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òI learned much from my teachers, 

more from my colleagues and most 

from my students.ó 

    ñ Babylonian Talmud, Taõanit 7a 
 

My name is Joshua Fineblum and it is 

my honor and pleasure to be a part of 

the Temple of Aaron mishpacha as your 

new Director of Education. I am eager 

to get things started by meeting with 

members of the congregation, listening 

to suggestions, and learning the culture 

at Temple of Aaron.  
 

I have been active in synagogue life 

since growing up in the house of a 

Rabbi. (Editorõs note: Josh's parents are 

Rabbi Steven and Barbara Fineblum.)  
 

After coming back from Ramah Po-

conos in 1990 I helped reignite our 

USY chapter and became very active in 

the greater Jewish community from that 

point on. While attending the University 

of Maryland I got a job at a  

synagogue that later hired me as their 

Youth Director. After two years in 

Owings Mills as a Youth Director I de-

cided to go back to school and get a 

masterõs degree back home in Philadel-

phia at Gratz College. While there I re-

ceived my masterõs degree in Jewish 

Communal Service and a certificate in 

Non-Profit Management.  
 

Upon finishing my studies at Gratz I 

went to work for Kellman Brown Acad-

emy, a Solomon Schechter Jewish Day 

School, in Voorhees, New Jersey as 

their Director of Programming and De-

velopment. As a Hebrew school 

teacher, Junior Congregation coordina-

tor and leader, Bõnai Mitzvah tutor, USY 

advisor, Youth Director, Assistant He-

brew High School Director, Confirma-

tion Coordinator, and Director of Pro-

gramming and Development, I have 

watched and helped many children 

grow and connect to Judaism. It is my 

hope to do the same here at Temple of 

Aaron.  
 

I come to the Twin Cities because I had 

the good fortune of attending Jewish 

Youth Director Association convention 

in January of 2002 where I met Andrea 

Golden, former Youth Director at Adath, 

daughter of Shelly and Ira Golden from 

Plymouth, MN and granddaughter of 

Temple of Aaron congregant Herman 

Gordon. We got married four years ago 

and knew it was time to move back to 

be with family and friends in the Twin 

Cities. Andrea and I are very excited 

about this new time in our lives begin-

ning here.  
 

I am looking forward to working with 

both professionals and lay leaders in 

continuing to educate our youth. Please 

feel free to stop by and meet me as my 

door is always open. I am looking for-

ward to the upcoming year and would 

like to wish each of you a Shana Tova 

Tikatevu; a sweet & happy New Year!  
 

Joshua Fineblum, Director of Education  

Ner Tamid Award Winners ð 

Honorees and Role Models  
As we prepare to honor the five winners 

of the Ner Tamid Award on Selichot, 

Saturday evening, September 4, 2010, 

in this centennial year of Temple of 

Aaron, we feel that it is important to 

revisit the purpose of the award, the 

motivation of those about to be so hon-

ored and, most important, the lessons 

we can learn from these wonderful role 

models.   

 

This yearõs honorees are  

  ñ Betty Agranoff 

  ñ Lynne Anne Bell 

  ñ Shirley Grobovsky 

  ñ Inge Hirschhorn 

  ñ Matzie Miller 

 

The Ner Tamid Award was instituted in 

2008 as a way to recognize the mem-

bers of Temple of Aaron whose efforts 

have or had a visible impact on the wel-

fare and vitality of our congregationõs 

membership over a long period of time.  

The underlying intent of making the 

award is to reinforce to Temple of 

Aaronõs members what can and needs 

to be accomplished by volunteers and 

to create a better understanding of how 

important these roles are to the syna-

gogueõs growth and well-being by recog-

nizing true role models within our midst.  

As a by-product, we have learned an 

interesting lesson ð committed volun-

teers are most often very reluctant to be 

recognized and honored. As the stories 

that follow reflect, they do what they do 

for a multitude of selfless reasons but 

never for the koach/acclaim that may 

result from the effort. In some cases, as 

happened this year, people who we 

have sought to honor with the Ner 

ñ continued on page 10 ñ 

We Welcome Joshua Fineblum , Director of Education  



There is an old joke: Everyone com-

plains about the weather, but no one is 

willing to do anything about it. The same 

can be said about the passage of time; 

we all lament it, but we canõt seem to 

do anything about it. 

 

Of course, that is not entirely accurate. 

Jewish tradition gives us many ways to 

mark, connect, celebrate and even slow 

down time. During this yearõs big cele-

bration of time, the High Holydays, we 

will focus on the passage of the years 

as we conclude our Centennial and 

Celebrate the Next 100 years together. 

 

Our services this year will contain many 

familiar celebrations. Hazzan Kowitz, 

Ritual Coordinator Larry Eisenstadt,  

Music Director Tom Bartsch and I are 

working to (create) great services that 

are meaningful, innovative and joyous. 

