break from  

“All Shook Up” Rehearsals! 

Temple of Aaron Congregation is cordially invited to 

USY Shabbat 

Saturday, January 21, 2012 

Experience the ruach and excitement as TUSY leads us  

during Shabbat service and education session. 

 

 January Youth Department Programs! 

 

   Comedy Sports for 7-8 graders!   January 7 

 

   Bowling for 5-6 graders!    January 8 

 

   USY Shabbat for 9-12 graders!    January 21 

 

   Snow tubing with Beth Jacob!    January 28 


