
Aaronion 
TEMPLE OF AARON’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

616 S. Mississippi River Blvd. • St. Paul, MN 55116-1099 
(651) 698-8874 • www.templeofaaron.org 

The  

  Vol. 85 • No.  8                                                                 April 1, 2010                                                     17 Nisan  5770 



Cantor’s Column 

The recent adult B’nai Mitzvah class, 

also known as ―The Naches 9,‖ all did a 

fantastic job. I asked them to write a 

short paragraph on what their experi-

ences were and what they got out of 

this significant milestone.   
 

Take a moment to read what each 

member of the class would like to share 

about their own personal experiences 

from the B’nai Mitzvah. 
 

Anna Angus: ―Years ago, I thought long 

and hard about becoming a Jew. Now I 

am proud to be a Jew. From that day, I 

have studied what I could, read Torah, 

led services and I have learned to be a 

better person. When I was asked if I 

wanted to join this B’nai Mitzvah class,  

I accepted. Again, this required much 

thought. What was I really thinking, es-

pecially to myself? In this class, I dem-

onstrated to myself, and others, that I 

was serious in my commitment. This is 

the right place to be in my life and I am 

ready to continue my learning.‖ 
 

Mark Nauth: After being in the Adult 

B’nai Mitzvah class for about 5 months I 

became apprehensive and was actually 

considering dropping out. I didn’t feel 

up to the task of chanting Hebrew in 

front of large amounts of people. I even 

called Cantor Kowitz and told him that I 

felt like dropping out of the class all 

together because I didn’t feel ―up to it.‖ 

Mitch convinced me to stick with it and 

he stated that I would be very surprised 

with the results. He was so right! I deliv-

ered my Hebrew flawlessly on what  

became one of the most joyful days of 

my life... my Bar Mitzvah! Thank you so 

much Hazzan Kowitz for encouraging 

me every step of the way and for help-

ing me realize just how important this 

milestone is in my life‖! 
 

Mary (Miriam) Linder: Growing up in an 

interfaith family, and moving to a small 

town in Wisconsin, I did not have the 

opportunity of having a Jewish Educa-

tion. I wanted to learn more of what it 

meant to be Jewish and decided to start 

by joining the B’nai Mitzvah group last 

spring. It was an excellent learning ex-

perience, working and developing new 

friendships, with this group of adults. 
 

Rachel Lewine: I am the oldest of 3 kids 

and we grew up in a small city with few 

Jews. My father was in charge of our 

religious education. We sporadically 

attended services, religious school, and 

celebrated holidays irregularly. My  

parents divorced when I was eleven  

and I decided that I was no longer  

Jewish. At 19, I came back to my Jewish 

roots. I convinced my mother that  

my sister, then 11, should be Bat  

Mitzvah’d. Mom agreed and my sister 

was Bat Mitzvah’d.  
 

After my sister’s Bat Mitzvah, my father 

promised to take us kids to Israel if my 

brother and I would also become B’nai 

Mitzvah. In 1995, Dad, at age 71, took 

my sister and me to Israel. I never felt 

quite right taking the trip because I had 

not earned it. 
 

My parents both died in 2007. Our twin 

daughters become B’nai Mitzvah in 

2012. If they can do it, then so can I!   

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

The Naches 9 

2 

Noting Our Sponsors: 

Spirit of Asia is a full-service  

catering company, capable of  

handling jobs from large event 

sites to in-home catering.  

The business was established in 

1991 and is owned by David Hill 

and Sue Morales. David and Sue have backgrounds in Asian  

Cuisine. They met in the 1980s when they together ran  

Leeann Chin at the Union Depot. 
 

Spirit of Asia has two kitchen locations (Mount Zion Temple in  

St. Paul and Beth El Synagogue in Saint Louis Park) where David 

and Sue run all the food operations.  
 

Spirit of Asia does a wide variety of cuisines from  

all over the world — not just Asian. 
 

Learn more about Spirit of Asia at www.spiritofasiacatering.com 

or phone 612-724-4056 or 612-724-4056. 
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Cantor Mitch encouraged me to take 

the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class despite my 

very poor Hebrew reading skills. 
 

Now that I am a Bat Mitzvah, I finally  

earned the trip to Israel with my Dad.  

Better late than never! A Bat Mitzvah is 

a rewarding rite of passage and if I can 

do it, so can you! 
 

Matthew O’Brien: I didn’t know if I could 

do this class! I haven’t even thought 

about a Bar Mitzvah, but I thought I 

would start and see what happens! My 

Hebrew is limited and then read from 

the Torah! I’ll see! I found my class-

mates had similar abilities, also! There 

was something like 42 class nights. 

Everyone had life stuff going on, we 

were all learning from each other 

too! Through the all of this learning and 

studying process, Lindsey, Larry and 

Cantor Mitch were available to help in 

any way we needed. And there were 

other congregants available also that 

would help! By the time the B’nai  

Mitzvah date came, Cantor Mitch  

said we were ready. 
 

On February 5 and 6, 2010, our Naches 

9 had finished the Friday night Kiddush 

and the Shaharit service; I had finished 

my Torah and Haftorah readings!  

I ―couldn’t believe it‖ — I was finished!  

I did great! I was very happy. I accom-

plished my Bar Mitzvah. I was so excited 

then! And I’m still buzzed today. 
 

Jo Rose: Thank you again for this oppor-

tunity. Having accomplished this posi-

tive goal in life helps me to weather all 

the lousy goals and not-yet-reached 

goals. For example, in light of the family 

medical research we’ve been compiling 

in conjunction with my dad’s diagnosis, 

I’m now being screened for cancers. It’s 

great to get an early start, but it is scary 

and sobering going through the tests. 

So, I touch my Magen David necklace 

and remind myself I can do amazing 

things! 
 

Penny Newstrom: The Adult B’nai Mitz-

vah class has been such a wonderful 

experience! It astounds me to think that 

even 6 months ago some of us had our 

doubts as to whether or not we could 

actually pull this off. To see how far 

we’ve come, individually and as a group, 

was truly amazing.  
 

My reaction to being face to face with a 

Torah Scroll, reading from a Scroll for 

the first time, surprised me. The yad 

kind of got in my way and having the 

microphone in my face was annoying. 

