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USY Presents Guys and Dolls, A Musical Fable of Broadway  
Dynamic director Aaron Liebo, ably supported by choreographer Michelle Perle and music director Will Bryan, leads a very  

talented group of Cast Members for our three performances: February 4, 6 & 7, 2010. GUYS: Nathan Detroit - Ben Saxon, Sky 

Masterson - Ben Hemingway, Nicely Nicely Johnson - Jeanne Bloomberg, Benny Southwest - Gilad Segal, Rusty Charlie - Ezra 

Strohm, Arvide Abernathy - Max Weinberger, Lt. Brannigan - Isaac Spector. Gamblers: Harry the Horse - Matt Bernick, Big Jule - 

Joe Lane, Angie the Ox - Evan Weil, Bobby the Boar - Sydney Roston, Tommy the Tiger - Hannah Gilberstadt, Saul the Salaman-

der - Rachel Lerman, Ryan the Wrench - Evana Kvasnik, Rick the Ratchet - Emmy Saxon, Jerry the Juggler - Jacob Abel, Drunk -

Jacob Abel. DOLLS: Sarah Brown - Bayley Taple, Miss Adelaide - Ellie Schneider, General Matilda Cartwright - Taylor Werthauser, 

Mission Band: Agatha - Ellie Rosenthal, Martha - Ellie Berg, Eve - Rachel Feinstein, Hot Box Girls: Mimi - Lauren Oskey, Allison - 

Sami Saltzman, Fergie - Danielle Perle, Verna - Jessie Lerman, Suzette - Natalie Baldinger, Juliana - Rachel Haim, Jocelyn -  

Hannah Saltzman, Betty - Miri Taple, Juliet - Maya Strohm, Rochelle - Jamie Oskey, Jasmine - Shelly Kowitz.  

In the wonderfully insane world of the Trashmen it makes perfect sense that one 

of the most stupendous, drywall-rattling surf bands ever would come from Minnea-

polis — about as far from the beach-and-bikini scene as you can get! Anyone who's 

ever been severely jolted by Trashmen anthems like ―Surfin‘ Bird‖ and ―Bird Dance 

Beat‖ knows the unparalleled joy of flailing about helplessly to Tony Andreason‘s 

blistering guitar and the manic, rumbling vocals of drummer Steve Wahrer. If only 

Trashmen records had been loaded into that outward-bound rocket ship years ago, 

the galaxy would be a much safer place today! 

Chairs Howard & JoAnn Silvers  

Invite Members & Non-members 

To enjoy an evening of 

Music & Dancing  
in Stein Hall to the sounds of that 

nationally-known ‗60s sensation: 

The Trashmen! 
 

Poker    Mahjong    Bridge 
 

Advance Tickets: 

$18 per person / $36 per family  
 

At the Door:  $25/$50 
 

For advance tickets: 

lisarothstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874 



From the Rabbi’s Desk . . .  
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Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Technology in Partnership 

with Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein  
 

Being a rabbi today is a wonderful blend 

of ancient texts and wisdom with mod-

ern concerns and technology. One es-

sential tools for clergy is a laptop com-

puter, which gives us all our files on the 

go, allows us to remain in contact with 

members wherever we are, and pro-

vides access to the internet for news 

and research. I have used my laptop 

both in my synagogue office and when I 

am away for five years, and, as technol-

ogy does, it is showing its age. My cur-

rent laptop is not able to keep up with 

new software, and has an unreliable 

power source, whose repair would cost 

more than the computer is worth.  

I am looking for donations to the syna-

gogue directed at purchasing a new 

laptop. After conversations with the 

synagogue‘s technology experts, the 

computer I am considering is a 15 inch 

MacBook Pro. This computer will allow 

me to run the software I am most famil-

iar with, continue to use the customized 

database I have built up with sermon 

and teaching materials, and will allow 

me to link into the synagogue‘s network 

and member database. This necessary 

upgrade would allow me to focus on the 

product of my work, rather than the 

tools used to accomplish it.  

 

The cost of a new laptop, after software 

updates, will be about $2000. If you are 

interested and able to make a donation, 

please contact either Executive Director 

Ken Agranoff or me.  

Erev Shabbat Service at Temple of Aaron 
Followed by a Potluck Dinner at the house of Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein 
 

Friday, January 29 at 6 pm   (There will not be an 8 pm service.) 

