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                Get Ready For…               

    December 18, 2011 

Hanukah Celebration 
Get ready for a morning filled 

with meaningful and fun  

programming! 
 10:00 AM: USY Running Social Action    

         Programming in Classrooms 

 10:45 AM: Latkes & Nosh in Stein Hall 

 11:30 AM: Special Hanukah Program  

         in the Sanctuary 

The entire community is welcome to 

join students for this celebration. 

 

Questions?  Susie Haim, Administrative Assistant 

susiehaim@templeofaaron.org 

(651)698-8874 ext 104 

 
 

 *Sponsored by David A Berg Family  

  Endowment with help from the  

  Men’s Club Cooking Crew 

 

The Community Celebration Continues… 

Wed, December 21, 2011 

 
 

Temple of Aaron 

Hanukah Concert 

6:30 PM 
Preceded by Dinner at 5:30 PM 

Dinner Information 
Actual Cost: $12 

Minimum: $5 

Donations Welcome 

(All School Children, Teachers and Aides are Free) 

RSVP for the Dinner by December 14th  

by contacting: 
Susie Haim, Administrative Assistant 

susiehaim@templeofaaron.org 

(651)698-8874 ext 103 

Featuring: 

Temple of Aaron School Students 

& Teen and Adult Choirs 
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From the Rabbi’s Desk . . .  

We often see the modern world—so full 

of amazing technology and constant 

connection—as being in conflict with an 

active, meaningful, and spiritual 

existence. While it is true that our 

modern lives may provide new 

challenges to our Jewish connections, 

there are times when the two overlap in 

a meaningful, helpful way. I would like to 

share one such intersection, and the 

way it reinforced a very important Jewish 

value.  

  

Before the High Holydays this year, I 

downloaded an app called Photo365 to 

my phone. It is a kind of visual diary, 

that allows me to take a picture a day, 

along with comments. The display is a 

simple calendar, with each day 

represented by the picture I take, 

and  notes I make. Thus I can easily look 

at the entire month and see what 

happened when. It is by no means a 

complete record, but does provide an 

interesting way to show the most 

important event that happens each day. 

This allows me to quickly and privately 

store a visual memory, with far less 

effort than a full fledged diary. 

  

I have discovered, after using it for a few 

months, that simply being aware of how 

I spend my time can change the 

character of a particular day. Trying to 

capture one picture that represents a 24 

hour period, has helped me to look into 

each day for a positive, unique, defining 

moment. Even the otherwise mundane 

days can have special moments. It has 

also forced me to start each day looking 

for that unique picture. I find myself 

defining my day from the moment I wake 

up, rather than reflecting on what 

happened each evening. Using this app 

has also made me realize how quickly 

events pass from active memory. I can 

glance at the calendar and discover, for 

example, that it has only been a month 

since Yom Kippur, and two months since 

it was 90 degrees. Taking these pictures 

has given me a sense of perspective 

and taught me how I can set the tone 

each day and how I spend my time. 

  

Jewish tradition realized this centuries 

before there were smartphones. In 

Psalm 90 verse 12, we are advised 

to,  ―. . . know how to count our days 

rightly, that we may obtain a wise heart.‖ 

Each of us can ―count our days rightly‖ 

by positively shaping each day at 

sunrise, and reviewing it each evening. 

Rabbi Benjamin Segal advocates for an 

―awareness of the brevity of life and a 

good use of the time granted.‖ Or, as 

Gandalf the Grey puts it in J.R.R. 

Tolkien’s epic The Lord of the Rings: ―All 

you have to do is decide what to do with 

the time given to you.‖ 

  

We are even more aware of time this 

month, as we celebrate Hanukkah, 

which is all about counting. We 

demonstrate a positive view of time by 

counting up, adding one candle each 

night, as we increase the light and the 

holiness in our homes. We also reflect 

the faith of our ancestors, who lit the 

candles in an attempt to rededicate a 

nearly destroyed Temple, by lighting the 

Hanukah menorah. They did not know 

that the oil would last for the entire eight 

days that it would take to prepare a 

fresh supply. All they knew was that they 

had to take action to define their day, 

and to bring light into the world. 

  

Counting our days in order to attain a 

wise heart, is not about what tools we 

use, but the approach we have, as we 

meet the challenge of each new day. We 

can take the time to pause each 

morning, and then again several times 

each day, to ask: ―What one moment do 

I want to remember and define today?‖  

  

This approach and discipline will 

help  create a more positive  connection 

to each day. And it is the best use of 

technology, to enable us not just 

connect quickly for twitter updates, but 

to help us connect deeply to our most 

important values.  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874  ext. 111 

What I Learned Taking a Photo a Day 

Following the most recent meeting of 

the Board of Directors where it was 

unanimously approved to begin to 

search for an assistant Rabbi, the 

officers are pleased to announce that a 

search committee has been formed. 

The chairs of this committee are Nancy 

Lane, Steve Kafitz and Gary Portnoy. 

They have begun the work of identifying 

committee members that represent all 

facets of our congregation from young 

to more experienced, new to lifelong 

and those who have participated in this 

process before. 

 

The next step in the process will be to 

complete the formal application to the 

Rabbinic Assembly and to get their 

guidance. They will also be writing a 

formal job description for this position 

and will make every effort to bring the 

right person to our Temple. 

 

Watch for updates in the weekly email 

blast and in the Aaronian.  