In addition, Rabbi Barry Cytron will 

again assist us during some of the ser-

vices, juggling services at Macalester 

College. The length of services will be 

the same as last year. We will again 

work to balance the many ways we can 

connect in worship, including: participa-

tory prayer, English readings, choir num-

bers, congregational singing, High Holy-

day and Shabbat melodies, and ser-

mons. 

 

Our focus during the special Second 

Day of Rosh Hashana, will be on con-

cluding our celebration of the past 100 

years, and looking forward to the next 

100. Since last High Holydays, we have 

celebrated many events as part of our 

Centennial: The Launch Event 

(September 20, 2010), Gemilut Chas-

sadim Day: òActs of Loving Kind-

nessó (November 15, 2009), Entertain-

ment Night (January 30, 2010), Fun-

fest/Israel Festival (April 18, 2010). 

I want to thank everyone who partici-

pated, and especially those involved in 

the organizing of all the wonderful 

events: Robin Abel, Betty Agranoff, 

Tracey Agranoff, Anna Angus, Deborah 

Bachrach, David Baldinger, David & 

Janie Berg, Jim Berg, Barbara Bergeron, 

George Bier, Lois & Paul Bloomberg, 

Ken Boschwitz, Melinda Bonk, Mary 

Clark, Matt Clark, Neil Derechin, Larry 

Eisenstadt, Ed & Faye Feinstein,  

Michael Feinstein, Bruce Fink, Judy 

Freeman, Gerry Frisch, Sandy & Neal 

Gale, Alexandra Ganzel, Hugh Giltin, 

Ben & Nicole Gitler, Deborah Heming-

way, Ira Hoffman, Marshall Hoffman, 

Steven Jones (zõl), Eve & Steve Kafitz, 

Barbara Kaster, Burt Katz, Morrie Katz, 

Mickey Kieffer, Alex Kopilenko Family, 

Laurie and Dave Kuretsky, Becca & 

Jonathan Kvasnik, Evana Kvasnik,  

Sasha Kvasnik, Walter & Renee  

Kvasnik, Etta Lambright, Nancy Lane, 

Mark & Lisa Lerman, Jan & Nan Leven-

thal, Sally Lorberman, Jeff & Lori Marks, 

Florie & Bob Marvy, Syril McNally, Linda 

Passon-McNally, Mitch Neren, Tim & 

Wendy Oskey, Sam Rafowitz, Fran 

Rosen, Layne Rosen, Sonya Rosen, Gail 

Rosenberg, Irving Rosenblum, Vic 

Rosenthal, Lisa Rothstein, Becky Shavit-

Lonstein, Linda Schloff, Bernie Schnei-

der, Marsha Schwartz, Peter Setter, 

JoAnn and Howard Silvers, Marilyn & 

Richard Smith, Diane Smookler, Harlan 

Stern & Amy Miller-Stern, Liz & Richard 

Strimling, Bayley Taple, Loren Taple, 

Marcia Taple, Barb Weil, Devin  

Werthauser, Ruth & Jim Wessman, 

Catherine Wheaton, and Terry Zien. (I 

apologize if we missed you on this list). 

  

Be sure to reserve time on your calen-

dars for the remaining events: Golf & 

BBQ Feast (chaired by Bernard Schnei-

der) on August 8, 2010, the Time Cap-

sule event (chaired by Eve & Steve 

Kafitz) on October 10, and member art-

ist Judy Freemanõs Torah Mantle Dedi-

cation (chaired Linda Eisenstadt) on 

December 3 . 

 

This year, the Second Day of Rosh Ha-

shana creative service will also look 

towards the next 100 years. In addition 

to creative music and inspiring read-

ings, we will invite everyone in atten-

dance to participate in a unique, one-

time prayer experience that will demon-

strate clearly both the challenges and 

the strengths we have as a community 

going forward. You wonõt want to miss it. 

 

On the more logistical side, and as you 

may have read in July, the Board of  

Directors voted nearly unanimously to 

hold only one service on each day of the 

High Holydays, except for Yom Kippur 

Day, which will remain two. (For a de-

tailed schedule, you can visit the Tem-

ple website at templeofaaron.org.) The 

decision to combine adult services was 

reached after studying attendance pat-

terns for the past five years and hearing 

the recommendations of both the Ritual 

Committee, and the High Holyday Task-

force. The most important reason that 

came from these discussions was a 

desire to ensure that the entire mem-

bership be able to gather in one place 

at one time. I am certain that this ex-

perience, of all praying together, will be 

a powerful one. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all in the 

synagogue to mark the passage of time, 

to connect with each other, and to cele-

brate the start of 5771. 
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Celebrating the Next 100 Years Together  