RSVP IS REQUIRED FOR THE DINNER! 
 

Join us for a Shabbat Service, followed by a potluck dinner at the home of Rabbi 

Shavit-Lonstein. Come as you are and stay as long as you like. Please bring your fa-

vorite dish in a disposal dish. Serving utensils will be supplied. If you cannot decide 

on what to bring, you are invited to bring a dish based on your last name as listed 

below: 
 

A-J      Salads or Vegetables 

K-R     Main Dish 

S-Z      Dessert 
 

Potluck Food Guidelines: 
 

Food brought to the potluck dinners must follow the same guidelines as desserts 

brought for Onegs and Kiddushes as part of our Home Baking program. All foods 

made at home must be either dairy or parve (no meat or seafood ingredients). Food 

should be brought to the synagogue in disposable dishes. There will be no use of the 

kitchen or any of its utensils. 
 

RSVP is required to attend. Please RSVP to Lisa Rothstein with the type of dish you 

are bringing and how many people will be coming.  If you do not have access to email 

or have a question, please call Lisa at 651-698-8874 extension 104 and leave a 

message! 
 

We can build a strong Shabbat community one week at a time! 

Thank You from Jewish Family Service of St. Paul 
 

Dear Temple of Aaron: 
 

Thank you so much for including us in your Gemilut Chassadim Day in celebration of 

your centennial. We appreciate the wonderful gift baskets from the event that were 

donated to families served by Jewish Family Service of St. Paul. We will begin our  

own centennial celebration in 2010. We look forward to celebrating together and  

to continue to work together to support our community. Thank you very much! 
 

— Ruth Hampton Olkon, Assistant Director, Jewish Family Service of St. Paul 

Enjoy a  

Happy & Healthy 
Secular New Year! 
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Cantor’s Column 

 

JANUARY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

 מזל טוב
 5 Roxanne and Gary Portnoy 

 45 Barbara and Bob Rosen 

 45 Naomi and Neil Arnold  

 59 Lyubov and Lev Abramovich 

 67 Rosella and Manny Manos  

On Friday night, January 15, 2010, we 

will be hosting the Metropolitan Male 

Choir. We have enjoyed their powerful 

music for the past 13 years to commem-

orate Martin Luther King Day. The influ-

ence of African American spiritual music 

resonates throughout our American soci-

ety. It relates the story of pain, slavery, 

joy and exaltation. There are so many 

commonalities that Jews share with  

African-Americans. Our experience of joy 

and pain is written through decades of 

spiritual music on both sides. We as 

Jews played a visible role during the time 

of the march that Martin Luther King, Jr. 

led to the Capital in Washington D.C.  

We both have an understanding of how 

hard life can be and also the success 

that can come from uniting our voices  

for worthy causes.  

 

Every time this group comes to Temple 

of Aaron, it gives me chills. Under the 

direction of Ben Zachery, we will hear 

songs like ―Ezekiel‘s Wheel,‖ ―Oh Free-

dom‖ and ―We Shall Overcome.‖  I want 

to encourage each and every one of you 

to join us as we honor a great man and  

a great American. Bring your friends and 

neighbors and let us lift our voices high 

and with pride as we celebrate our  

diversity, and the many things that we 

have in common. It will be an evening to 

remember. 

 

We are now in our 10th year for our in-

formal and musical Erev Shabbat Live 

service format. These services are gener-

ally held on the second and last Friday 

evening of each month (with some ex-

ceptions). The Mollie Tankenoff Family 

Fund provides the needed resources to 

make this special service take place.  

I want to express special thanks to Gary 

& Marsha and Jim & Paula Tankenoff for 

their vision and support in creating this 

vibrant program fund honoring their 

mother‘s love of music. The recent addi-

tion of clarinet to violin, drums, guitar, 

vocalist, keyboard and a new evolution-

ary musical format have proved to be a 

rousing success. If you have never been 

to one of these services, I strongly en-

courage you to come and join us as we 

sing together as a Temple family. The 

next two upcoming dates for an Erev 

Shabbat Live service are on January 8th 

and January 22nd. We are on the cutting 

edge as we consistently make service 

changes to generate increased joy and 

participation. Our Temple is vibrant, en-

ergetic and uplifting for all who come 

through our doors. I hope to see many of 

you for this special singing service. 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

Special Music Unites Us As a Congregation and As a Community 

DID YOU KNOW THAT… we have 

an ongoing program for parents 

and toddlers that meets every 

Sunday from 9:45 ‘til 11:45am? 