 

The committee will be working closely 

with Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein. 

Temple Begins Search  

for Assistant Rabbi  



Cantor’s Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874  ext. 113 
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No Column This Month 

Key to Making a Minyan: You 
Many of us take for granted we will 

always have a minyan for the Mourner’s 

Kaddish. Please set aside some time at 

least once per month to attend a 

service. Your presence will help 

someone perform the mitzvah of saying 

Kaddish for a loved one. 

Hanukah Miracles 
The most commonly mentioned miracle 

surrounds a cruse of oil. Idolators  

entered the sanctuary, but ultimately 

were defeated. 
 

The Jews found only a single flask of oil, 

which would normally last only one day; 

however, the single flask of oil contin-

ued to burn for eight days. 
 

Also, consider the military miracle of the 

Maccabees, who battled for religious 

freedom against a much larger, stronger 

foe. Their fight was a fight for Jewish 

survival.  
 

For many, Hanukah symbolizes the fight 

against totalitarianism, so Hanukah 

represents liberty and freedom. 
 

Some believe the lesson of Hanukah is 

to clarify the only effective response to 

oppression: to defend and battle for key 

principles and values that oppression 

tries to suppress. 

 
 

DECEMBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

 מזל טוב

 30 Sally and Scott Johnson 

 40 Darlene and Barry Goldman 

 50 Arlene and Al Dietz 

 51 Revekka Shneur 

 52 Lucille and Burt Garr 

 52 Elaine and Howard Kuretsky 

 54 Joanie and Alan Levey 

 55 Honey and Larry Zelle 

 58 Evie and Mel Kamin 

 64 Esther and Martin Capp 

 65 Amy and George Sitkoff 

Our 4th 

graders and 

their parents 

had a wonder-

ful learning 

opportunity at 

their Family 

Education 

Program. The 

participants 

learned about 

the Shema 

and Mezuzah 

in a wonderful 

program 

including experiential learning and the chance to create their 

own mezuzah case to use at home. We are looking forward to 

more Family Education programs throughout the year.  

Shawn 

and 

Sidney 

Bulgatz 

Sara Hoffman  



Please be supportive of the 

youth who take advantage 

of these programs and 

thank those individuals who 

graciously give so that 

these kids have a truly life 

changing trip. 
 

This past summer I had the opportunity 

to go on USY Israel/Poland seminar with 

group 6. I have always wanted to go to 

Israel, and now that it was becoming an 

actual reality, I was overjoyed with 

excitement. In the first week of our trip 

we traveled to Poland where we went 

through an educational and emotional 

journey in the footsteps of a Jew in the 

time of the holocaust. My previous 

assumptions of the country were soon to 

be mistaken as the grassy fields, blue 

skies, and sophisticated city skyscrapers 

made it seem quite like America. In the 

duration of that time we were scheduled 

to visit numerous museums, cemeteries, 

memorials, and concentration camps 

including Treblinka, Majdanek, and 

Auschwitz. Majdanek in particular was 

especially difficult to visit because 

everything was still intact and remained 

how it was left including the gas 

chambers, ovens, and bunkers. As I 

entered the concentration camp, I wasn’t 

feeling the emotional connection I was 

expecting to. I continued to walk and 

came across a dark room, filled with 

hundreds of thousands of shoes of Jews 

that were brutally murdered and tortured. 

One shoe however stuck out to me; it was 

the shoe of a baby. At that moment, I 

could do nothing else but break down 

and cry. Men, women and children who 

had a family, hopes, dreams, and a 

future were now cut short due to the 

cruelty of the Nazis. I have seen the gas 

chambers, seen the ovens, stood in the 

bunkers that were once far over packed 

beyond its full capacity, and walked in 

the same footsteps of my ancestors. Now 

that I have experienced everything first-

hand, not read about it or heard about it 

but actually been there, I will forever feel 

closer to Jewish people and culture. 
 

Even though traveling to Poland was a 

very rough and saddening emotional 

experience, it made our group much 

closer and created a unique bond. The 

people in my group that I have only 

known for a week, I now felt like I have 

known them my entire life. It is extremely 

easy to make friends on the trip because 

we all share a common goal: To learn 

something about yourself, to meet and 

interact with Jews from across the nation, 

and to have a great time. When we 

arrived in Israel I was ecstatic and 

excited to experience the beautiful 

country that I have heard so much about. 

One of my most memorable experiences 

in Israel was praying at the Kotel for the 

first time with my close friends from USY, 

which is something I can’t get anywhere 

else. When I first saw it, I was in awe of 

the beautiful structure and felt pride 

being able to touch and stand by the 

sacred wall that has stood for thousands 

of years. Israel is our base/homeland, 

and one of the greatest things about it is 

being able to be Jewish and open about 

it. You can wear a kippah or a Star of 

David around your neck and you don’t 

need to explain it to anyone; everybody 

gets it. It feels as if the entire country is 

magical. You look at the hills and see the 

green trees and the desert, you see the 

western wall, the beautiful roof tops, the 

gold dome of the rock, and the bright 

sparkling blue water from the Kinneret. 

Wherever you live in the world, 

Jerusalem/Israel truly is and will forever 

be home. If you are a Jew and haven’t 

been to Israel, you are missing out on 

one of the most amazing experiences in 

your life, and I recommend everyone go 

at least once in their lifetime. 