But seeing those precious words written 

on the parchment by someone who took 

such care and viewed their job as a holy 

thing — it literally took my breath away 

for a few seconds. I didn’t notice anyone 

else — it was just me and the words on 

the Scroll. It was something beyond de-

scription. 
 

Then I got to thinking about my friends, 

Jews and non-Jews, who were coming to 

services on Saturday, February 6. To 

think that the people dearest to my 

heart were going to be in one place to 

see me complete something I’ve worked 

so hard to accomplish made me realize 

how truly blessed I am. I have wonderful 

memories from the past 10 months that 

I will cherish forever. 
 

Diane Greenberger: The past ten 

months have been quite a journey. I 

have developed a connection with this 

group of people I would have never ex-

pected. And more importantly, I have 

developed a connection with myself and 

G-d I didn’t know was possible. I wasn’t 

sure this was something I could commit 

to and I for sure didn’t want to fail. I not 

only didn’t fail, I feel very confident in 

my abilities to lead services and chant 

Torah and Haftorah. It was an amazing 

experience to watch my classmates and 

myself push ourselves beyond our com-

fort zones and I am so proud of the en-

tire group! 
 

John Bordeaux: My experience as part 

of the B’nai Mitzvah of 2010 has been 

one of the most rewarding experiences 

of my life. The individual commitment, 

group participation, encouraging each 

other, and the most important part of 

reading Torah, Haftorah, blessings, and 

leading services. 
 

The Learning was wonderful as I applied 

the process the Cantor instructed me to 

do. I made leaps and bounds in learning 

using his process.  
 

I am now motivated to take on another 

step, the Golden Kepah program. I will 

be eternally grateful to Temple of Aaron 

to have this opportunity to learn and 

participate. 

The Deco Catering  

is a leading Minne-

sota caterer. Soile 

Anderson is the  

founder and owner  

of Deco Catering 

who has a long his-

tory (over 28 years 

and over 10,000 

events) of catering 

fabulous special occasions, weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, and corpo-

rate events featuring delicious food. Soile specializes in offering 

only the highest quality food and service at a fair price. We deliver 

authentic European catering rich with flavor, unique artistic flair 

and design.  

 

Soile Anderson and The Deco Catering have been featured in 

Martha Stewart Living and many other magazines, as well as on 

TV shows including the Food Network. 

Any celebration with family and friends is a 

happy occasion, but a Bar or Bat Mitzvah is 

a monumental milestone.   
 

Let SpringHill Suites by Marriott-Eagan take care of 

your guests as they come together in honor of this  

special day in your child’s life. 
 

Convenient location, spacious suites, an indoor pool 

and whirlpool, large deck overlooking scenic Fish Lake 

and complimentary hot breakfast buffet are  

some of our amenities.   
 

Call for more details about our Bar & Bat Mitzvah  

package and low group rates.  

3635 Crestridge Drive, Eagan, MN 55122  

Contact  

Melissa Gepp  

at  

651-365-4902 
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 Department of  Youth Services 

Wendy Goodman 

Jodi Saltzman 

Wendy Goodman Hemingway 

The end of February and March was busy 

and crazy!! 8th graders went to Kadima 

Kinnus, a regional conclave held in Missouri 

which introduces 8th graders to USY. We 

baked hamantashen in each class and that 

is very special because the older grades 

wanted to bake as well, and we exchanged 

Shalot Manot packages (gifts and goodies) 

with each other. Hundreds of people of all 

ages attended the Purim Carnival, which 

was fun, frenetic and fabulous!! Over 200 

people enjoyed the Saturday night Seudah 

and Megillah reading and we had a great 

time with friends and family, admiring the 

costumes and loving the great food. We 

began studying Passover with the Living 

Legacy’s Matzah Factory. Wendy Baldinger 

led model seders for the elementary 

grades. Wendy Goodman Hemingway  

arranged seders for the upper school.  
 

TODAH RABAH to our fabulous Shabbat  

tutors who work with 5th and 6th graders 

as they practice and learn the Shabbat 

morning prayers with correct tunes:  

Samantha Agranoff, Ellie Berg, Andy  

Bernick, Elianna Bier, Manny Bier, Jeanne 

Bloomberg, Abe Clark, Helen Derechin,  

Michael Feinstein, Rachel Greenberg,  

Rachel Haim. Maddie Gleekel, Anna  

Glassman Kaufman, Tess Glassman-

Kaufman, Ben Hemingway, Laura Jopp, 

Michael Kowitz, Shelly Kowitz, Evana  

Kvasnik, Joe Lane, Rachel Lerman,  

Brandon Less, Paulina Marell, Robbie 

Miller, Bree Peilen, Luke Peilen, Danielle 

Perle, Melia Rosen, Sonya Rosen, Ellie 

Rosenthal, Ben Saxon, Gilad Segal, Elliott 

Stern, Isaac Specktor, Ezra Strohm, Bayley 

Taple, Evan Weil, Sam Weinberger, Taylor 

Werthauser Morgan Werthauser, Devin 

Werthauser, William Zien, and David  

Zylberberg.  
 

TODAH RABAH to our Sunday assistant 

teachers in our Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas 

Religious School: Jacob Abel, Britttani Berg, 

Elly Bier, Alexis Burbul, Jeanne Bloomberg, 

Michael Feinstein, Ben Hemingway, Evana 

Kvasnik, Jessi Lerman, Lauren Oskey,  

Danielle Perle, Alex Rosenblum, Elli  

Rosenthal, Bayley Taple, Taylor Werthauser, 

and Elana Zien.  
 

TODAH RABAH to our assistants in our 

Rossy and Richard Hebrew School: Brittani 

Berg, Andy Bernick, Jeanne Bloomberg, 

Sophie Gotlieb, Ben Hemingway, Sasha 

Kvasnik, Lauren Oskey, Danielle Perle, Elli 

Rosenthal, Ben Saxon, Bayley Taple, and 

Taylor Werthauser.  
 