DID YOU KNOW THAT… they par-

ticipate in Art and Music? DID 

YOU KNOW THAT… they bake 

Challah and Hamantashen? DID 

YOU KNOW THAT… it is a GREAT 

way for parents to form lasting 

associations with other parents? 

DID YOU KNOW THAT… kids and 

parents say the blessings over 

challah and juice weekly? DID 

YOU KNOW THAT… it is a GREAT 

introduction to Temple of Aaron!!!  

Intergenerational Event 

Planned for Sunday, Jan. 10  

Mark your calendars for Sunday, Janu-

ary 10th, 2010 and bring the whole 

family to an Intergenerational St. Paul 

Community Event on Sholom Commu-

nity Alliance‘s Shaller Family Sholom 

East Campus in St. Paul. 
  

Wiggle, Jiggle, and Jam with Music  

Specialist Wendy Baldinger providing 

fun entertainment from 6:15 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m. at this special event geared 

to preschool children and their families. 

Children will also have an opportunity to 

participate in an arts & craft project with 

the seniors who live on the Shaller Cam-

pus located at 740 Kay Avenue (at Otto 

& West Seventh Street) in St. Paul. 
  

The event is free and open to the  

general public. For more information, 

call (651) 328-2000. 

Education Day  

at Grampa Tony’s  
 

Grampa Tony‘s has agreed to partner 

with us to raise funds to continue  

solidifying our school programs.  

Everyone who visits the store from  

noon until 8 pm and eats in, takes  

home or orders delivery will benefit  

our students. Grampa Tony‘s has  

served pizza and pasta to our  

community at their Snelling and  

Hartford Avenue location for over  

20 years.  
 

Please circle the date, invite family 

friends, and neighbors. Check their 

website for menu info: 

www.grampatonysapizza.com  
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 Department of  Youth Services 

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

Jodi Saltzman,  

Director of Youth Services 

jodisaltzman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 103 

Wendy Goodman Hemingway,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendyhemingway@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

The month of DECEMBER brought days of 

fun of being together — play practices, 

Hanukah celebration during school, visits 

to the Sholom Home, by our 7th grade 

classes where we celebrated Hanukah 

with the residents. Herzl Camp was with 

us at our Hanukah celebration and we 

hosted representatives from USY Pilgrim-

age and Alexander Muss High School in 

Israel. It is again exciting to see our young 

people think about their summer of fun!  

Our school children participated in a very 

successful community  service day spon-

sored by the Centennial Committee. They 

made baskets to deliver to needy Jewish 

families filled with personal care items 

and clothing. The newer curriculum of the 

school includes ―ELECTIVES‖ for the up-

per grades. They can choose between a 

mock wedding, a course on super Jewish 

heroes, march for the living and Jewish 

mysticism. We are looking forward to an 

exciting January! 
 

TODAH RABAH… to everyone who made 

the Hanukah celebration such a success!! 

To… Janie and David Berg for sponsoring 

the event… to Tracie Steinman and her 

helpers: Gregg Steinman, David Polansky, 

Paula Schraber; to our Men‘s Club volun-

teers for handling the kitchen: Howard 

Silvers, Jay Baldinger, Manson Lambright, 

Harlan Stern, Gary Portnoy, George Bier, 

Terry Zien; to Eddie Moradian and Dan 

Saltzman, who spoke with our 7th grade 

class about how being Jewish impacts 

their business and medical decisions. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 

January 
 6  Wednesday Classes Resume 

 9/10 Weekend Classes Resume 

 16/17 No School (Martin Luther King 

       Weekend) 

 22 Play Preview during Services 

 31 Focus Group – young family needs 
 

February 
 4/6/7 GUYS AND DOLLS 

 19 School Dinner 

 21 Call-in for 2013 Bar/Bat Dates 

 27 PURIM SEUDAH/MEGILLAH READING 

   USY LOCK-IN 

 28 PURIM CARNIVAL 
    

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SUMMER JEWISH 

EXPERIENCES will be decided on Sunday,  

January 24. We will be in contact with the 

families in early February and will disburse 

in early spring. Call Wendy Goodman with 

any questions. 