 Department of  Youth Services 

Robby Erlich 
Youth Director 

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 
651-698-8874  ext. 115 
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 December  

Youth Department Programs! 
 

Pump it up for 3-4 graders!  

December 4 
 

Kadima Shabbaton  

December 16-17 
 

USY Iron Chef for 9-12 graders!   

December 3 
 

USY Israeli Commando Training!  

December 10 

 

Calling all 

actors &  

actresses! 

 

2011-2012 
Youth  

Department 
Play  
ά!ƭƭ {Ƙƻƻƪ ¦Ǉέ  

Tryouts for 7th-12th Graders! 
Sunday December 4th

 

Youth Department 
keeps right on rollinô! 

 

- Limo Scavenger Hunt  

was a great time! 

- B’resheet had a slammin’ good 

time at Grand Slam! 

- Kadima cooked their way 

through Israel! 

- USY Kinnus was ―off the shore‖ 

- Tusy is a great opportunity to 

just chill with your friends… as 

we had our first lounge night! 

Be on the lookout for more 

excitement and fun!  

An inspiring recap of Michael Kowitz’s experience in Europe/Israel 
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Lilmod Uõlilamed  ñ òTo Teach and to Learnó- Pirkei Avot 

 ללמד וללמד
Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein and I were very 

lucky and fortunate to have joined 18 

participants on this year’s Confirmation 

trip to New York City. Those five days 

were the most exciting time to be in New 

York and being able to celebrate the end 

of the Chaggim was absolutely amazing 

for all of us. While we did the same 

sightseeing of year’s past we also had 

the opportunity to do some really unique 

things because of Shmini Atzeret and 

Simchat Torah. Watching our students 

and chaperones celebrate in the streets 

with dancing on Simchat Torah and 

saying ―good yontif‖ to people as we 

passed them in the streets was such an 

amazing thing to be a part of. It is our 

hope that the wonderful memories of this 

trip can be etched in their minds as one 

the wonderful experiences they have had 

at their time here at Temple of Aaron. 
 

Throughout the last few months we have 

continued some wonderful programming 

and ways for families to connect to the 

synagogue. We were so 

happy that so many 

families joined us for ―Got 

Shabbat?‖ and are looking 

forward to the next one 

coming in January. We 

have also had much 

success with our Family 

Education programming 

as our 2nd, 4th, and 5th 

graders along with their 

parents have spent time 

with us learning in a fun, 

friendly, family 

environment. We are also 

looking forward to 

continuing success with our Prayers in 

PJs and Tot Shabbat programs. 
 

Wishing everyone a Happy Hanukah and 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at 

our upcoming events! 

 7th DǊŀŘŜ tǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ά¢ƻǊŀƘ ¦ΩaƛǘȊǾƻǘέ 
Sunday, December 11, 2011 
10:00 AM Leifman Chapel 

Parents and family members encouraged to 
attend and hear our students present. The 

program will be followed by brunch for families 
and a display of projects open to the entire 

community. 

 Camp/Israel Scholarships Available 
To apply for Summer Camp/Israel 

Scholarships please refer to the application 
on the front page of the website: 

www.templeofaaron.org 
Application due date:  January 8, 2012 

Questions? 
Joshua Fineblum, Director of Education 
joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 

(651)698-8874 ext 103 

Midat Hachodesh:   

Võahavta Lõreacha Kamocha 
This ―Golden Rule‖ is one which comes from the Torah and 

while it is not read during this time of year, the idea is 

important to us each day. The phrase means: ―Love your 

neighbor as you would like to be loved.‖ This common idea 

is one which we elevate in Judaism as we do Mitzvot, 

commandments, each day. The way of treating people 

justly and sensing the winter-time spirit is one we 

recognize in the greater community during this time of the 

year. Amongst the Jewish people we talk of the Maccabees 

and the great battle to win back and rededicate the 

Temple. Let us be happy that we have this time, free from 

the war and distress our ancestors had long ago, that we 

may be free to treat people well and help them in their 

time of need. During the past few months we have been 

collected for B’yachad, a St. Paul community drive to help 

those in need in our community. It is our hope that we 

come together to help with this great effort because if 

each of us were in need wouldn’t others help us? 

Joshua Fineblum  
Director of Education 

joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 
651-698-8874  ext. 103 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
October 2011    Tishri-Heshvan 5772 

Agranoff, Betty & family 

Aleiner, Galina 

Axelrod, Lydia & Semyon 

Berde, Doris  

Besner, Rae 

Blyakher, Sima 

Braginsky, Inna & Gregory 

Braufman, Madalyn 

Burstein, Scott 

Calmenson, Beverly 

Derechin, Haddie 

Esrig, Evelyn 

Fayngersh, Felix 

Fayngersh, Inna 

Fishbein, J.M 

Fradkina, Ruta 

Gilman, Rose 

Gleeman, Harriet 

Gochberg, Peter 

Gokhberg, Raisa 

Hirsekorn, Fred 

Kagan, Galina 

Kaminsky, Beverly 

Kaplan, Esther 

Kaster, John M.D. 