TODAH RABAH to Karen Balto for coordinat-

ing our Hamantashen making, and a spe-

cial TODAH RABAH to our parent volunteers 

Nina and Steve Baker, Mindy Rutzick, Neil 

Derechin, Colleen Bulgatz, and Sheila 

Rosenthal. 
 

THE JASON ANDLER Memorial Israel Leader-

ship AWARD is given annually to an out-

standing 

young person 

going to Israel. 

Jason was a 

leader in the 

Jewish com-

munity 

through signifi-

cant involve-

ment in Jew-

ish youth and 

artistic activi-

ties. The syna-

gogue’s Schol-

arship Com-

mittee, 

chaired by Paul Schanfield, is pleased to 

announce that this year’s awardee is 

JEANNE BLOOMBERG, daughter of Dr. Paul 

and Lois Bloomberg. Jeanne will attend Alex-

ander Muss High School in Israel this sum-

mer. Jason’s parents Mary and Bill and his 

sister Susie established this special award.  

It will be given during services in May.  
 

CAN YOU HELP?? Please remember our 

scholarship funds when honoring a life  

cycle event, or sending condolences in the 

case of a death. Through your generosity, 

children who would not otherwise be able  

to attend Jewish summer camps are able  

to participate in life altering Jewish experi-

ences. Call our synagogue office to send 

donation cards for all occasions!  
 

TODAH RABAH …to Purim Booth Sponsors: 

Tilsner Carton, Wholesale Imprints, Peter 

Wilton Family, Skadron Animal Hospital, 

West River Dental, Larry Solomon Family, 

Yoav Segal Family, Twin Cities Magic and 

Costume, David Kuretsky Family, Newport 

Cold Storage, David Gantman Financial, 

Inver Grove Ford, Victory Parking and the 

Geller Family, Milbern Clothing and the  

Bernick Family, Men’s Club and Sisterhood, 

Ernest I. Fink Agency, Bernie Schneider,  

Parents Choice Child Care and Nursery 

School ...to our Purim kitchen helpers Paula 

Schraber, Barb Weil, Lisa and Randy Lane, 

David Berg, Dustin and Tracy Truesdell, Roz 

Segal, and Lisa Lerman. 

 

We appreciate all of the support 

that the Temple community contin-

ues to show for our Purim Carnival. 

It is wonderful to see our families 

participating in this fun tradition.  
 

A special TODAH RABAH to the 

David A. Berg family for their 

continued sponsoring of the car-

nival food, as well as their work-

ing in the kitchen that day. We 

are grateful for their generosity, 

dedication and support. 

Jason Andler 
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Members and Guests Discover a Lesser-Known Area of the Temple of Aaron 
by Renee Kvasnik, Membership Chairperson 

Daily Services, or what is sometimes 

called the Daily Minyan, serves numer-

ous  purposes and is a special part of 

the Synagogue for many. For some, it’s 

like family, especially at the Monday 

through Friday daily 7:30 a.m. service, 

which is a slightly more relaxed  atmos-

phere. Those attending could be getting 

through a difficult adjustment in life or 

remembering the Yahrzeit (yearly anni-

versary of a loved one’s death). It also 

could be to have an Aliyah to the Torah  

for a birthday or for a baby blessing. For 

many, it’s to accompany their youngster 

as they read the Parsha from the Torah 

before a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. The Monday 

through Thursday Evening Service 

(Mincha and Maariv), 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 

p.m. is not quite as relaxed because 

attendees may be coming from work 

and want to get home for dinner or on 

their way to attend classes and  

meetings. 

 

Do We Need a Minyan (10 people) to 

say Kaddish? Twenty-five years ago I 

discovered the Leifman Chapel at the 

Temple of Aaron. When my father, Irving  

Bernstein, died on July 2, there were 

three daughters — me, along with my 

sisters Marlene and Norma — and my 

mother, Florence Bernstein surviving, to 

say Kaddish. I attended  services twice 

a day for eleven months and even found 

synagogues in Rome and Israel daily, as 

Walter and I had a trip planned for our 

25th wedding anniversary prior to his 

death. I would call  home  from the Tem-

ple if there wasn’t a  minyan and my 

husband, Walter or sons Neil or Jona-

than would quickly come over to the 

Temple to help make a minyan before it 

was time for the Mourners Kaddish. 

Sometime there would be fewer than 

the 10 needed and by Halacha (Jewish 

Orthodox law) we shouldn’t have said 

Kaddish, but I would say it since I was 

there at services for that purpose. 

 

Then, many years ago, our Ritual Com-

mittee with Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas, 

Rabbi Laureate, changed the policy at 

the Temple of Aaron so we say Kaddish 

no matter how many are at the daily 

service. You can either participate or 

not. This is your choice. We all stand as 

a support community whether saying 

Kaddish or not. It was decided if you 

took the time to come to services to 

honor the memory we would leave it to 

the individual whether they participated. 

However, even though this is the policy, 

the issue still comes up by people refer-

ring to ―Was there a minyan?‖ Over the 

past 25 years I have been able to see 

that it’s impossible to arrange for a min-

yan at every service. We are fortunate to 

be able to sustain morning and evening 

services. There are loyal members that 

continue to come helping to keep the 

daily services perpetuated and often 

people from other Synagogues attend. 

 

The Mourners Kaddish said  by the  

immediate family, the spouse, parent, 

brother, sister or child joining with the 

mourner makes it easier for them dur-

ing this time. For those in mourning the 

Kaddish is recited with the name being 

read at each service for thirty days from 

the day of burial. This mourning period 

is known as sheloshim (thirty). Some 

continue saying Kaddish for the eleven 

months whether it is a parent, spouse 

or other relative. On the anniversary of 

the death, the Yahrzeit, a notification  

is sent to a member, the name is  

announced at services and kaddish  

is recited. 