 

IT IS TIME TO SELECT BAR AND BAT MITZ-

VAH DATES FOR 2013 by calling 651-698-

6596 on Sunday, February 21 between 

10am and 1pm. Leave your name, phone 

number, your child‘s name and birth date.  

Calls will be returned in the order in which 

they were received. We will send a confir-

mation post card once a date has been 

assigned. 

 

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR BAR/

BAT MITZVAH  In order to keep our members 

informed of synagogue policies, we occasion-

ally reprint parts in this space. For a full list of 

synagogue polices, please visit the website at 

templeofaaron.org. 
 

The child must be Jewish – born of a 

woman who herself was born Jewish, or,  

if the child was born to a woman who has 

been converted to Judaism prior to the 

child‘s birth. If the child has been adopted 

or born to a non-Jewish woman before the 

woman converts, the child must undergo 

a conversion ceremony. 
 

Candidates for Friday night/Saturday 

morning Bar and Bat Mitzvah must be 

enrolled in our Rossy and Richard Shaller 

Hebrew School, the St. Paul Talmud Torah 

Afternoon School, the Minneapolis  

Talmud Torah Afternoon School, a  

Jewish Day School for 5 consecutive  

years including the 7th grade year.   
 

All B‘nai Mitzvah must attend a minimum 

3 years at our Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas 

School, including the 7th grade year.  

Students must successfully complete 

each year with regard to Jewish learning 

process, attendance and behavior. 
 

Families who have moved into our com-

munity or who have become members too  

late to fulfill the list of educational  

requirements are required to present  

evidence of similar training from their  

previous synagogue affiliation. If this is 

not possible, the student may qualify for  

a Minha (Saturday evening) Bar or Bat 

Mitzvah. In determining qualifications,  

the Board of Directors will consider dis-

tance and learning issues. 
 

FOCUS GROUPS INVOLVING YOUNG FAMI-

LIES are being conducted by Wendy Good-

man and Renee Kvasnik, membership 

chair. Information from these families 

could very well set our course for the next 

few years as we listen to what these fami-

lies want for their children.  



 

   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
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Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
November 2009   Heshvan-Kislev 5770 

 

Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Ivan Sanderson  
William Holland  
Cal Calmenson  

Joe Garelick  
 

A Memorial Plaque 

Has Been Displayed For 
 

Sylvia Goldman  

Andler, Bill & Mary 

Appelbaum, Murray  

    & Arlene 

Axelrod, Semyon & Lydia 

Baskina, Ella 

Becker, Joseph 

Berde, Dorris 

Besner, Rae 

Bix, Betty 

Bosworth, Mr. & Mrs. Tom 

Bream, Rose 

Bubar, Sana & Dmitry 

Daniels, Marjorie 

Dietz, Al 

Edelstein, Rebecca 

Garnett, Sue 

Geller, Rosie & Loren 

Gilman, Rose 

Goldberg, Judy 

Goldetsky, Celia 

Goldetsky, Bill & Burniece 

Goldman, Arnold 

Gordon, Frank & Cookie 

Grossman, Rose 

Hauser, Irene 

Hirsekorn, Fred & Barbara 

Kanivetsky, Rozita 

Kaplan, Fred 

Kaplan, Esther 

Kaplan, Louis 

Katz, Chelle & Leon 

Katzovitz, Carole 

Khaskin, Iosif 

Klein, Frances & Robin 

Klein, E. Gary & Marion 

Kloner, Louise 

Knox, Naphtali 

Makiesky, Bernice 

Marvy Bob, Florie & family 

Meltzer, Bill & Rose 

Miller, Ann 

Munic, Doris 

Naiman, Edie 

Naiman, Steven 

Phillips, Jan & Janet 

Rein, Myndel 

Resig, Mr. & Mrs. Sanford 

Ringer, Jan 

Rosenthal, Goldie 

Rosner, Susan & Dave 

Rubenstein, Bob 

Schraber, David & Paula 

Schwartz, Gary 

Sherman, Ronna & Tom 

Shneur, Grigoriy 

Shumilovsky, Serafima  

    & Vitaly 

Simes, Hy & Josephine 

Simon, Phyllis 

Smith, Edie N. 

Soroka, Tatyana 

Stein, Lawrence 

Suponitsky, Alex 

Tragar, C.A. 