Katz, Chelle & Leon 

Kaufman, Lennie & Jill 

Klein, E. Gary & Marion 

Krawetz, Leah 

Kukulevskiy, Yuliy 

Levinsohn, Mark 

Lyons, Stephen, Patti  

    & family 

Meerovich, Gedaly  

    & Alexandra 

Mogol, Leo 

Pieser, Ben 

Portnoy, Jerry 

Ringer, Jan 

Schwartz, Sue & Jerry 

Sevak, Delia & family 

Simes, Josephine & Hy 

Simon, Jerome & Yetta 

Smith, Richard 

Sokol, Michael 

Stacker, Howard 

Straus, Zelda & Stan 

Strickon, Beryl 

Strohm, Leslie, Jim Ezra, 

    Maya 

Tabert, David & Deborah 

Taple, Marcia 

Tilsen, Bob & Sandy 

Toushin, Sally & David 

Uchenik, Esfir 

Upin, Alan 

Valdman, David 

Vinokur, Roza 

Weisberg, Nancy & Scott 

Winthrop, Sonia 

Zaretsky, Karolina 
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families 

of the following members  

who have passed away 
 

Sofia Akkerman 

William Goldetsky 

Meylach Fayngersh 
 

A Memorial Plaque 

Has Been Displayed for 
 

Randy Geller 

 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

. . .  to Delia Sevak, Anita Ernst, Burt 

Katz and Betty Agranoff for placing 

labels on 1,100 Aaronions to keep 

everyone informed. 

. . . to Elissa and Ray Getsug, who will 

sponsor the Oneg Shabbat on Friday, 

December 16. They are honoring the 

marriage of their daughter Deborah 

to John Taillon. 

. . . to Loren Taple and family for the 

donation of the gelt for Hanukah. 

 

   Tuesday Book  

  Club - 6:30 p.m.  
  

December 20 - Saul Bellows -  

Adventures of Augie March 
 

Call Deb Bachrach with  

questions: 651-690-4130 

IRA — You have until December 31, 2011 to 

make a gift to Temple of Aaron from your IRA if 

you are 70½ or older. Call your trustee. 
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Marvin Scherzer was a longtime member 

of our Executive Committee lending his 

financial expertise and acumen to the 

synagogue for decades. He planned 

ahead and left money in his estate for a 

special financial endowment. We will use 

the  annual interest to help pay for the 

annual financial review we conduct. 

  

Marvin was a big believer in opening the 

books for the entire membership at our 

annual meetings. His wife Margie recently 

commented on how much Marvin loved 

working behind the scenes on projects to 

help the synagogue work smoother in  a 

cost-effective manner. We greatly 

appreciate the Scherzers making an 

investment in our healthy future. 

Scherzer Creates New Endowment 

Helpful Hint from  

St Paul Police 
Theft from autos continues to be an 

issue throughout the Metro Area. This is 

a very preventable problem and the 

Saint Paul Police Department is asking 

for your cooperation by not leaving 

valuables in plain view while parked at 

the Temple of Aaron. 

  

While patrolling the lot, I often see 

purses, cell phones, credit cards in cup 

holders, GPS devices, laptops and 

wallets in plain view. This is not just at 

the Temple of Aaron, I see this 

everywhere. Being a victim of a theft 

from auto is a very frustrating, 

expensive and time-consuming 

undertaking. If you can imagine dealing 

with insurance and banking institutions, 

getting a new window, getting new 

credit cards, driver licenses, lost 

photos/data from cell phones and 

laptops etc…. This is preventable — just 

don’t leave these items in your 

vehicles.   

  

Thank you for your time. 

I appreciate working so closely with the 

Temple of Aaron! 

  

ñTodd Axtell, Senior Commander 

  Saint Paul Police Western District 

Kol Nidre Featured New  

Members In Torah Procession 
Our Board of Directors invited a group of 

new members from the previous year to 

join them in the emotional Torah pro-

cession commencing the Kol Nidre Ser-

vice. We were lucky to have many of 

them join us and be recognized. The 

invitees were : 
  

Jeff & Carol Allen 

Elvira Arsenyeva 

Michael & Inna Brezman 

David & Lisa Brodsky 

Marjorie & Perry Daniels 

Joshua & Andrea Fineblum 

Todd & Tara Fruchterman 

Jay & Esther Goldberger 

Dr. Alana Grajewski 

Nathaniel & Jeanie Kett 

Darci Lambert 

Naomi Liebo-Haun 

Leon & Gina Lonstein 

Amy Martin 

Debbie Revzen 

Emmanuil & Alla Rikberg 

Joshua Skora & Laura Woods Skora 

Benjamin & Randi Steingold 

Polina Suvid & Leonid Suvid 

Yakov Tselniker & Alexandra Kislyuk 

Rivkah & Robert Wachter 

Stephen Walter & Talya Zien Walter 

Amy & Chris Watercott 

Tony Weinstine 

Gerald Haimes 

Craig & Ilayne Dikel 

FINAL REPORT OF THE 

STAFFING TASK FORCE 
Chairs Mark Adelman and Sue Rosner 

are pleased to have completed their 

research on future staffing needs of our 

congregation. After the six-month 

process of interviews with senior staff, 

leadership and congregants, a 

conclusion has been reached. These are 

the findings that were presented to and 

approved by the Board of Directors at 

the meeting on October27. 

 

1. Recommendation to hire an 

Assistant Rabbi with the search to begin 

immediately. 

 

2. Consider hiring a part-time 

Development Director or use a 

consultant to formulate a plan for 

fundraising/endowments. 

 

3. Recognizing the need for innovative 

programming, add the salary for a full-

time  Program Director in the 2013 

budget for hire in 2013. 

 

Thank you to all of you who participated 

in this study and who shared your 

thoughts with us.  