 

What happens at our synagogue, Tem-

ple of Aaron, when there is less than a 

Minyan? Certain parts of the service 

that require a Minyan are not read but 

the Mourners Kaddish and the names 

of the deceased are always read. Many 

of us that have been to Europe, and 

especially Poland, think of one of those 

unknown 6 million Jews that died and 

may have no one to say Kaddish for 

their memory. A community of support 

is built at our Daily Minyan. Monday and 

Thursday, Torah Reading Days, in the 

morning at 7:30 a.m., a light breakfast 

is served. This had been underwritten 

by the Dr. Pearl Rosenberg Fund. When 

Rabbi Sylvan Kamens was here as our 

interim clergy,  he initiated the custom, 

which is  in the Talmud, that we are 

seated when partaking of the food and 

it is a very congenial time for connecting 

with the attendees, the Rabbi and the 

Hazzan. There are a number of regulars 

that come for various reasons. Some for 

the religious feeling and some to sup-

port keeping continuity for our twice a 

day services. The often repeated words 

―You’re Always Welcome at the Temple 

of Aaron‖ bring members of  other  

congregations to Minyan for various 

reasons. We welcome them and some-

times they even decide to affiliate with 

us. This we welcome even more. Many 

of our members lead services, like Gary 

Portnoy, Anna Angus, Burt Katz and 

George Bier. The role of announcer  

often is done by Jan Phillips, Deb 

Bachrach and Morrie Katz, and others 

along with the supervision of Larry 

Eisenstadt, Ritual  Coordinator. David 

Baldinger frequently reads the El Molay 

Rachamim prayer with the Hebrew 

names on Sunday mornings. Morrie 

Katz, on behalf of the Temple of Aaron’s 

Men’s Club, arranges for a sponsor of 

the Breakfast following services each 

Sunday. When there isn’t a sponsor the 

Men’s Club generously  provides the 

breakfast. All members and guests are 

invited to attend services Sundays at 

9:00 a.m. and  join in afterwards with 

the sponsor, friends and guests for a 

breakfast of bagels, lox, hard boiled 

eggs, fruit, coffee, etc. in a warm, 

friendly atmosphere. An extra treat is 

when Delores Fink makes her delicious 

sweet rolls. They’re really yummy. 

 

We encourage everyone to discover the 

connections and friendships possible at 

Temple of Aaron services, daily or Shab-

bat, because òYOUõRE ALWAYS WEL-

COME AT THE TEMPLE OF AARON.ó 

All We Want is a Few Good 

Men and Women 

Itôs time again to find some  

new members for our Board of 

Directors. We will be thanking 

several Board members who have 

served their terms and are looking 

for some new members to join us. 

If you would like to serve on the 

Board, or if you know someone 

who you think should, please send 

those names by April 14, 2010 to 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff 

in the office and he will share the 

names with the Nominating Com-

mittee. Any questions about what 

is involved?? Ken can answer 

those questions, as well. 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
February 2010   Shevat-Adar 5770 

Abramovich, Lyubov 

Aleiner, Galina 

Appelbaum,  

    Murray & Arlene 

Averbach, Rose 

Axelrod, Lenny 

Axelrod, Semyon & Lydia 

Barenbaum, Stanley 

Bernick, Lisa, Alan & family 

Besner, Rae 

Bream, Rose 

Burnstein, Gilman & Joyce 

Calmenson, Beverly 

Daniels, Marjorie 

Denenholz, Peggy & Ira 

Devitt, Rona, Bob & Joey 

Dietz, Arlene 

Dreytser, Vladimir 

Engler, Patti & Lee 

Evans, Siffra  

    & David Rosenbloom 

Fink, Delores 

Fishman, Jerry & Georgia 

Fredkove, Sybil 

Ganopolskiy, Mark 

Ganz, Isaac 

Gilman, Rose 

Ginzburg, Riva 

Gokhberg, Raisa 

Goldberg, Richard & Gayle 

Goldberg, Judy 

Goldetsky, Bill & Burniece 

Goldetsky, Celia 

Goldman, Barry & Darlene 

Gordon, Janet 

Graham, Esther 

Gralnek, Arlene 

Greenberg, Dr. Richard 

Grinberg, Elena 

Grobovsky, Nancy & Rick 

Grobovksy, Shirley 

Grossman, Rose 

Gurstelle, Alice 

Jerson, Francine & Sidney 

Kahn, Marcella & Jim 

Kamin, Evelyn & Mel 

Kanivetsky, Rozita 

Kaplan, Esther 

Kaplan, Louis 

Khaskina, Sophy 

Kurland, Sandra 

Lane, Harriet & Miles 

Lapitskiy, Anatoliy 

Lee, Lynne 

Leibman, Jack 

Lerman, Bill & Mary 

Leyderman, Roman 

Lifson, Helen & Ron 

Lovich, Bob 

Lyons, Stephen & Patti 

Malmon, Cathy 

Malmon, Stanley 

Marsh, Herbert 

Marvy, Robert, Florie  

    & family 

Meltzer, Rose & William 

Miller, Ann H. 

Miller, Diane 

Mirochnik, Nata 

Mogol, Leo 

Norgard, Charly & Sheri 

Paster, Celia 

Perelman, Celia 

Perelman, Dimitry 

Rein, Myndel 

Ribnick, Renee 

Rosen, Bernice 

Rosenberg, Gail 

Rosner, Sue & Dave 

Rubenstein, Robert 

Rubenstein, Ada 

Sanders, Fern & David 

Savage, Edith 

Sevak, Delia & family 

Shimelfarb, Iosif 

Silberman, Shirley 

Silverman, Artice 

Simes, Josephine & Hy 

Simon, Jerome & Yetta 

Slutsky, Efim 

Smith, Dede & David 

Smith, Richard 

Sorkin, Meri 

Soroka, Tatyana 

Specktor, Harold 

Steinfeldt, Sharron & Oren 

Suponitsky, Aleksandr 

Tabert, Deborah 

Tilsner, William 

Tragar, C.A. 

Uchenik, Esfir 

Unowsky, Joel & Lynda 

Upin, Alan 

Valdman, David 

Vinitsky, Shirley 

Vysotskaya, Lyudmila 

Vysotsky, Alla & Gak, Feliks 

Wandersee-Walter, Nancy 

Watchman, Clara 

Weil, Barb 

Wolkoff, Patricia 
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Flowers Beautify Cemetery 
 

We provide an option for planting and 

maintaining flowers at our Roseville 

cemetery. We also provide an option of 

you plant, we maintain. The third option 

is the flower endowment. You create a 

fund of $2,000 and then we plant and 

maintain flowers each and every year 

for a single or double grave.  
 