Uchenik, Esfir 

Webb, Jerry & Doris 

Weinberg, Idele 

Weinberg, Richard 

Wolkowicz, Joe 

Zien, Milton & Annette 

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651-698-8874 
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

   

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 

  Hazzan Kowitz     113 

  Wendy Goodman, Dir. Yth Serv.  112 

  Wendy Hemingway, Dir. Yth Serv.  115 

  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv.  116 

  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst.   107 

  Kim Thomey, Admin. Asst.  100 

  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr.  110 

  Ken Agranoff, Exec. Dir.  106 

  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen Sup.  121 

  Lisa Rothstein, Program Mgr.  104 

  Jodi Saltzman, Dir. Yth Serv.  103 

Centennial Fun  

for Teens & Tweens  
A Celebration 100 Years in the Making! 
ˋ DJ will lead Music, Dancing, Karaoke  ̀

— 

Look for Wii, Photo Booth, Pizza & Soda 
— 

Chairs Laurie & Dave Kuretsky are planning an 

Evening of Fun! 
Saturday, January 30, 2010 

7:00 pm — 11:00 pm 

Fink Youth Lounge 
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Sisterhood News 

Members of Sisterhood Board 

 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

 

New Tallitot 

Yads 

Giftware & Judaica 
 

Shop Early - Shop Often! 

We Gift Wrap! 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

& Bridal Registry 
Can‘t Think of What to Buy?  

We Offer Gift Cards! 
 

Support Your Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Support Your Synagogue 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9:00 - Noon 

Tuesday 10:00 - 2:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 1:00 

and 6:00 - 8:00  
 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple / 651-688-3030 

 

Sisterhood Shabbat ­ Friday, Jan. 15 (6:00 p.m. dinner  

followed by 8:00 p.m. services) and Sat., Jan. 16 (9:00 a.m.  

services), Temple of Aaron Sisterhood will be leading Shabbat 

Services. To make your dinner reservation, send your check, 

payable to Temple of Aaron Sisterhood, to Marcia Taple, 1833 

Eagle Ridge Dr. #4, Mendota Heights, MN 55118 by Jan. 8; 

$18 for adults, $8 for children under 12. The Metropolitan 

Men‘s Choir will be performing during Friday night services.  

To participate in the Hebrew and/or English parts of the ser-

vice, contact Sue Schwartz (651-451-2188) or Reenie Gitlin 

(651-699-1343). BAKERS NEEDED for the Oneg Shabbat and 

Kiddush for this event.  If you would like a vegetarian meal, 

need a ride, confirm that you will bake or have any other  

questions, call Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030. Join your  

Sisterhood family for this very special annual event.  

*       *       *       * 

Purim Hamantashen Baking - Sisterhood will be baking our 

very tasty Purim treats beginning in January on Monday morn-

ings at 9:00 a.m. and Wednesday afternoons after 3:00 p.m. 

in the Temple kitchen. Call Marcia Taple if you are interested 

or have any questions. 

*       *       *       * 

Book Club ­ The Sisterhood Book Club meets the third Sunday 

of every month at 10:00 a.m. at The Highland Café and Bakery 

in Highland Park. January‘s selection is The Book Thief, by 

Markus Zusak. For more information regarding the upcoming 

books or any other questions, call Teddy Gerr (651-405-6658) 

or Anna Specktor (651-454-4612). 

 

Torah Fund ­ Julienne Applebaum is chairing this fund and all 

monies collected go to The Jewish Theological Seminary  

students in the form of financial support for our future  rabbis, 

cantors and educators. New pins are now available for all who 

donate at the $180 level. Watch for more info to come and 

feel free to call Julienne at 651-699-0153 with any questions. 

*       *       *       * 

Giftshop News ­ All Blenko glassware is 30% off. Come in and 

check out the new fusion glass plates and the new yads.  

Remember that if you cannot get to the Giftshop during regular 

hours, arrangements can be made for you to make your  

purchases at other times so feel free to call and make this  

request. Questions? Call the Giftshop at 651-699-9192.  

*       *       *       * 

Building Fund Cards ­ Use these cards for all occasions. It is a 

simple phone call and the card will be personalized and mailed 

for you. Using these cards supports Sisterhood and Temple of 

Aaron. Call Janet Gordon (651-698-8809) or Sis Goren (651-

686-0425). 