Food Shelf Mission  

Impossible? Not if you help. 
Help us make 

progress in the 

statewide fight 

against hun-

ger. Support 

our food shelf!  
 

You can leave 

food at the 

synagogue. 

You can use 

our website and make an online  

donation. You can mail a check to  

chair person Harriet Levy and she will 

mail a card for a celebration, get well  

or condolence. 
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Sisterhood News 
Bundt and Bunko -  Thursday, Dec. 29, 7 pm, at Linda Eisenstadt’s party room (1077 

Sibley Memorial Hwy., Lilydale). Feel free to bring your own bundt cake to share; 

refreshments will be served and there will be favors. There is no charge for this event 

so come and warm up a winter evening with your Sisterhood family. RSVP to Linda 

Eisenstadt by Dec. 22 (651-454-6042 or larrlind@aol.com). 

*       *       *       * 

Warm-Up America: community service project – We are creating afghans to distribute 

to those who need them – homeless shelters, women’s shelters, children’s hospitals, 

nursing homes. Needed: Yarn and knitters/crocheters to make 9‖ by 9‖ squares. 

Please drop off yarn or your 9‖ x 9‖ creations in the Gift Shop and they will be 

transformed into beautiful, warm afghans. Questions, call Roxanne Portnoy  

(612-334-2725). 

*       *       *       * 

Book Club – Dec. 18 – The Rembrandt Affair by Daniel Silva. The Book Club meets on 

the third Sunday of the month at The Highland Café and Bakery in Highland Park at 

10 am. Call Teddy Gerr with questions or for more info (651-405-6658). 

*       *       *       * 

Annual Sisterhood Dues – Please take a moment and renew NOW. Membership is 

required prior to participating in many of our wonderful programs and you support not 

only Sisterhood, but Temple of Aaron also. Don’t miss out on the fun – get your 

payment in the mail to Linda Eisenstadt, 1077 Sibley Memorial Hwy. #400, Lilydale, 

MN 55118. Not a member yet? We are always looking for new members. There are 

so many different ways to get involved, make new friends and add to our Sisterhood 

family, programming and synagogue. Call Linda for more info at 651-454-6042. 

*       *       *       * 

Knitting Club – Knitters needed to keep this club going – with the cold weather on its 

way, this will be a great way to warm up your fingers on a frigid evening. This group 

meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the Temple Library. All 

levels are encouraged to come and knit, crochet, needlepoint and chat. Bring your 

own needles and yarn. Questions, call Roxanne Portnoy at 612-334-2725. 

*       *       *       * 

Women’s Shelter Donations – Drop off new, unopened toiletries to be donated to 

local women’s shelters. All items are requested and they can be dropped off in the 

Temple Gift Shop. Needed now are twin-size sheets. New, unopened cosmetics also 

will be distributed to the homeless. Help out our local community and give someone a 

lift with these easy donations. Questions, call Alexandria Ganzel at 651-490-7684 or 

Susan Flynn at 651-683-0706. 

*       *       *       * 

Building Fund Cards – Cards for every occasion are only a phone call away. Pick up 

that phone and show someone you care by sending one of these lovely cards. All 

funds raised by the use of these cards go directly to benefit our beautiful building. 

Questions, call Sis Goren (651-686-0425) or Susan Kushner (651-454-8336). For 

billing questions, call Betty Agranoff at 651-698-8275. 

*       *       *       * 

Food Shelf – This ongoing project serves our community year round. Donate food 

items at any time by dropping them off in the cart located in our coat room. Monetary 

donations will also be accepted by sending a check, payable to Temple of Aaron Food 

Shelf, to Harriet Levy, 1826 Merlot Curve, Eagan, MN 55122. For more info, call 

Harriet Levy (651-454-6829). 

*       *       *       * 

Gift Shop – Shop for Hanukah now!!  New menorahs are now available for Hanukah 

by Michael Aram, Tamara Baskin and Gary Rosenthal. Also available are serving 

pieces with Mah Jongg game designs. Find all of your Judaica needs at The Temple of 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 

New Tallitot 

Yads 

Giftware & Judaica 
 

Shop Early - Shop Often! 

We Gift Wrap! 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

& Bridal Registry 
 

HANUKAH SHOP 
NOW OPEN 

Can’t Think of What to Buy?  

We Offer Gift Cards! 
 

Support Your Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Support Your Synagogue 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday  9:00 - Noon 

Tuesday  10:00 - 2:00 

Wednesday  10:00 - 1:00 

Wednesday  6:00 - 8:00 

Thurs. Dec. 15 — 6:00 - 9:00 
 

 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple / 651-688-3030 

Aaron Sisterhood Gift Shop. There are 

items for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, weddings, 

graduations, confirmations and any 

other special occasion. Inventory is 

constantly changing and if you can’t get 

to the Gift Shop during regular hours, 

arrangements can be made for you at 

other times. The Gift Shop is now open 

one Thursday evening per month – 

Thursday, Dec. 15, 6 – 9 pm. Not sure 

what to purchase for that special 

someone? Gift Shop gift cards are 

always available. We also have a Bar/

Bat Mitzvah & Bridal Registry to make 

your shopping easy.  For more info, call 

651-699-9192. 