Please call Mersini Parker for the spe-

cific flower planting and fee questions 

at 651-407-0532. Please call Executive 

Director Ken Agranoff for info about the 

flower endowment savings plan at  

651-698-8874. 

Megillah Readers 
 

I would like to congratulate all who 

participated in such a successful 

Megillah reading. This year’s reading 

was one of the best ever and it is 

because of your dedication and hard 

work that this holiday was so good.   
 

The following readers read for  

Purim evening: Evan Weil, Elliot 

Stern, Abe Clark, Sam Weinberger, 

Larry Eisenstadt, Manny Bier, Bran-

don Bloom, Rachel Feinstein, May 

Strohm, Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein and 

Cantor Kowitz. 
 

ñ Hazzan Mitchell Kowitz 

 

Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Doris Shaller  
Steven Jones  

Join Centennial Art Supporters  
 

Judy Freeman (renowned artist) has 

created ketubahs, wedding scrolls, 

anniversary, bar/bat mitzvah, and 

birth pieces that hang in museums, 

universities, synagogues, charities, 

and homes on four continents. Now, 

she has designed and created a spe-

cial and unique art piece that she will 

donate to the Temple of Aaron, in 

honor of 100 years in existence. This 

beautiful artwork will adorn the walls 

of the synagogue and will represent 

our love and support for its existence. 

We are hoping to include on this art 

piece 100 triangles, with the names of 

100 members who can make a pledge 

to the Temple of Aaron. All donations 

will be recognized by having a triangle, 

designed by Judy, added to the art-

work. The triangles come in three dif-

ferent shapes and sizes, and are still 

available by making a donation for 

$25.00, $50.00, or $100.00. There 

are only a limited number of triangles 

left and time is running out.  
 

Jeffrey or Lori Marks are the chairper-

sons of this project and would like to 

hear from you if you are interested in 

making a contribution to the Centen-

nial Art Project. Jeffrey and Lori's 

phone # 651-690-2945 (leave a mes-

sage if no one is home) or e-mail Jeff 

at jbmarksj@msn.com.  
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Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 

Hugh Gitlin has been a member of the 

Temple of Aaron all of his life. His in-

volvement in the synagogue goes back 

to the age of 6 when he had a walk-on  

in USY’s production of ―Bye-Bye Birdie.‖  

As he grew up, he had his Bar Mitzvah  

in 1974, and he stayed involved through 

Kadimah and USY, going to 3 Kinnusim 

and about a dozen Shabbatons (back 

then they were called conclaves). He 

was also in USY productions of ―South 

Pacific‖ and ―Guys and Dolls,‖ and on 

the crew for ―Cabaret.‖ After spending a 

few years ushering on the high holidays, 

Hugh joined the choir in 1986. He is still 

singing, splitting his time between the 

baritone and tenor sections. 

 

In addition to his service to the choir, he 

also is active in the Men’s Club. He is 

currently on the executive board. You 

can see him working hard at the annual 

picnic, the Hanukah party, and the  

Super Bowl party. He also serves on the 

Ritual and Membership committees.  

He says, ―Serving on committees is the 

best way for everyone at the synagogue 

to get involved.‖ 

 

Ritually, you will find Hugh at services 

most Friday nights and Sunday morn-

ings, and more than the occasional 

Shabbat morning. One of the best mo-

ments he had was in December, 2007 

when he earned his Golden Kepah.  

―Remember, it is never too late to learn.‖ 

You can also find Hugh on Wednesday 

nights and Sunday mornings with a stop 

sign in hand in the parking lot, directing 

traffic. He has been keeping our school 

children safe the last 6 years, while his 

sister Reenie helps with the education. 

 

His other service to youth in the congre-

gation has included his work on the USY 

musicals, from assistant director of 

―Gaslight Girl‖ and ―Wizard of Oz‖ (he 

was also the voice of Toto) to set con-

struction for ―Anything Goes‖ and ―Guys 

& Dolls.‖ 

 

Hugh thanks his parents Barbara and 

Neil Gitlin for their unconditional love 

and for being his mentor of Judaism  

and life. 

Hugh Gitlin 

Andlers Step Forward to 

Make a Difference  
Did you notice the new popcorn  

machine at the USY play ―Guys and 

Dolls?‖ Was the sound better than in 

past years? We have the Andler fam-

ily to thank for their generous contri-

bution for the new sound equipment 

and new popcorn machine. Actually, 

USY members and the entire Temple 

congregation give a big todah rabah 

to the Andler family for their special 

2010 grant to support USY Plays. 

The Jason D. Andler Memorial Lead-

ership Award endowment fund was 

established by the Mary & Bill Andler 

and their daughter Susie Andler to 

honor the memory of their son/

brother Jason who tragically died in 

a traffic accident in 1993. Jason 

was President of USY, loved theater 

arts, majored in computer-generated 

art and was involved in volunteer 

projects, including Volunteers for 

Israel. The annual Andler awardee 

receives financial assistance for a 

study program in Israel. 

The Howie Stillman Young  

Leadership Fund Presents: 

BYRON PITTS 
Pitts is a CBS News Chief National Cor-

respondent and Contributing Correspon-

dent to 60 Minutes. A news veteran with 

over 20 years covering stories such as 

the Iraq War, Sept. 11 attacks, Afghani-

stan War and Hurricane Katrina. 

 

Sunday, April 25, 2010, 7:00 p.m. 

Adath Jeshurun Synagogue  

10500 Hillside Lane, Minnetonka 

 

Each spring the Stillman Fund sponsors 

a program that includes a lecture given 

by a prominent journalist and the  

presentation of the youth achievement 

award. 

 

The evening is free and open to the  

public. 

Yiddish Farbrengen DVD 

―A Serious Man‖ 
Written/directed by the Coen Brothers 

Monday, April 26, 2010 - 1:00 pm 

Shaller Family Sholom Home  

East Campus — Mains Auditorium 

740 Kay Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

Co-sponsored by Shaller Family 

Campus, The St. Paul JCC, 

Temple of Aaron and Friends 

FREE 
For Further Information, Contact  

Betty Agranoff  651-698-8275 

 

Save Pressure, Plan Ahead 
Select your cemetery graves by  

scheduling a 15-minute meeting with 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff,  

651-698-8874 x106, to review  

options, locations and financial  

information. 
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Sisterhood News 30% OFF ALL  

Blenko Glassware 
SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

New Tallitot 

Yads 

Giftware & Judaica 
 

Shop Early - Shop Often! 