*       *       *       * 

Save the dates:  March 18 ­ Lois Bloomberg will talk on  

nutrition; April 22 ­ Jeff Long, a postal inspector, will inform  

us regarding mail fraud, identity theft and postal scams;  

May 13 ­ Bonnie Abrahamson and group will present a  

musical production.  
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Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 

This month‘s spotlight goes to Neil Gitlin.  
 

Neil has been involved/member since 

1936. He had his Bar Mitzvah at the old 

Temple location and was married at the 

Highland Park Temple of Aaron to his 

wife Barbara in 1960.  
 

Neil has been a usher for 50 years and 

for the last 30 years the lead High Holy-

day usher  

helping out with holidays and keeping 

the shul in order. He even wears a red 

kepah for the holidays and been nick-

named ―the pope.‖ 
 

Neil & Barbara have three children, 

Hugh, Julie & Reenie. Each child cele-

brated their Bnai Mitzvah and earned 

their Golden Kepah from Temple of 

Aaron. They, along with his wife, play a 

active role at the synagogue. Barbara is 

a past president of Sisterhood, and cur-

rently serves on our board of directors.  
 

Hugh has been very active with our 

Men‘s Club. He also is a key person pro-

moting parking lot safety by being pre-

sent for student pick-up and drop-off 

during Hebrew School. Reenie teaches 

both Saturday and Sunday School.  
 

―My biggest pride and joy — next to my 

wife, of course — are my two grandsons 

in Phoenix, Sam who is 14 and Joey who 

is 10. I look forward to many simchas 

and enjoying my friends from the Temple 

of Aaron.‖ 
Neil Gitlin 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

 

 
 

. . . to everyone who helps make the morning minyan. 

. . . to children of Teddy Gerr who purchased a dedicated 

sanctuary seat plate to honor her 80th birthday. 

Mark Your Guys and Dolls Calendars!  

January 22: Play Preview Night at 

Friday services  
 

February 4, 6, and 7:  

Performance Dates  
  

Overall Co-Chairs:  

Roz Segal: Tickets, Videographer,  

Cast Party, Concessions  

Nancy Perle: Adbook  

Polly Saxon: Sets, Costumes, Props,  

Make-up  

 

Individual Committee Chairs:  

AD BOOK - Lois Bloomberg  

TICKETS - Lisa Lane, Lisa Bernick  

PROPS - Loren Taple  

COSTUMES - Margie Schneider  

SETS - Jim Strohm, Terry Zien (and William)  

MAKE UP - Margie Schneider  

CAST PARTY - Rick Weinberger, Robin Abel  

CONCESSIONS - Lisa Lerman,  

Bart Schneider  

FLOWERS - Bernie Schneider  

  

Please direct play questions to: 

Roz:  rsegal@umn.edu 

Nancy:  nancyperle@yahoo.com 

Polly:  pmsax@aol.com  

Temple of Aaron Book Club   

Tuesday, January 19,  
We will read Mitch Albom‘s ―Have a Little Faith.‖ 

For info, call Deb Bachrach, 651-690-4130 or 

deb.bachrach@yahoo.com 

Bonding with Jewish Troops in Iraq 
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We are thrilled to announce Martin and Esther Capp have 

made a grant to our new endowment fund.  
 

Centennial Fundraising Chair Marilyn Smith remarked that 

the grant was so consistent with Marty and Esther‘s impres-

sive track record of leading the way in many campaigns in 

the Jewish and non-Jewish communities. President Nancy 

Lane commented that the synagogue is proud that the 

Capps chose to help endow the Cantor Chair by following 

the lead of universities and hospitals in helping endow key 

positions.  
 

Cantor Kowitz has provided dedicated service for over two 

decades. He has made it a priority to dedicate time to our 

young Jewish adults studying for bar/bat mitzvah. To keep 

this distinctive approach alive and thriving in the future, the 

Capps elected to invest in the Cantor Chair. They empha-

sized we must continue to engage our students with posi-

tive role models in the synagogue.  
 

Our Jewish future revolves around our children. Temple of 

Aaron has regularly been willing to evolve to meet changing 

societal needs. Recognizing the Cantor‘s one-on-one train-

ing feature is a strength of our educational approach, the 

Capps want us to have the financial resources to perpetu-

ate that approach for the near and distant future. They 

commented that we have a successful approach and it is 

critical to place  

resources into  

approaches that 

generate excellent 

results.  
 