*       *       *       * 

Upcoming Events: Sisterhood Shabbat, 

Jan. 27-28. To participate in any part of 

Services for Sisterhood Shabbat, you 

must be a paid-up member - call Sue 

Schwartz (651-451-2188); to help with 

baking for the oneg and kiddush, call 

Etta Lambright (651-690-5729). 
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Hanukah is a wonderful holiday and our celebration must include more than just 

the custom of giving gifts. Decorating the home with Hanukah symbols increases 

the holiday spirit. The most important part of the holiday is lighting of the Hanukah  

candles.  
 

Everyone is obligated to light the candles. If possible, there should be a hanukiyah 

(menorah) for every member of the family. A hanukiyah is easy to make and using a 

home-made one can enhance the joy of the holiday.  
 

Home Service  
1. Place the candles in the hanukiyah as shown in 

the diagram. The number of candles should equal 

the number of the night of Hanukah, plus one for the 

Shammash. When the candles are lit, the highest  

number candle is lit first. The Shammash (S) is lit nightly to light the other candles.  

Note: On Friday night, light the Hanukah candles before the Shabbat candles.  

On Saturday night, light them after Havdalah.  
 

2. Place the hanukiyah near a window so people can see the lights. The purpose of 

lighting the candles is pirsuma dõnisa, to publicize the miracle of Hanukah.  
 

3. After lighting the Sham-

mash and before lighting the 

other candles, say the follow-

ing brakhot:  
 

Barukh ata Adonai elohenu melekh haõolam, asher kideshanu bemitzõ-votav 

veõtzivanu lehadlik ner shel hanukah.  
 

Praised are You, Adonai our God, Master of time and space, who has sanctified us 

with His Commandments and commanded us to light the Hanukah lights.  
 

Barukh ata adonai elohenu me-

lekh haõolam, she-asah nissim 

laõavoteinu baõyamim haõheim 

uõvazman hazeh.  

Praised are You, Lord our God, Master of time and space, who accomplished mira-

cles for our ancestors in ancient days, and in our time.  
 

On the first night only, the following is added:  

 

Barukh ata adonai elohenu melekh haõolam, 

shehehiyanu veõkiyemanu veõhigõianu lazeman hazeh.  
 

Praised are You, Lord our God, Master of time and space, who has kept us alive,  

sustained us and enabled us to reach this day.  
 

4. After lighting the candles, recite the following:  

We kindle these lights to recall the great and wonderful deeds done by You, Lord 

our God, through the Maccabees. May their light remind us to look to You, source of 

our help. We remember those who came before us who made every sacrifice to 

keep the light of Your truth burning brightly. May we and our children be inspired by 

their example so that Israel may continue to be a light to the world in the ways of 

righteousness and truth. Amen.  
 

5. All join in singing Maõoz Tzur.  
 

Maõoz tzur yeõshuaõti lekha naõeh  

leõshabay-ah. Tikon bate tefilati veõsham 

todah nizaõbay-eah. Leõate takhin  

matõbay-ah me-tzor haõminaõbeyah. Az 

egmor be-shir mizmor hanukkat ha-

mizbeõah.  
 

Other Notes  

Tefillin are worn during Hanukah, except Shahbat, of course. They are worn for the 

entire morning service. A special paragraph is added to Birkat HaMazon, as noted, 

on the holiday.  

Basic Steps for Hanukah Home Service Hanukah 
There are eight nights of Hanukah and eight 

opportunities to light candles in our homes.  

Besides the presents, food, blessings and 

singing, it can be an important educational 

opportunity.   
 

As you light the Shamash - The Talmud says 

the study of Judaism is more important than 

all the other commandments put together 

since it helps foster the rest. This Hanukah, let 

us re-dedicate ourselves to Jewish study 

through the year. May the light of this 

Shamash candle be a flame of enthusiasm to 

further explore the spiritual treasures of our 

people. 
 

Candle #1 - Hanukah means dedication. Our 

blessings and our prayers are in Hebrew; the 

language of our national homeland is Hebrew. 

The one language that the Jews have spoken 

over 4,000 years has been Hebrew. Let us 

rededicate ourselves to improving our Hebrew 

this coming year...reading, writing, 

conversation.  
 

Candle #2 - The ritual of candle lighting is 

chanting blessings to God. As we light this 

third candle, let us rededicate ourselves to 

regular Jewish prayer. Let us thank God daily 

for the blessings in our lives at home and in 

the synagogue. 
 

Candle #3 - Candle lighting is a ritual act. We 

perform it many times during the year. We 

light candles before Shabbat, Yom Tov, 

(holidays) Yahrzeit and when the lights go out. 

Judaism is special because our rituals 

reinforce our values. Add a mitzvah to our 

Shabbat, kashrut and holiday observance. 
 

Candle #4 - Many of the mitzvot of Judaism 

are concerned with tikun olam (making the 

world a better place). Think about how we can 

help the world become a better place. 
 

Candle #5 - The essential story of Hanukah is 

one of trying to drive the oppressors of the 

Jewish people from our ancient home land. 

The victory of the Maccabees was only the 

second time in history that the Jewish people 

had sovereignty over the land of Israel.  Think 

about our love and attachment to Medinat 

Yisrael - The State of Israel. 
 

Candle #6 - One of the central rituals and 

celebrations on Hanukah is the giving of gifts 

to friends and family. Tzedakah is a 

fundamental commandment in Judaism. Let 

us reach beyond ourselves, and share what we 

have with the needy. 
 