We Gift Wrap! 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

& Bridal Registry 
Can’t Think of What to Buy?  

We Offer Gift Cards! 
 

Support Your Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Support Your Synagogue 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9:00 - Noon 

Tuesday 10:00 - 2:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 1:00 

and 6:00 - 8:00  
 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple / 651-688-3030 

Ways to Stay Safe: Mail Fraud, Identity Theft, Postal Scams — Thursday, April 22, 7:00 

p.m. at Temple of Aaron. US Postal Inspector Jeff Long, will be this program’s 

speaker. He began his career as a postal carrier in Golden Valley and has been a 

postal inspector for over 19 years. His investigations have included mail and identity 

theft, robberies, burglaries, assaults, mail and revenue fraud and security issues. He 

has been a firearms instructor for over 15 years. Post 9/11, he volunteered with the 

Federal Aviation Administration as a Federal Air Marshal. There is no charge for this 

program; light refreshments will be served. Please RSVP to Marcia Taple (651-688-

3030) by April 16. Come learn how to protect yourself. 

*       *       *       * 

Book Club — April 18 - Saturday Wife by Naomi Ragen; May 16 - Safe Passage by Ida 

Cook. Meet at The Highland Café and Bakery in Highland Park, 10:00 a.m. to discuss 

these books. Questions, call Teddy Gerr (651-405-6658) or Anna Specktor (651-454-

4612).  

*       *       *       * 

Giftshop — Now is the time to take care of your Passover shopping. Plenty of new 

Passover items available including several new children’s books. Sale - All Blenko 

glassware is 30% off!! Sisterhood member Judy Weinberger has a new book which 

delves into the mysteries of life available in the Giftshop entitled, ―Soul to Soul: a 

guide.‖ For more information regarding her book, go to www.soultosoulaguide.com  

Call the Giftshop (651-699-9192) for more information. 

*       *       *       * 

Building Fund Cards — Cards are always available for all occasions... no shopping, no 

mailing, no fuss. One simple phone call away and your card will be taken care of. All 

funds raised by the use of these cards go directly to The Temple of Aaron Building 

Fund. Questions, call Janet Gordon (651-698-8809) or Sis Goren (651-686-0425).  

*       *       *       * 

Torah Fund — Support The Theological Seminary and help educate our future rabbis, 

cantors and educators. New pins are available for those who donate at the $180 

level. Questions, call Julienne Applebaum (651-699-0153).  

*       *       *       * 

Save the Date: May 13, 6:30 p.m., dinner ($18/adults; $8/children 12 and under), 

followed by - 18 Dresses: A view of the Jewish wedding from the closet where all 

those é òdresses hang.ó Women will be modeling wedding gowns and wedding party 

dresses through the decades. This event is directed by Bonnie Abrahamson, music 

accompaniment by Marcia Taple, vocalists Jennifer Schwartz and Bayley Taple will 

perform. Send your check, payable to Temple of Aaron Sisterhood by May 6, to 

Marcia Taple, 1833 Eagle Ridge Dr. #4, Mendota Heights, MN 55118. Questions, call 

Marcia. This event is jointly sponsored with Hadassah.  

Sisterhood Knits!  
The Last Thursday  

of Every Month in the Library,  

— 

6:30-8:00 p.m.  

— 

Open to all.   

— 

Next Knit: Thursday, April 29 

Why Sisterhood Needs You 
  

To fulfill the mitzvah of Tikun Olam: 

· We care for our synagogue 
 

 

· We cook and bake  
 

· We sponsor Oneg Shabbats 
 

· We knit quilt squares to  

   blanket the  homeless  
 

· We sell Judaica in our gift shop and 

    donate the proceeds to our Temple  
 

· We assist with the Ronald  

   McDonald House and do other   

   community service projects 
 

· We travel to regional and  

   international conferences 
 

· We know how to have fun together:  

 - If you like to read, join our  

  book club. 
 

 - If you like to eat, eat with us.  
 

 · If you just want to celebrate your  

  Jewish identity, we hope you  

  will consider joining  

  Sisterhood today.  
 

Please call Roxanne Portnoy  

at 612-334-2725. 

 

APRIL WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

 51 Toba and Allen Freeman  

 51 Judith-Ann and Bunny Kuller  

52  Rhoda and Gene Engelson 

 56 Helene and Jim Biglow 

 58 Bea and Arthur Levitt 

 63 Rose and Bill Meltzer 



9 

 

Annual Israel Festival Combined with  
Funfest Centennial Celebration Event  

 

Sunday, April 18, 2010        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Variety of Israel -Themed Events All Morning:  
Foods of Israel, Giant Israel Map, See Different Cities  

 

Matzah Ball Contest!  
Will it be sinkers or floaters that win?  

Who has the best-tasting and who can eat the most?  
 

Everyone is welcome to enter this FREE contest.  
Awards given in Two  tasting categories: 

  

1)  Best - tasting  Matzah Ball made by an individual    

2) Best - tasting Matzah Ball  made by a child  

and special adult together.  
 

Each contestant will need to make 12 Matzah Balls  to enter.  
Celebrity Judges will evaluate winners.  

 

To enter contest, e -mail or call Becca Kvasnik at 

bkvasnik@comcast.net  or 651 -398 -7778  
 

Free  Buggy Rides  
Just like Bubby and Zayda rode to Temple!  

 
Experience and celebrate how our families   

drove to Temple 100 years ago.  

Real horse -drawn buggy rides  
(rides available for 2 hours)  

 

Event Schedule ð Starts 9:30 am  
 

  

A prayer service that will  really move you spiritually & physically.  
 