 

My Life Is Too Fast -Paced  
 

Attend our Shabbat service on Friday 

or Saturday morning or both, slow 

down, and get away from the techno-

logical onslaught. You can enjoy the 

music, engage in the community, 

chant some prayers, review the Torah 

portion in English, meet some new 

people, connect with God, and rein-

vigorate your mind. You can slow time 

down at Temple of Aaron while using 

our tradition to address modern day 

issues challenging our daily lives.  
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Cantorõs Column 

Have you ever asked someone how they 

are and how their family is and you hear 

them respond back to you, òWeõre all 

fine, thank God.ó  

 

Through all the years Iõve been a Hazzan, 

thanking God is one of those things that 

we often take for granted. When some-

one is ill or there are problems within our 

own family we seem to reach out to a 

Higher Power. When we feel depressed 

and lonely once again we turn to a Higher 

Power. However, when things are going 

good we seldom take the time to thank 

God for all of the things we have in life. 

Why do we do this? What is it about us 

as human beings that we do not realize 

that it is equally important to have a dia-

logue with God when things are bad or 

good? What do we pray for? Do we spend 

the time praying for a fix for the problem 

or do we spend time asking for the power 

to deal with the problem?   

 

Many years ago I learned from my own 

despair that God cannot necessarily fix 

the problems that we have. I came to the 

conclusion that God is there to give us 

strength to see the problem through. It is 

through the process of sharing that we 

gain strength. When we share our most 

intimate thoughts with God and our prob-

lems with our friends we can all gain 

strength from each other. To me, person-

ally, what this means is an ongoing dia-

logue with God. We need to be more sen-

sitive that we are not the center of the 

universe. We need to lower our egos and 

sense of self to care more about each 

other and the truly important things in 

life. I believe that once we can do this 

our quality of our life will greatly improve. 

We will find that through the simple acts 

of giving and sharing we can feel good 

about our own lives and be thankful for 

all that we have.   

 

It is my wish and prayer for this upcom-

ing High Holydays that we take the time 

to do more for people other than our-

selves. You will come to see, as I have, 

that the power of giving is fulfilling and 

healing. May each of us use this spiritual 

season to grow and reach beyond our-

selves so that we can truly see our place 

in the universe, our communities and our 

own families. 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

òThank Godó 

 

 

AUGUST WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

15  Dina and Robert Castle 

 20  Leslie and Jim Strohm  

 25  Robin and Mike Abel 

 25 Carol Simon and Frank Lerman 

 30  Shirley and Patrick Devine 

 50  Ida and David Valdman 

 52  Ruta and Mikhail Fradkin  

 54  Shirley and Ron Goldman 

 55 Nancy and Stan Skadron 

 55  Ryv and Bill Tilsner 

 55 Jan and Sherm Ringer 

 55 Sis and Ron Goren 

 55 Georgia and Jerry Fishman 

 56  Betty and Harold Zats  

 58  Annette and Milton Zien 

 59  Malka and Ernie Goodman 

 61  Marilyn and Mel Warren 

 62  Barbara and Fred Hirsekorn 

 63  Roza and Motel Vinokur 

High Holyday Services ð Important Changes to Unite Membership  

Our Board of Directors has monitored 

High Holyday attendance patterns and 

reviewed feedback for the past five 

years. Based on that information, the 

Board recently voted to provide one 

adult service on the first day of Rosh 

Hashanah (Sept. 9, 2010) and one adult 

service for Kol Nidre (Sept. 17, 2010). 

Our High Holyday Task Force will provide 

helpful details during the next two 

months so that service logistics run 

smoothly. Please watch for announce-

ments of those details, such as service 

times, parking arrangements, seating 

preferences and babysitting. We will be 

one united community for most of the 

High Holyday services. However, on Yom 

Kippur Day (Sept. 18, 2010) we will pro-

vide two adult services to accommodate  

everyone who would like to join us for 

communal prayer. 

Security Option for All Members  
The tragedy at the Los Angeles JCC 11 years ago motivated Temple of Aaron and 

many other institutions to raise their level of security. We contacted some secu-

rity experts and they toured our building and reviewed actual hours of typical use. 

They suggested we add off-duty police officers at the High Holydays and during 

each weekend school session. Experts further advised us to balance needed  

security with the realities of risk and available budget. Each member will again 

have an opportunity to support our security effort with an annual donation. We 

will place a suggested donation on your September 2010 statement. We appreci-

ate your previous generosity and hope we can rely on you in 2010 as we finalize 

preparations for the High Holydays.  



All par 3 holes will host  
Hole - in - One giveaway with a  

new FORD FUSION!  

12 noon 1pm $80 

Sunday, August 15th  