Candle #7 - Hanukah is a family holiday. We 

reflect in the lights of the candles with our 

mishpacha and friends and pray for their 

health and welfare. 
 

Candle #8 - On this final night of Hanukah, we 

understand that Hanukah was essentially a 

holiday to rededicate the ancient synagogue. 

Every study of Jewish identity indicates the 

synagogue is the key player in determining 

commitment to the Jewish community. Let us 

rededicate ourselves to get more involved in 

our synagogue. 
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By Dr. Steven Derfler 

 

The euphoria in the west of the Allied 

victory over the alliance of the Austro-

Hungarian Empire, Imperial Germany 

and Ottoman Turkey would allow the 

European victors a share of the spoils of 

war. As empires were dismantled, 

another name for empire became 

fashionable — ―The Mandate.‖  

 

A League of Nations mandate was a 

legal status for certain territories 

transferred from the control of one 

country to another following World War 

I. With the newly created League of 

Nations leading the way, a systematic  

re-thinking of the geography of the 

Mideast took shape. In it, the British 

and French would enjoy territorial 

―occupation and rehabilitation.‖ The 

process of establishing the mandates 

consisted of two phases: 1) the formal 

removal of sovereignty of the state 

previously controlling the territory; and 

2) the transfer 

of mandatory 

powers to 

individual 

states among 

the Allied 

Powers. 

 

Palestine and Greater Mesopotamia 

were handed over to Britain while 

France was ―given‖ Greater Syria. The 

division was mainly due to an internal 

arrangement between the French and 

British, the Sykes-Picot Agreement of 

1916. Almost immediately, residents of 

the various regions began demanding 

that both France and Britain live up to 

their World War I promises; i.e., Hussein

-McMahon and Balfour. 

 

In the meantime, both the Jewish and 

Arab communities became more 

emboldened with the fall of the Turks. 

Yet a sense of cautious optimism about 

co-existence was still there. In 1919, 

Emir Feisal would issue the following 

statement: ―We Arabs... look with the 

deepest sympathy on the Zionist 

movement. Our deputation here in Paris 

is fully acquainted with the proposals 

submitted yesterday by the Zionist 

Organisation to the Peace Conference, 

and we regard them as moderate and 

proper. We will do our best, in so far as 

we are concerned, to help them 

through; we will 

wish the Jews a 

most hearty 

welcome home... I 

look forward, and 

my people with me 

look forward, to a 

future in which we 

will help you and 

you will help us, so 

that the countries 

in which we are 

mutually interested 

may once again 

take their places in 

the community of 

the civilised 

peoples of the 

world.‖ 

 

However, his 

optimism was short

-lived. Increased 

Jewish emigration, 

which had been 

endorsed by the British and young 

Winston Churchill as Colonial Secretary 

for Egypt and the MidEast, was now 

being curtailed as increasing Arab world 

opposition threatened the relationship 

that England so desperately needed to 

maintain. The first Palestinian National 

Conference in 1919 affirmed its 

opposition to the growing Jewish 

presence. Fuel would be added to the 

fire as the blatantly anti-semitic 

American King-Crane Commission of 

1919 opposed the creation of a Jewish 

national home and overtly supported 

total Arab control of the area. 

 

Buoyed by this sense of western 

support, the already tense situation 

would turn increasingly violent; with a 

first major outbreak seen in the Hevron 

riots of 1929. The Jewish community of 

Hevron, a couple of thousand years old, 

suffered 133 dead and over 400 

injured. The British were caught 

completely off-guard. Their crackdown 

on the Palestinian Arabs was swift and 

brutal. All it accomplished was to further 

infuriate the Arab world against both the 

―Anglisi‖ and Palestinian Jewish 

population. 

 

In attempting to seek a resolution to the 

violence, the British created a fact-

finding mission. The end result in 1930, 

under the auspices of Colonial 

Secretary Lord Passfield, would be a 

White Paper that would in essence 

totally dismiss the importance of the 

creation of a Jewish National Home — 

tacitly siding with the Arab world. Legal 

immigration would be slowed to 

appease the Arabs. Blame it on the 

British. 

 

http://tinyurl.com/derflerdec1 

http://tinyurl.com/derflerdec2 

Between the Wars: “The Mandate” 

 

An international 

educational 

consultant, public 

speaker, 

archaeologist, 

historian, researcher, 

teacher and writer,  

Dr. Derfler has been 

 uncovering the histories of Ancient 

Civilizations for 35 years. Tracing the 

development of western religions from 

their roots in the Middle East and 

Eastern Mediterranean countries, Dr. 

Derfler brings insight to current political 

and social events, bridging the past with 

the future to promote greater 

understanding between people from 

different faiths and walks of life. 
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On October 11, 2011, more than 400 

people crowded into St. James AME 

Church to hear stories about the housing 

crisis in St. Paul, including families that 

have lost their homes due to foreclosure.   

The event was co-sponsored by ISAIAH (a 

coalition of churches), Jewish Community 

Action, Aurora St. Anthony Neighborhood 

Development Center and Frogtown 

Neighborhood Association. A key purpose 

of the event was to outline a bold plan for 

policy changes to address the crisis and 

share the plan with 6 of the 7 St. Paul City 

Council members who attended. 
 