Prayer Service - The Sunday Minyan always has taken place in Shul 
now experience a never experienced service which will move you 
literally around the Shul  

  

Jewish Mysticism , interactive 10 levels learning experience.   
Ascending a tree has never been so spiritual.  
Jewish Mysticism/Kabalah - Here everyone will learn the mysterious 
levels through show and interactive stations  
 

  

Parve Matzah Ball Contest -  (That means don't even think of using meat/

chicken in your Matzah Balls)  
 

Donôt be left out. 
All activities are created for members of all generations.  

 

Come to a Temple of Aaron  
Funfest Centennial Celebration Event  

Sunday, April 18, 2010!!!  

UPCOMING HAZAK EVENTS 
Hazak has four events planned for spring 

and summer! Please pay close attention 

to deadlines. RSVP for either event to:  

Margie Schneider, 651-698-4358  

7381jbs@comcast.net   

1837 Eleanor Ave., St. Paul, 55116 

 

MINNESOTA JEWISH THEATRE  

WOMEN’S MINYAN by Naomi Ragen 

This is the longest running play ever  

presented at the Israeli National Theatre. 

It is based upon a true story of domestic 

abuse in an ultra-religious Israeli commu-

nity. Chana hasn’t seen her 12 children 

since a divorce decree gave custody of 

them to her husband. When she is finally 

able to do so, relatives deny her this right. 

She has no choice but to reveal the  

secrets of her marriage now to them. 

Date:  Saturday, April 24,2010 

Time:  8:00 P.M. 

Place:  Hillcrest Theater,  

            1978 Ford Pkwy, St. Paul 

Cost:  $21.00 

 

THE HISTORY OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

IN THE TWIN CITIES 

This program will be sponsored jointly by 

the Centennial Committee and Hazak.  

It will be a part of the centennial activities 

of that day, which happens to be the holi-

day of Lag B’Omer, focusing on the posi-

tive value that the Jewish people place on 

study, learning and reading. Our speaker 

is Dr. John Anfinson, a Historian with the 

Mississippi National River & Recreation 

Association. He will relay the history of the 

river as it appeared to the early explorers 

and before the lock and dam system was 

installed by the Corp of Engineers. 

Date:  Sunday, May 2, 2010 

Time:  1:00 P.M. 

Place:  Temple of Aaron, Stein Hall 

Cost:  $3.00 for snacks & beverages 

RSVP:  by April 30, 2010 

 

Future Events: 

— Potluck and garden tour  

     June 6 at Mary and Bill Lerman’s 

— Minnesota Centennial Showboat  

     in July, TBD 

Twin City  

Yom Hashoah Service  
 

Mt Zion is hosting this annual  

service on Sunday, April 11, 2010  

commencing at 7:00pm.  

mailto:bkvasnik@comcast.net


by Lisa Rothstein, Program Manager 
 

For the past year, I have been working 

at the Temple of Aaron part-time and 

part-time as International Manager for 

Healing Hands for Haiti, an international 

not-for-profit organization working with 

the population of disabled Haitians.  

We operate a full-time, Haitian-run clinic 

in Port-au-Prince. The clinic includes a 

therapy gym, a prosthetic and orthotic 

lab (where our techs make limbs and 

adjustments), and exam rooms where 

Haitian doctors diagnose and treat  

patients. 
 

The latest known figures show that 

there are more than 800,000 people 

with disabilities in Haiti. From January to 

November of 2009, HHH staff attended 

to 6,021 patients. We fabricated ap-

proximately 144 new limbs in 2009.  
 

Following the earthquake in Port-au-

Prince on January 12, 2010, the num-

ber of Haitians with disabilities in-

creased exponentially. Media and aid 

organizations are reporting many ampu-

tations and severely injured people 

throughout Port-au-Prince and the sur-

rounding regions. As one of the only 

organizations in the entire country of 

Haiti, Healing Hands for Haiti will be 

essential for the long-term recovery of 

the city and country as a whole. Healing 

Hands for Haiti’s headquarters and staff 

were affected dramatically by the 

quake. 
 

After spending two weeks in Haiti at  

the end of February and beginning of 

March, the picture on the ground is very 

dramatic. During my first trip since the 

earthquake, I helped to reestablish our 

administration, began distribution of an 

Emergency Relief Fund for our staff, 

helped to solidify plans for the future of 

our property and Healing Hands for Haiti 

operations.  
 

The media has done a decent job show-

ing the situation immediately following 

the earthquake. As each day passes, 

the picture changes. People are going 

back to work, the sellers on the street 

have gone back to selling and the day- 

to-day goings-on has been renewed. 

Most of the streets have been cleared, 

but in certain parts of the city the im-

ages are still staggering. In the main 

downtown area of Port-au-Prince, what 

used to be the commercial center for 

the city and arguably the country looks 

like a film set of Berlin in the late forties 

following the multiple bombings. Every 

open space is filled with makeshift tents 

where parks and soccer fields used to 

be. Some streets are closed off due to 

tarps and cots filling the streets. The 

fear is palpable as nobody will reenter 

their homes to sleep. During heavy 

rains, my staff has told me that they 

either go to a bar to keep dry or they 

stand up holding a tarp over their heads 

to keep their babies dry. People are still 

(rightly so) terrified! 
 

I will be holding a meeting at the  

Temple of Aaron on April 14, 6:30pm  

to share my experiences with Haiti,  

explain the situation today and discuss 

a Jewish girl’s involvement in interna-

tional affairs.  

 

Tales from Haiti 
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Men’s Club Mentschenings  
 

The Temple of Aaron Men’s Club hosted two successful events 

on Sunday, February 7. The World Wide Wrap was conducted 

before morning minyan in the Leifman Chapel. Thirty people 

participated in teaching, learning, and putting on tefillin to  

fulfill one of our most basic and meaningful mitzvot. 
 

The Men’s Club also hosted the fifth annual Super Bowl Party 

and BBQ on the evening of February 7. Forty people watched 

the Saints victory over the Colts on a large, high definition 

screen while munching freshly grilled hamburgers and hot 

dogs. Special thanks go to Hugh Gitlin, George Bier, Howard 

Bell, Matt Clark, and Jim Leventhal for making the event a 

huge success. 
 

Save the dates – Friday and Saturday April 9 & 10, 2010. 