We are grateful for 

the first gift and 

hope every family 

chooses to support 

this crucial venture 

for the healthy fu-

ture of the Temple of 

Aaron. The Capps have been actively involved with the 

synagogue for decades and this gift is so fitting as we think 

about our future. Marty and Esther were pleased to be the 

first donors and they expressed confidence that their fellow 

members will also step forward and show their commitment 

to and confidence about our future by financially supporting 

the Centennial Cantor Chair Endowment.  
 

We will steadily continue mailing materials to groups of 

members about this promising opportunity. However, if you 

do not want to wait, please contact Marilyn Smith or Execu-

tive Director Ken Agranoff through the office to discuss this 

exciting project guaranteeing a distinctive future for the 

synagogue. 

Capp Family Serves As Catalyst By Being First Members  

To Provide Support for New Centennial Cantor Chair Endowment  

     Martin and Esther Capp 

Temple  of  Aaron Centennial  Year Membership  Committee 

ONE HUNDRED NEW MEMBERS     
Renee R. Kvasnik, Membership Chairperson 

Who wouldn‘t want to be part of a  

Synagogue among icons? Our Syna-

gogue, winner of awards for architec-

ture, art and its museum, is a leader in 

the world of beautiful  buildings.  

However, the warmth, inclusiveness  

and  cheerful atmosphere attracts the 

generations  and new  families to be 

part of our Temple of Aaron  family.  

Hazzan Kowitz composed a new song 

for our centennial, and Doris Ruben-

stein wrote new lyrics to an existing 

song to tell great stories. 
 

At the hub of keeping things fair and 

balanced for decades is our Executive 

Director, Ken Agranoff and his efficient  

team behind the scenes of Secretarial 

and Building Maintenance Staff. 
 

Thank you to Jim Leventhal, Julie 

Sander and Wendy Beth Gahm for previ-

ously chairing the Membership Commit-

tee, giving  their  time, and continuing 

on to give valuable experience, along 

with the other members.  
 

We are now encouraging a greater ex-

pansion of our Membership Committee 

to include many different ages and in-

terests. Be prepared to spread the word 

of our wonderful activities. Something 

for everyone.  
 

Larry Eisenstadt, Ritual Coordinator, for 

decades, has Talmud, Hebrew,  B‘nai 

Mitzvah classes, assists with our daily, 

Friday night and Shabbat services. An 

incredible Sunday and Hebrew school, 

led by Wendy Goodman for decades. 

Award winning USY and the annual play 

for our youth. 
 

Our fabulous Choir led for decades by 

Tom Bartsch and their wonderful music. 

The multitude of activities by the Sister-

hood, the Gift Shop and  Men‘s Club. 

Morrie Katz coordinating the Sunday 

morning breakfast and the Monday and 

Thursday morning breakfast endowed 

by Dr. Pearl Rosenberg Fund. 

 

Our Jubilee Year, led by Rabbi Bernard 

S. Raskas, and his committee and chair-

persons took us to the  highest heights 

of programs. A solid foundation for us to 

build on.  
 

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein and Hazzan 

Mitchell Kowitz, with Centennial  Steer-

ing Chairs, Layne Rosen, Jonathan and 

Becca Kvasnik,  Nicole and Ben Gitler, 

Marilyn Smith and numerous others are 

soaring us through a year of great in-

volvement.  A special Centennial  Torah 

mantle being made by Linda Eisenstadt, 

and the beautiful  community art pro-

ject, chaired by Laurie and Jeff Marks, 

designed by Judy Freeman is  for full 

participation of us all. 
 

We are all ambassadors for encourag-

ing  new  members. Our committee is 

available to everyone of all ages. Help 

spread the word about our incredible 

Synagogue. Our goal for this Centennial 

year is 100 new members of the Tem-

ple of Aaron. We can soar even higher! 
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Social Justice 

In Sedra, Miketz, we learn how  

Pharaoh and his court and Jacob and 

his sons dealt with a severe famine 

that struck the entire eastern Mediter-

ranean region. Pharaoh has a dream 

that is interpreted by Joseph to predict 

a long famine. Thanks to Joseph‘s in-

sights, the Egyptian empire is able to 

create stockpiles of grain to get them 

through the hard times. Unfortunately, 

for the Hebrews, Joseph‘s predictions 

never reached them and they suffered 

badly and were forced to travel to Egypt 

to seek relief. 