Temple of Aaron members were well-

represented in this event, including 

Matthew Clark, Alexandria Ganzel, Bill 

Lerman, Richard Strimling, Howard 

Goldman, Gary Portnoy and Vic 

Rosenthal.  Matthew Clark spoke briefly 

sharing a story and his concerns about 

the housing crisis in St. Paul.  Alexandria 

Ganzel was one of the presenters 

speaking about the use of foreclosure 

mediation to try to delay or prevent 

foreclosures that are seriously harming 

many St. Paul communities. 
 

Earlier in the week, ISAIAH released a 

report on how the housing crisis is 

deepening the disparities between white 

people and people of color in terms of the 

number of foreclosures and 

neighborhoods 

experiencing the largest 

number of vacant 

properties. The report 

specifically addressed the 

growing number of sub-

prime and predatory loans 

and how they were 

disproportionately provided 

in communities of color. 

The number of foreclosures 

in St. Paul went from over 

600 in 2005 to more than 

3,000 at the height of the 

crisis in 2008, although 

still large numbers of 

families are experiencing foreclosures in 

the city and suburbs. In addition, there 

are now more than 1,300 vacant 

properties in St. Paul, primarily in low to 

moderate income communities and have 

a serious impact on those neighborhoods. 
 

This interfaith event provided an 

important opportunity for St. Paul 

residents to deliver a bold plan to 

members of the City Council, all of whom 

are up for re-election in November.   

Some of the ideas presented to the city 

council, included: 
 

Preventing foreclosures by increasing 

fees on banks who foreclose on 

properties without first using mediation 

with families and put more 

pressure on banks to 

adhere to ethical 

standards and best 

practices to avoid 

foreclosures while 

disclosing data related to 

lending practices in the 

city. These measures are 

designed to hold banks 

more accountable. Council 

members were also asked 

to raise the vacant home 

fee size to raise revenue 

for a neighborhood 

preservation fund and 

support zoning policies that will protect 

homeowners against speculation once 

the light rail system is completed. While 

council members expressed some 

support for several of the initiatives 

presented, organizations sponsoring this 

event will be working together to make 

sure council members are held 

accountable. 
 

Temple of Aaron members will be working 

closely with Jewish Community Action and 

other allies to move this critically 

important housing agenda forward in St. 

Paul. For more information, contact Vic 

Rosenthal at (651) 632-2184 or 

vic@jewishcommunityaction.org. 

What do we care about? 
 

Do you have an interest that really gets you energized? Perhaps you have a 

concern for a social issue that affects how you or your family can enjoy life in 

Minnesota. 
 

As Temple of Aaron members, we think we have plenty in common with each 

other. We pray together, celebrate holidays and life cycle events, educate our 

children and share social activities. How much do we know about each other’s 

interests, about those ideas and issues that we really care about? Do other 

members of the Temple of Aaron share those same concerns that you have?  

How can we learn about those ideas and issues that concern us and that we 

might have in common with each other? 
 

During the coming months, the Temple of Aaron members participating in the 

Tzedek Institute will start to reach into the Temple of Aaron membership to listen 

to people, to hold conversations about those issues that concern us, and to build 

a community around those ideas. We think we have much more in common than 

we often acknowledge. Our shared history, our Jewish values and our 

commitment to our community provide a solid foundation for our participation  

in the issues that affect us.  ñ Brian Zaidman 

Temple of Aaron Tzedek Institute members speak out — Two Different Statements on One Topic 

Do you believe that you have the power to 

make change in our city, state, or country? 

Do you believe that anybody will listen to 

you? Along with three other Temple of 

Aaron members I have been spending time 

learning about power and ways to use that 

power to effect change. Jewish Community 

Action has created the Tzedek Institute — a 

way Jews from around the Twin Cities can 

come together and learn about being 

change agents and organizing fellow Jews 

to become a powerful voice in the Twin Cit-

ies for the Jewish values of justice and 

compassion. You will be hearing more from 

the four of us in the coming months. I hope 

that you will listen to the message and do 

what you can to join with us in making Tem-

ple of Aaron part of the strong powerful 

Jewish voice for justice in the Twin Cities.   

ñ Bill Lerman 

Temple of Aaron member 

Matthew Clark, spoke at the 

St. Paul town hall meeting 

Tuesday October 11. 

Addressing the Housing Crisis in St. Paul 
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B’nai Mitzvah 

Aaron Nathaniel Cooper, son of Laurence and Victoria Cooper, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on 

December 9 and December 10, 2011.  

    Aaron is in seventh grade at Northfield Middle School, where he participates in Knowledge Masters 

and choir. He also enjoys playing piano, swimming, writing, and his friends. Aaron is a member of 

Temple of Aaron Kadima. 

     Aaron has designated One Family Fund (helping Israel’s victims of terror) for his tzedaka 

contribution.  

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by his grandparents, Hyman and Ann 

Cooper, and his parents, Laurence and Victoria Cooper. 

Aaron Nathaniel Cooper 

Zachary Greenberg 

Zachary Aaron Greenberg, son of Drew and Becky Greenberg and Lisa Greenberg, will celebrate his 

Bar Mitzvah on December 2 and December 3, 2011. 

    Zachary is in seventh grade at Highland Park Middle School, where he participates in basketball, 

baseball, and soccer. He also enjoys ESPN and XBOX. 

    Zachary has designated activities for under-privileged kids for his tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat will be sponsored by Drew and Becky Greenberg, and Lisa Greenberg. Kiddush 

refreshments will be sponsored by Zachary’s grandparents, Dean and Marilyn Greenberg. 