The time is fast approaching for the annual Temple of Aaron 

Men’s Club Shabbat. The temple of Aaron Men’s Club will  

begin by hosting a dairy potluck dinner at 6:30 p.m. on Friday 

in the Fink Youth Lounge, followed by ruach-filled Erev Shabbat 

services at 8:00 p.m. The Men’s Club will then lead services on 

Shabbat morning and will sponsor Kiddush. Please join us by 

preparing your favorite dairy dish and sharing a wonderful 

Shabbat experience with your temple of Aaron community! 
 

If you are interested in this event or any other aspect of Men’s 

Club, please feel free to call me at (651) 452-4465 if you have 

any questions. 
 

BõShalom, 

Terry R. Zien 

President - Temple of Aaron Menõs Club 
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Social Justice 

Excerpts from D’var Torah on Immigration recently delivered by 

Social Justice member Bill Lerman: 

 

   Between 1880 - 1920 almost 23.5 million immigrants poured 

into the United States from almost every area of the world.  

Among them were about 2 million Jews. Until the 1880s, most 

newcomers still came from northern and western Europe.  

Beginning in the 1890s, the majority of arrivals were people  

from southern and eastern Europe. 
 

    More and more native-born Americans believed the swelling 

flood of immigrants threatened the nationõs unity. Hostility, which 

had boiled over against the Chinese in the 1870s, now turned 

against Jews, Roman Catholics, Japanese, and, finally, the new 

immigrants in general. 
 

    In 1921, Congress set a ceiling on the number of people  

allowed to enter the Country. Only about 500,000 immigrants 

came from 1931 to 1940 and even more people left. After World 

War II 600,000 refugees were allowed in. During the late 1950s 

and early 1960s, the United States received thousands of  

refugees from Communist countries. 
 

    In 1965, annual quotas were set for each hemisphere.  

In 1978, Congress replaced the separate quotas with a single 

annual world quota of 290,000. Preference was given to those 

immigrants from Communist countries. This included most of the 

Jews who came here from the Soviet Union. 
 

    The claim that Jews, unlike todayõs immigrants, came legally 

misses the crucial point that until the immigration acts of 1921 

and 1924 there were no numerical caps on immigration. 
 

    Those of us who trace our ancestry to the massive wave of  

Jewish immigration between can be thankful that we faced a  

relatively clear path to America. 
 

    The law remained, and in the 1930s and 40s we witnessed 

desperate Jews trapped in Europe without the kind of free  

immigration safety net that earlier generations of Jews had  

used when persecution or poverty forced them to seek a better 

life in the United States. We all know what happened then. 
 

    The U.S. immigration system is broken and must be fixed.  

But with a more honest understanding of where we come from, 

as well as the circumstances that todayõs undocumented face, 

we will have a firmer basis from which to seek to end illegal  

immigration than the self-congratulatory posture of one who  

simply knows his or her òroots are legal.ó 

 

Please act now to support legal status for Liberian refugees!  

Support legislation allowing Liberians who have lived in the  

U.S. under temporary protection to apply for permanent  

resident status. Go to jewishcommunityaction.org and learn  

more, and send a postcard President Obama and to your  

local representative.   

After years of exile in Sierra Leone, these 

Liberian refugees are off to a new start in 

the United States. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Coming in May: Start of a three-

part Lunch and Learn program  

in conjunction with St. John  

Neumann  

 

Shabbat – Saturday, May 15  

immediately after services 

Immigration 
What is your family’s immigration 

story? As people of faith, what 

should guide us in developing  

immigration policies? 

 

Shabbat - Saturday, June 12 

Health Care 
Who do you know who has no  

or inadequate health care?  

As people of faith, what should 

guide us in developing health care 

policies? 
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B’not Mitzvah 
Joshua Edelstein, son of Sandy and Steve Edelstein, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on April 23 and 24, 

2010. 

    Josh is in 7th grade at Dakota Hills Middle School, where he participates in soccer, track and field, and 

basketball. He also enjoys watching sports, playing outside, and going to movies. Josh is a member of 

Temple of Aaron Kadima. 

    Josh has designated World Wildlife Foundation for his tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by his parents, Sandy and Steve Edelstein, 

and by his grandmother, Goldie Rosenthal. 

Joshua Edelstein 

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651-698-8874 
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

   

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 

  Hazzan Kowitz     113 

  Wendy Goodman, Dir. Yth Serv.  112 

  Wendy Hemingway, Dir. Yth Serv.  115 

  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv.  116 

  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst.   107 

  Kim Thomey, Admin. Asst.  100 

  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr.  110 

  Ken Agranoff, Exec. Dir.  106 

  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen Sup.  121 

  Lisa Rothstein, Program Mgr.  104 

  Jodi Saltzman, Dir. Yth Serv.  103 

Two new and exciting 

programs at Camp Ramah  

in Wisconsin:  
 

Ramah Wisconsin Family Camp:  

August 11-15  

Enjoy a stress-free vacation relaxing in 

the beautiful Northwoods. Children and 

adults will participate in fun-filled camp 

activities led by our fabulous Ramah 

Wisconsin staff.  
 

Ta’am Ramah — Taste of Ramah:  

July 25-26  

Ramah Wisconsin is offering an oppor-

tunity for families with children currently 

in 3rd - 5th grade to get a taste of camp 

first hand! Spend the day at camp see-

ing the exciting activities, touring the 

facilities and meeting our staff.  
 

www.ramahwisconsin.com/site/

epage/91890_697.htm  

 

Ner Tamid Honorees Will Be 

Saluted at Selihot Saturday,  

September 4, 2010  
 

Keruv Committee Chair Dave Rosner is 

leading an effort to honor living past 

and present long-time volunteers. The 

Committee created ballots to help 

honor the most deserving individual 

volunteers who worked behind the 

scenes for years. The person need not 

be currently volunteering.  
 

You can take a ballot from  

the hallway tables or email  

haskell47@msn.com for a ballot.  
 

This is a one-time opportunity to 

honor multiple people at Selihot with 

the prestigious Ner Tamid Award. 

Let's make our Centennial year spe-

cial for those who volunteered in a 

highly dedicated manner.  