  

Does this sound familiar in 2009? Our 

country may not be suffering a literal 

famine; in fact, Minnesota grain farm-

ers are producing a bumper crop. But 

we all know, and many are personally 

experiencing, a different kind of fam-

ine: a lack of jobs, a lack of affordable 

housing due to foreclosures, a lack of 

healthcare by those who‘ve lost their 

jobs and those who never had it in the 

first place. 

  

If we at the Temple of Aaron want to 

end this modern famine and keep it 

from returning, we have to go to a dif-

ferent kind of ruler than Pharaoh. To 

get to the root causes, we have to  

become involved in creating laws that 

assure equity and fairness so that  

financial meltdowns won‘t occur in the 

future. We must look at the ways that 

our state and our own communities 

can create good jobs that offer living 

wages and become involved with our 

lawmakers. If we are not part of the 

solution, we are part of the problem.  

At the same time, we have opportuni-

ties to remediate the difficult situations 

of those caught in the various cycles of 

poverty through g‘milut hasadim — acts 

of charitable loving kindness.    

  

Yes, we have a Social Justice commit-

tee at the Temple of Aaron, but there 

are only about a dozen truly active 

members. Thanks and Mazel Tov to 

them for doing so much in the commu-

nity in YOUR name — in the name of 

the Temple of Aaron. But I‘m asking 

you all here today to think about how 

you‘d like to act in the face of this crisis 

in our community today and how you 

will act in the future. Will you wait until 

the next crisis, ignoring signs of peril 

until they are upon us, like Jacob and 

his children? Or will you work to build 

and prepare for a safe and prosperous 

future like Joseph in his advice to  

Pharaoh? We have a lot of work to  

do to bring about Social Justice, to  

perform Tikkun Olam. Together — all  

of us — we can do it.          
 

— D’var Torah given by Doris Rubenstein  

    at Temple of Aaron  12.19.09 

ADD A NEW MEANING  

TO YOUR MILESTONE ! 
Temple member Doris Rubenstein 

decided she had little need for more 

―stuff‖ as she approached a milestone 

birthday so she asked friends to  

donate to the Social Justice Fund in 

her honor in lieu of presents. The  

result — $460 towards next year‘s 

Habitat for Humanity‘s construction 

costs. If you also have little need for 

gifts to celebrate your next simcha, 

follow Doris‘ example and add a new 

meaning to a special date. 

 

Č Č Č 
 

COMMITTEE  

RECEIVES DONATION !  
Sue Flynn has enjoyed being a mem-

ber of the Temple of Aaron choir for 

almost 9 years. ―Singing is a form of 

prayer for me. It is my way of express-

ing my love and gratitude to G-d.‖ So 

Sue does not accept the annual salary 

paid to members because she doesn‘t 

want to be paid for an activity she 

loves. For several years she returned 

her check — now she donates her 

―salary‖ to Temple causes that are 

close to her heart. This year Sue  

donated to Habitat for Humanity and 

the Social Justice Committee. Thank 

you, Sue ! 

ADULT EDUCATION  

PROGRAM CO-SPONSORED 

BY TEMPLE OF AARON  

AND ST. JOHN NEWMANN  

was a success and  

will lead to more events  

at Temple of Aaron  

this spring. 

Participants share experiences and information at adult education programs 

held at St. John Neumann. 

CALL TO ACTION !   
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B’not Mitzvah 
Brandon Bloom, son of Marilyn and Stuart Bloom, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on  

January 8 and 9, 2010.  

    Brandon is in seventh grade at Dakota Hills Middle School, where he participates in  

football, basketball and band. He also enjoys hanging out with friends and watching  

college football. He is a member of Temple of Aaron Kadima. 

    Brandon has designated the Humane Society for his tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by his grandmother,  

Charlotte Rubenstein. 

Brandon Bloom 

Alexis Raye Dockman, daughter of Stacy and Michael Dockman, will celebrate her  

Bat Mitzvah on January 22 and 23, 2010.  

    Lexi is in seventh grade at Dakota Hills Middle School, where she participates in  

volleyball. She also enjoys reading, watching movies, summer overnight camp and  

hanging out with her friends. She is a member of Temple of Aaron Kadima.  

    Lexi has designated Ronald McDonald House for her tzedaka contribution.  

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by her grandparents,  

Barbara and Steven Godes, and Susan and James Dockman.  

Alexis Dockman 


